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Forest Certification as a contribution to sustainable development

The work and impacts of FSC®

SIDE EVENT 13 JUNE – RIOCENTRO room T3, 13.15 – 14.45
Program:
13.15

Opening and general introduction about FSC and its impact so far: John
Hontelez, Chief Advocacy Officer FSC®

13.25

The impact of FSC on sustainable forest management in Brazil, Roberto Waack,
Amata (Forest Company)

13.40

Questions and Answers

13.50

Promoting Forest Certification: public procurement policies: what difference
have they made in pioneer countries; how can this be introduced in developing
countries to support local sustainable forest management, Dr. Ruth Nussbaum,
Director Proforest

For more information contact:

14.05

Questions and Answers

14.15

Focussing on smallholders and forest communities: achievements and
challenges at the local level, Amy Duchelle, CIFOR expert

John Hontelez, Chief Advocacy Officer FSC
j.hontelez@fsc.org

14.30

Questions and Answers

Anakarina Perez-Oropeza, Communications Officer FSC
a.perezoropeza@fsc.org

14.40

Wrapping Up

Responsible management of natural resources is a precondition for
sustainable development. The Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC) was set
up by environmental and social organisations together with forest owners
(private and community) and companies “to promote environmentally
appropriate, socially beneficial, and economically viable management of the
world’s forests”.
FSC’s main instrument is certification of sustainable forest management practices, combined with
certification of the supply chain of forest products coming from such management units, through it
conversion process till the end consumer, who is informed about this by means of the FSC label. In
this way it has created a worldwide appreciated system to bring producers and consumerstogether
in reducing forest degradation and deforestation while mobilising the resources we need from these

mobilise these products in complete harmony with globally agreed objectives to halt the deterioration
of biodiversity, as well improving social justice and respect for people directly dependant on forests.

Forest certification deserves a place in the Rio+20 Framework of Actions
Halting deforestation and forest degradation, and reforestation in ecologically sound ways is more
necessary as ever. A combination of measures and programmes is necessary, but forest certification
is certainly one of them. It sets precise requirements for forest management while providing social
advantages and a certain
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Forest Certification as a tool for sustainable development

market.
However, while certification
has indeed spread
globally and continues

forests.

to do so, in order to

FSC has developed, and is constantly updating, its standards and tools in balanced multi-stakeholder

sustainable development

processes within its membership as well as in open processes at the national level.

it needs to be based on

play a decisive role for

robust standards, credible,

Mainstreaming forest certification in a green economy

third party, monitoring
and verification, and

Currently 150 million ha. in the world is FSC certified, which is 4% of all forests in the world, or 7% of

balanced multi-stakeholder

productive and semi-productive forests. Other certification schemes, of varying quality, cover more

governance. It also

than 240 million. Forest certification has taken off but is by far not mainstreamed in most parts of

needs systematic support

the world, and faces ongoing challenges due to the practices of illegal logging in parts of the world,

and encouragement

concerns about the investments needed to move to sustainable forest management, in particular for

from governments, the

small and community producers and imperfect connections between supply and demand. Another

governments that are

issue is that not all schemes are equally reliable, and even the best has occasional failures to enforce

meeting here in Rio.

the certification requirements on the ground.

Governments can make

Forest products play a key role in a green economy. For instance they provide construction material
for zero-energy buildings and replace other resources for products and energy for environmental and
scarcity reasons. They also perform as major sinks for carbon, important due to climate. It is obvious
that in the future there will be more and more demand for forest resources, and it is essential to

a decisive difference, by fighting illegal logging, by implementing effective biodiversity protection, but
also by supporting forest certification schemes with their public procurement policies, development
assistance, and in general a favourable attitude to the civil society, multi-stakeholder processes that
create and maintain credible forest certification schemes. Given the dramatic, ongoing deforestation
in the tropical areas, that should be given priority in the coming period.
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