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Forest Stewardship Council®
FSC® International Center

Forests and our Future

Promoting Forest Certification as part of Rio+20 Framework of Action

Introduction
The Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) calls upon governments to
agree on a Rio+20 Framework of Action that will become the reference
guide for governmental action at all levels, in their efforts to move
towards sustainable development globally. Existing commitments,

The final version of the Rio+20 Framework
of Action will be released during the Rio+20
Conference, 20-22 June 2012. It is certain to
include commitments on the promotion of

combined with insufficient implementation have not reversed the main

sustainable forest management. Governments

trends undermining the carrying capacity of the planet or had a major

recognize that forests provide many

impact on eradication of poverty. The Framework needs to do more

opportunities to address issues surrounding:

than re-confirm previous commitments. It must outline a more effective,
comprehensive scenario, one that is transparent about the nature and
dimensions of the challenges ahead, and includes all relevant responses
(i.e. regulatory, fiscal, financial, and those developed by civil society).

poverty, climate change, food security,
biodiversity conservation, gender equality, and
preservation of traditional knowledge. What
remains uncertain is whether the Framework
will include specific commitments on using/
promoting instruments, such as certification

In particular, FSC calls upon governments to include commitment on
systematic support and promotion of transparent, effective, balanced

and procurement, to tackle the drivers of
deforestation and degradation.

multi-stakeholder-governed forest and chain-of-custody certification
systems, in all parts of the world. It calls upon the governments to pay special attention to tropical and sub-tropical rainforests.
This is because these forests are most threatened at the moment, and their disappearance or degradation has the most
severe social and environmental impacts. At the same time, sustainable management of tropical forests in keeping with FSC’s
standards can bring substantial benefits for the local population, the local environment, as well as the global community.
There are many opportunities to combine conservation with social and economic objectives. Governments can play a key role
in achieving these opportunities through their domestic forest policies, their public procurement practices, their development
assistance programmes.
Forest Certification and preferential public procurement for certified products will not solve all of our problems but it can make
an impressive difference. Include it in the Framework of Action!
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Responsible management of natural resources is a precondition for
sustainable development. FSC was set up by environmental and social
organizations together with forest owners (private and community) and
companies “to promote environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial,
and economically viable management of the world’s forests”.
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1. Forest certification as a tool for sustainable development

FSC’s main instrument is certification of sustainable forest management
practices, combined with certification of the supply chain of forest
products coming from such management units, through its conversion
process through to the end consumer, who is informed about this by means of the FSC label. In this way it has created
a globally recognizable system which brings producers and consumers together in reducing forest degradation and
deforestation while mobilizing the resources we need from these forests.
FSC has developed, and is constantly updating, its standards and tools in balanced multi-stakeholder processes within its
membership as well as in open processes at the national level.
2. Mainstreaming forest certification
Currently 150 million ha in the world is FSC certified, equivalent to 4% of all forests in the world, or 7% of productive and
semi-productive forests. Other certification schemes, of varying quality, cover more than 240 million ha. Forest certification
has taken off but is not mainstreamed in most parts of the world, and faces ongoing challenges due to the practices of illegal
logging, concerns about the investments needed for sustainable forest management (in particular for small and community
producers) and imperfect connections between supply and demand. Another issue is that not all schemes are equally reliable,
and even the best has occasional failures in enforcing the certification requirements on the ground.
In its Green Economy Report , UNEP describes certification of sustainable forest management, such as FSC, as a promising
development, and a relevant contribution to shifting existing trends. However, it needs to be applied at a much greater scope,
in particular in the tropical and sub-tropical areas. It concludes that “There are reasons for optimism, but greening the forest
sector requires a sustained effort. Various standards and certification schemes have provided a sound basis for practicing
sustainable forest management, but their widespread uptake requires a strong mandate and consistent policies and markets.”
Forest products play a key role in a green economy. They provide construction material for zero-energy buildings and can
replace other resources for environmental and scarcity reasons. It is obvious that in the future there will be increasing
demands for forest resources, and it is essential to mobilize these products in harmony with globally agreed objectives, to
halt the deterioration of biodiversity, to strengthen the role of forests in climate mitigation, as well to improve social justice and
ensure respect for people who are directly dependent on forests.
3. Forest certification in the Rio+20 Framework of Actions
Halting deforestation and forest degradation, and reforestation in ecologically sound ways is more important than ever. A
combination of measures and programmes is required, but forest certification is certainly a key one of them. It sets precise
requirements for forest management while providing social advantages and a certain market for the products.
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In order to help to build sustainable development forest certification schemes must be based on robust standards and
credible third party monitoring and verification, and need systematic support and encouragement from all governments –
the governments that are meeting here in Rio. Governments can make a decisive difference, by fighting illegal logging, by
implementing effective biodiversity protection, and by supporting forest certification schemes with their public procurement
policies, development assistance, and encouragement of multi-stakeholder processes that create and maintain credible forest
certification schemes. Given the dramatic, ongoing deforestation in the tropical areas, this should be given top priority in the
coming years.
Government activities to promote forest certification
Develop and enforce appropriate policies and regulations for responsible forest management and guarantee efficient and
effective controls; create favorable conditions for robust and balanced multi-stakeholder-based forest certification schemes
such as FSC (e.g. Brazil, Guatemala and South Africa), including tax incentives for certificate holders (e.g. Peru).

Examples of Forest Certification Government Support
Peruvian forest law supports forest certification by reducing the payment of annual forest harvesting
fees for companies with a forest concession. Further, the law promotes certification as a mechanism for
timber traceability by the government.
The Flemish Regional Government (Belgium) has given grants ranging from 47.500 to 130.000 Euro for
short term (1-3 year) projects to support local communities in South America. The grants will help the
communities organise themselves to achieve group certification of their forests and coordinate access
to markets for certified wood and wood products (nuts and woodcarving, for instance). One project is
pecifically targeted to restore degraded forests. The government in all cases works through domestic,
often local, NGOs.
The Forest Sector Development in Vietnam is a six-year project co-sponsored by the governments of
Vietnam, Finland, Netherlands and the World Bank. Focused on family forest owners (owners of plots
smaller than 66.000ha) it promotes forest certification by setting up village funds in order to finance
consulting services to carry out certification pre-assessment and assessment, as well as periodic
surveillance audits, training for local staff in auditing of certification standards, market promotion of the
certified products for export, and development and maintenance of a databank of ertified forests.
European Governments, including UK, Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, have green public procurement
policies where they encourage authorities to buy certified products.

The German Ministry for Corporation and Development (BMZ) provided funds to FSC to promote
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In Kosovo the USAID program supported Certification, by providing funds for the development of the
Kosovan FSC Forest Stewardship Standard
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support development of curricula to help people understand the value of healthy
forests and a green economy; and training in processes of voluntary certification
based on participatory processes.
Where forests are public, seek FSC certification of these forests and demonstrate
responsible management including stakeholder engagement.
Actively support and encourage FSC oriented multi-stakeholder decision-making
processes to achieve FSC Forest Management certification of private and
community forests.
Promote and support assistance to forest management certification processes
by social development organisations, in particular in tropical and sub-tropical
countries.
Inform and mobilize consumers to differentiate between products based on
social and environmental impact, and to understand that forest products from
questionable origin contribute to irresponsible forest management practices such
as overharvesting, degradation, illegal activities, and violation of workers’ rights.
Identify credible certification schemes that will win consumer approval in public
procurement policies.
Practice green public procurement, on the basis of robust criteria, and support a
large, reliable market for certified products, including setting of progressive targets.
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About FSC
The Forest Stewardship Council is an independent, non governmental, not for
profit organization established to promote the responsible management of the
world’s forests. FSC is a unique forum where stakeholders from around the world
meet and through strong multi-stakeholder processes define essential social
and environmental criteria for forest management. These fundamental principles
are realized in forests worldwide through FSC certification. Through programs,
services and solutions that support FSC certification, the Forest Stewardship
Council empowers organizations, businesses and communities to support forest
management that meets the social, economic and ecological needs of present
and future generations.

This document is also available in English, Spanish, and Portuguese.
For latest updates please visit: http://bit.ly/fscrio20.
#FSC_IC

http://on.fb.me/FSCfacebook

Join FSC at the following events in Rio!
13 June
11.30 – 13.00
BWI Conference Series on Sustainable Industries
Panel Debate on Rio+20: The Global Unions Agenda
and Actions. Fabiola Zerbini, Director FSC Brazil.
Royalty Copacabana Hotel
13.15 – 14.45
Side Event at Rio+20
Forest certification as a contribution to sustainable
development. The work and impacts of FSC
RIOCENTRO, room T3
16 June
11.00 – 13.00
Side Event (Rio+20 CNO)
Certification as a tool for greening economies.
Espaço Arena da Barra, Auditorium ARN-2
18.00 – 19.30
IIED Fair Ideas & Solutions for a Sustainable Planet
Locally controlled farm-forestry: A firm foundation
for fair green economies? John Hontelez, Chief
Advocacy Officer FSC.
Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro
(PUC)
17 June
15.30 – 18.00
Sustainable Development Dialogues (Rio Dialogues)
Forest session. Andre de Freitas, Director General
FSC.
RIOCENTRO
18 June
14.00 – 15.30
FAO-BRACELPA-ICFPA Event: Forests, the Heart of
a Green Economy
Panel Discussion - Forest Certification: a Paradigm
Shift in Green Economy. Andre de Freitas, Director
General FSC.
Ribalta
19 June
13.00 – 20.30
The CIFOR 8th Roundtable at Rio+20
FSC Stand
Royal Tulip Hotel
20 June,
12.30 – 13.30
Rio+20 Global Town Hall: ISEAL-FSC joint session
How standards and certification can help achieve
sustainable cities: Lessons from the forestry sector
Athletes Park
FSC is a founding member of the Sustainable Public
Procurement Initiative, which will be launched on 18
June, 17.00 hours at the UNEP Pavilion. FSC is also
a member of the Green Economy Coalition and endorses the “9 Principles for a Green Economy” (www.
greeneconomycoalition.org).

Contacts for FSC involvement with Rio+20
John Hontelez · Chief Advocacy Officer FSC · j.hontelez@fsc.org
Anakarina Perez Oropeza · Communications Officer · a.perezoropeza@fsc.org
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Support responsible forest management practice through education and training;

