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2. Foreword

2.1 Forest Stewardship Council

FSC is an independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit organization established to promote the responsible management of the
world’s forests.
It was established in 1993 as a response to concerns over global deforestation, FSC is widely regarded as one of the most
important initiatives of the last decade to promote responsible forest management worldwide.
FSC provides internationally recognized standard-setting, trademark assurance and accreditation services to companies,
organizations, and communities interested in responsible forestry.
The FSC label provides a credible link between responsible production and consumption of forest products, enabling consumers
and businesses to make purchasing decisions that benefit people and the environment as well as providing ongoing business
value.
FSC is an international association of members consisting of a diverse group of representatives from environmental and social
groups, the timber trade and the forestry profession, indigenous people's organizations, responsible corporations, community
forestry groups and forest product certification organizations from around the world.
FSC has a unique governance structure that is built upon the principles of participation, democracy and equity.
FSC has three levels of decision making bodies:

The General Assembly of FSC Members is the highest decision-making body in FSC and is made up of the three
membership chambers: Environmental, Social and Economic, which are further split into sub-chambers North and
South. The purpose of the chamber structure is to maintain the balance of voting power between different interests
without having to limit the number of members.

The FSC Board of Directors is accountable to the FSC members. It is made up of nine individuals who are elected
from each of the chambers for a three-year term.

The Director General, with the support of a multicultural professional team at FSC IC, runs the FSC on a day-to-day
basis.
FSC has National Initiatives in more than 50 countries around the world. Additionally FSC maintains regional offices. The FSC
International Center is located in Bonn, Germany.
National Initiatives promote FSC in their country by providing information about FSC, running marketing campaigns and by
supporting you in using the FSC tool. They also support the development of national or sub-national standards.

2.2 FSC Portuguese Initiative

In 2006, WWF defined the implementation of FSC in Portugal as one of its priorities areas of work, in two parallel equally important
lines:
 the establishment of the National Initiative; and
 the development of the forest management standard for Portugal.
In order to reach those goals, WWF hired a full time technician as WWF Certification Officer for Portugal. Its main responsabilities
were to promote the establishment of FSC Portuguese Initiative and to coordinate the Standard Development Proccess.
The WWF Certification Officer applied to become a FSC Member - Environmental Chamber (in July 2007), the first step for the
application of FSC Contact Person, with the support of FSC Spain and Soil Association/Woodmark and two weeks later, the
application for WWF Certification Officer for Portugal become FSC Contact Person for Portugal was sent out to FSC IC with the
required support of several key players both from the Portuguese Forest and Nature Conservation sectors:
 Aliança Florestal (Grupo Portucel Soporcel/gPS) [forest company of the biggest pulp and paper group];
 Federação Nacional das Cooperativas de Produtores Florestais (Fenafloresta) [small holders federation];
 Liga para a Protecção da Natureza (LPN) [Portuguese oldest ENGO];
 Quercus – Associação Nacional de Conservação da Natureza [second more important national NGO];
 Silvicaima – Sociedade Silvícola Caima, SA [second largest pulp and paper group];
 Vicaima – Indústria de Madeira e Derivados [one of the biggest wood and furniture company, the first to become FSC
certified]; and
 As well, as the support of WWF Mediterranean Programme Office (WWF Med PO).
Its accreditation became official in November 2007.
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The official FSC kick-off was made in a national event in December 2006 – the first FSC biannual Forum. The Forum had the
institutional support of the National Forest Services, Autoridade Florestal Nacional (AFN), at that moment designated as Direcção
Geral dos Recursos Florestais/DGRF and was held under the patronage of the Presidency of the Portuguese Republic.
For communication purposes, an Honor Committee was also created with the presence of several relevant personalities: António
Amorim, Chairman of Corticeira Amorim; Armando Sevinate Pinto, Consultant of the Republic Presidency; Eugénio Sequeira,
Chairman of Liga para a Protecção da Natureza (LPN); Fernando Oliveira Baptista, Social Researcher and Professor of Instituto
Superior de Agronomia (ISA); Francisco Rego, Forest National Director (AFN); José Honório, Chairman of Grupo Portucel Soporcel
(gPS); Luísa Schmidt, Environmental Reporter and Social Researcher of Instituto de Ciências Sociais and the writer and Nobel
Prize, José Saramago.
The event was a success and had more than 200 participants from all the Forest Sector, NGO and other stakeholders.
Through 2007, WWF coordinated the implementation and promotion of FSC in Portugal, mainly in already mention lines of work:
 Promoting the consolidation of the legal entity that would apply to FSC Working Group for Portugal; and
 Coordinating the development of FSC Standard for Portugal.
The format in which the FSC activities were developed in Portugal was previously discussed with FSC IC in March 2007 in a
meeting held in Bonn, where the WWF Certification Officer and the Head of the Forest Program of WWF MedPO presented the
“Action Plan and Proposal: FSC National Initiative for Portugal”. Several meetings were held to ensure an adequate feed-back were
obtain and the future Portuguese National Initiative could benefit from the international experience: Heiko Liedeker (Executive
Director); Marion Karmann (Network Liaison Manager – at that moment); Hubert de Bonafos (ASI); Alan Smith (Social Strategy),
André de Freitas, Pina Gervassi and Stefan Salvador (Policy and Standard Unit – at that moment) and Marcelle Peuckert
(Fundraising).
For the development and consolidation of a legal entity that would become FSC Working Group for Portugal, a Consultative
Committee was created in a way that tried to reflect all the different interests of the Portuguese Forest Sector. This Committee was
publicly presented in 2006 FSC Forum and had the following entities:
 Associação das Indústrias de Madeira e Mobiliário de Portugal (AIMMP) [national wood and furniture association];
 Associação Portuguesa de Cortiça (APCOR) [national cork industry association];
 Confederação de Agricultores de Portugal CAP [national farmers confederation];
 Autoridade Florestal Nacional (AFN), at that time designated as Direcção Geral dos Recursos Florestais (DGRF) [National
Forest Services];
 Associação Florestal de Portugal (Forestis) [small holders association];
 Grupo Portucel Soporcel (gPS) [biggest pulp and paper group];
 Instituto de Conservação da Natureza e Biodiversidade/ICNB (at that time designated as Instituto de Conservação da
Natureza/ICN) [National Nature Conservation Services];
 Instituto Nacional e Engenharia e Tecnologia Industrial (INETI) [research and development entity];
 Instituto Superior de Agronomia (ISA) [forest university];
 Liga para a Protecção da Natureza (LPN) [Portuguese ENGO];
 Quercus – Associação Nacional de Conservação da Natureza [Portuguese NGO];
 Silvicaima – Sociedade Silvícola Caima, SA [second largest pulp and paper group];
 UNAC – União da Floresta Mediterrânea [cork forest producers union].
The work of the Consultative Committee was coordinated by FSC Contact Person (at that time the application was still ongoing)
and in July the Statutes and By-Laws were presented for three months public consultation.
At the same time, the legal and administrative steps for creating a new legal entity were made and in November the public legal act
that formally created Associação para uma Gestão Florestal Responsável (AGFR) was held. An Interim Board of Directors (the
members of the Consultative Committee - AIMMP, APCOR, CAP, ISA, LPN, gPS, Quercus and UNAC) sign that act.
In parallel to all the legal and administrative procedures on going, during the second semester of 2007, WWF took the leadership
and contacted several entities and personalities to prepare the first election for AGFR. The election was held in the first General
Assembly on January 15 2008.
Organizational Structure of AGFR
Board of Directors
Role

Name

President

Luís Neves Silva

Vice President

Vasco Campos

Treasurer
Secretary

Entity

Chamber
Ambiental

Joaquim Lima

WWF
Federação de Produtores
Florestais de Portugal
APCOR

Lupi Caetano

UNAC

Social

Social
Económica
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Organizational Structure of AGFR
Board of Directors
Role

Name

Entity

Chamber

Vowel

Eugénio Sequeira

LPN

Ambiental

Vowel

João Carvalho

ANPC

Social

Vowel

Miguel Capelo

SPEA

Ambiental

Substitute

Fernando Rolin

AIMMP

Económica

Substitute

Sara Pereira

Fenafloresta

Económica

General Assembly
Role

Name

Entity

Chamber

President

João Soares

gPS

Económica

Vice President

Luís Dias

CAP

Social

Secretary

Hélder Spinola

Quercus

Ambiental

Tax and Finnances Committee
Role

Name

Entity

Chamber

Member

Álvaro Coelho

Económica

Member

Ângela Morgado

Ambiental

Member

Pedro Silveira

Social

Substitute

Domingos Patacho

Ambiental

Substitute

Sara Rosa

Substitute

Luís Alcobia

Sylvestris

Económica
Social

Dispute Resolution Committee
Role

Name

Entity

Chamber

Member

Carla Glaziou

Ambiental

Member

António Gonçalves Ferreira

Social

Member

João Soares

Económica

2008 was a break point on FSC activities; WWF was not alone anymore in the coordination of the implementation of FSC in
Portugal. Several other relevant entities were also engaged and joint their efforts and resources putting together the second stage
of FSC National Initiative (FSC Working Group) and promoting FSC (in seminars, workshops, training, etc).
The structure of all decision making bodies of AGFR are presented below:

GPI – Standard Development Group

General Assembly
AGFR Members

Tax and Finances Committee
1 Env. Ch. | 1 Ec. Ch.. | 1 Social Ch.

Dispute Resolution Committee

---------------------------------------------

1 Env. Ch. | 1 Ec. Ch.. | 1 Social Ch.

1 Env. Ch. | 1 Ec. Ch.. | 1 Social Ch.

Board of Directors
2 C. Amb. | 2 C. Eco. | 2 C. Soc.
------------------------------------------------------------------1 C. Amb. | 1 C. Eco. | 1 C. Soc.
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Through 2008 and 2009, the Board of Directors held monthly meetings to deal with day-to-day management and to fulfil the legal
requirements due to a Portuguese membership organization, define the fundraising strategy, communication plan, with ultimate
goal to prepare the application to become FSC Working Group for Portugal.
Due to several changes in the national context regarding Forest policy and internal obstacles (including new elections in July 2009),
only in January 2010, AGFR was consider by its Board to be consolidated as a Portuguese legal entity and fully prepare to meet
FSC requirements and the application was sent out to FSC IC.
st

Since 1 of July of 2010, the Associação para uma Gestão Florestal Responsável (AGFR) was officially endorsed by FSC IC as
FSC National Office for Portugal.
Up to date, the AGFR / FSC Portugal have 38 Members, divided in the three chambers as presented below:
Economic Chamber
Entity / Name

Fenafloresta / Sara Pereira

APCOR / Joaquim Lima

AIMMP / Fernando Rolin

Portucel / João Soares

Silvestrys / Luísa Silva

Centro PINUS / João Gonçalves

João Soares

João Lé

AFLOPS / José Lupi Caetano

ANSUB / Pedro Silveira

APFC / António Gonçalves Ferreira

Gesfloresta / Fernanda Vale Dias

Celbi / Francisco Silva Gomes

Silvicaima / Henk Feith

AmBioDiv / Filipa Gouveia

ANEFA / Pedro Serra Ramos

Iberflorestal / Alejandre Oliveros

Sativa / Vanessa Linforth

Sonae Indústria / João Paulo Pinto

ACHAR / Carlos Amaral Netto

Elected AGFR Body

Vice-President BoD

Secretary BoD

Substitute

President GA

Member TFC

Substitute TFC

Member DRC

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Register in GPI

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Elected AGFR Body

President BoD

Vowel

Substitute

Secretary GA

Member TFC

Substitute TFC

Member DRC

No

No

No

Register in GPI

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Elected AGFR Body

Treasurer

Vowel

Substitute

Vice President GA

Member TFC

Substitute TFC

Member DRC

No

Register in GPI

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Environmental Chamber
Entity / Name

WWF Med PO / Paolo Lombardi (represented by Luís Neves Silva)

LPN / Eugénio Sequeira

SPEA / Carlos Silva

Quercus / Susana Fonseca

Domingos Patacho

CEABN / Francisco Rego

Carla Glaziou

Ana Ganhão

Ana Dahlin

Carlos Fonseca
Social Chamber
Entity / Name

UNAC / Nuno Calado

ANPC / João Carvalho

Forestis / Francisco Carvalho Guerra

CAP / Luís Dias

Rita Serra

RAIZ / Serafim Tavares

António Gonçalves Ferreira

Sara Pereira
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3. Introduction

3.1 Scope

The scope of the proposed standard includes all types of forest areas present in Portugal mainland [plantations, semi-natural (like
cork oak stands) and natural forests]. It also includes the diversity of scale (industrial owners and small holders) and intensity
(eucalyptus and pine plantations and cork oak stands).
After analyzing the International Criteria for SLIMF (Small and Low Intensity Managed Forest) and the Spanish Criteria and
approach, the Portuguese SDG has decided the following:
Criteria for forest areas

Threshold

Small

< 100 hectares

Low Intensity

The rate of harvesting is less than
20% of the mean annual increment
(MAI) within the total production
forest area of the unit
AND
the annual harvest from the total
production forest area is less than
5000 cubic meters,
3

Explanatory Note: The 5000 m
limit should be considered as the
average for the five years (period of
validity of the certificate).
Table 1: SLIMF eligibility criteria

Forest management units in which non-timber forest products (NTFPs) are the main production will be consider as low intensity
SLIMF and, in case of existing any other wooden production, there should be evaluated according to Table 1.
Evaluation of Forest Management Units (FMU) qualified as SLIMF
To easy the access of small or low intensity managed forest (SLIMF) to FSC Certification, the Portuguese SDG have defined
specific indicators. In some cases, these indicators reduce the documentation burden or mandatory studies (e.g. Indicator 6.1.1). In
other cases, some of the generic Portuguese indicators are simply not applicable (e.g. Indicator 4.1.4) or applicable to only one of
the SLIMF categories (e.g Indicator 6.2.3 has an alternative content for small FMU).
Regarding Groups of SLIMF, the Portuguese SDG has decided that all the Members of the Group shall comply with SLIMF
eligibility criteria, but there is no limit to the size of the Group.
Evaluation of Forest Management Units (FMU) qualified as mixed
The mixed case can include two different situations:
1)

A Group that does not qualify as SLIMF, but some of the Members are eligible to be considered as SLIMF, the evaluation
should be a normal assessment, although the Group can define internally simplified procedures to those Members.

2)

A Group that qualify as SLIMF, but there is a possibility the in the future some of the Members would not be eligible as
SLIMF. The Group would benefit of the streamline procedures until a non SLIMF Member joins the Group. From that
moment on, the assessment will be held as a normal assessment.

3.2 Standard Development Proccess
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Standard development activities were already taking place prior to FSC Standard Development Process was initiated in 2007. The
model used worked very well and was also adopted for FSC: individuals and entities participated on regular (although voluntary)
basis in the technical sessions and all the costs related were supported by themselves or their entities. Appropriate meeting rooms
and other facilities (like projectors) were provided by several entities at different moments across Portugal at no cost.
The first forest management certification initiatives started back in 2002 and in less than three years, two versions of two generic
standards (Soil Association and Rainforest Alliance) were already in use.
The generic standards developed by Soil Association and Smartwood; the FSC Standard for Spain (already endorsed at that
moment) and the technical inputs related to Sustainable Forest Management and Forest Certification provided by the National
forest standard development process (later endorsed by PEFC) were used as the main sources of information to propose indicators
for the discussion.
The reason not to adopt any of the already defined indicators was the general understanding that would be more adequate to
promote a national approach and a formal FSC Standard Development Process and also it was understood at national level the
importance of creating the proper forum for the local interpretation of FSC P&C, providing the adequate transfer of knowledge to
the forest managers, future auditors, consultants, NGO, etc..
Also there were some significant differences between the two existing generic standards among themselves that should be
harmonized and with the Spanish FSC Standard (for instance Portuguese law regarding cork and resin were more demanding then
the indicators provided by the Spanish FSC Standard).
The formal announcement regarding the start of the FSC standard development process was made in December of 2006, during
the first biannual FSC Forum.
For that event, invitations were sent for more than 1300 entities / individuals with the purpose to engage the relevant stakeholders.
The FSC Forum had more than 200 participants from the Portuguese forest sector, NGO’s, R&D, CB, etc. The presentations focus
on explaining what FSC was and represented and described the action plan prepared by WWF regarding the establishment of FSC
in Portugal. The regulation for the participation on the FSC Standard Development Process was also presented and the registration
forms were distributed. The FSC Executive Director, Heiko Liedeker, was present recognizing the launching event for FSC in
Portugal.
Any stakeholder was (and is) free to participate on the FSC Standard Development Process with the only requirement to register in
‘Grupo de Partes Interessadas’ (GPI).
During 2007 several technical sessions were held, structure according to FSC P&C themes:
a) Glossary of Terms
b) Principle 1 and 2
c) Principle 4
d) Principle 6
e) Principle 5
f) Principle 7
g) Principle 8
h) Principle 9
i) Principle 10
j) Cork indicators
k) SLIMF
All the sessions were organized in the same way. WWF Certification Officer (later endorsed as FSC Contact Person for Portugal)
prepared a proposal of the indicators based on the existing generic standards, the Spanish FSC standards and relevant
documentation provided by FSC IC. The proposed indicators would be distributed previously (1-2 weeks) to the meeting and the
final set of indicators would be approved during the technical sessions. When a register stakeholder could not be present, the
comments would be sent to the facilitator/chair and presented during the meeting. In total that year, 20 sessions were held.
In December 2007, the first draft of FSC Standard was ready and was sent for public consultation.
The first draft was distributed by e-mail to all stakeholders (‘Grupo de Partes Interessadas’) and made available in FSC Portugal
website (www.fscportugal.org) in beginning of December and the public consultation was open for two and half months. No
comments were received.
The second FSC Forum was held in February 2008 and in the day after the forum, a broaden two days meeting was promoted to
discuss the first draft of FSC Standard for Portugal. It was held in a special format: six chamber balanced working groups, each one
with a coordinator, were established with the task of reviewing the Version 1.0 of the FSC Standard for Portugal. The conclusions
were quite similar (and consensual) among the six groups and were publicly presented in the afternoon of the second day: there
was a general approval of the Version 1.0, most of the changes were regarding languages issues; there were proposals for
merging indicators as well as adding new ones.
The FSC standard development process continued during 2008. The comments/conclusions were integrated and two new themes,
important for the national forest context, were added: game and pine seeds. The technical sessions were organized and held in the
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same way as before. In total, 14 meetings were held and Version 2.0 was finished in August 2008 and was sent out for public
consultation.
Due to the lack of funding, the forest testing was ensured by one of the Certification Bodies operating in Portugal (Sativa/Soil
Association). Sativa used all the ‘normal’ assessments, surveillance audits and pre-assessments schedule between September
2008 and June 2009 to test the FSC Standard for Portugal Version 2.0, ensuring the testing in all different types of conditions
(industrial owners, small holders, group certification, eucalyptus and pine plantations, cork oak stands, etc) without making FSC
Portugal incurred in any cost.
Forest Type

Date of test

Location

FSC CB

Auditors and GPI rep

Multisite. Large scale
Eucalyptus plantation & cork

November 2008

North

SATIVA/Soil
Association

Vanessa Linforth, Isabel Ramos,
Lennart Holm, Joana Cruz e Jorge
Cunha

Group. Mini scale plantations.
Wood, various species

November 2008

Center

SATIVA/Soil
Association

Vanessa Linforth, Isabel Ramos

Multisite. Large scale
Eucalyptus plantation. Wood

March 2009

North

SATIVA/Soil
Association

Vanessa Linforth, Isabel Ramos e
Joana Cruz

Group. Large scale mixed
forests. Wood & NTPFs

April 2009

South

SATIVA/Soil
Association

Vanessa Linforth, Isabel Ramos e
Raquel Martinho

Group. Large scale mixed
forests. Wood & NTPFs

May 2009

South

SATIVA/Soil
Association

Vanessa Linforth, Isabel Ramos

Group. Mini scale plantations.
Wood, various species

September 2009

Center

SATIVA/Soil
Association

Vanessa Linforth, Isabel Ramos

Group. Large scale mixed
forests. Wood & NTPFs

September 2009

Center

SATIVA/Soil
Association

Vanessa Linforth, Isabel Ramos

Unfortunately, it was not possible to test the game indicators and it was decided to redrawn the indicators from the scope. The
results of the forest testing and Sativa’s comments to FSC Standard for Portugal Version 2.0 were presented in three public
sessions across Portugal (Porto – North; Penela – Center and Lisbon – South) during July 2009 and distributed by e-mail to all
stakeholders (‘Grupo de Partes Interessadas’) for analyses and comments.
The comments to Version 2.0 and the results of the field testing presented to the stakeholders in September were discussed in two
broaden Final Meetings one in November 2009 and the second in January 2010 (the second one was planned to happen in
December but the National Forest Services asked for more time to send their comments, which at the end didn’t happen).
The Final Version included the conclusions of the last two meetings and was sent out to all stakeholders (‘Grupo de Partes
Interessadas’) by mail and made available in FSC Portugal website, previous to its official approval in the General Assembly of
AGFR, which being an chamber balanced organization, allowed to fulfil FSC requirements. The Final Version was approved in the
st
1 of April 2010 and was sent for translation into English, since Portuguese is not one of FSC official languages.
It was sent out to FSC IC for accreditation on July 2010.
3.3 Review procedure

For the next steps on reviewing the existing standard, a Standard Development Group (SDG) will be created, with 4 members in
each chamber. The composition of SDG will be decided by the Board of Directors, which is also chamber balanced. The
announcement will be sent out in September. The Board of Directors will analyze the CV received in October and the final
composition will be made public in November. There will be monthly meetings for revising the FSC Standard for Portugal starting in
January 2011 with the objective of incorporate FSC comments fulfilling the new requirements and having the national standard
adapted to the new P&C by 1 of January 2013.
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The SDG will be responsible over one and half year to revised the existing standard, taking in consideration FSC IC endorsement
comments, the stakeholders comments (regarding new certifications) and the new P&C.
Based on the experience from the previous FSC Standard Development Process, few time experts were needed. When that
happened, there was a contact from the facilitator and contributions were discussed within the regular meetings. Sometimes, after
the contact, the expert engaged in the ‘Grupo de Partes Interessadas’ and start participating in the technical meetings.
The same model will be followed.
‘Grupo De Partes Interessadas’ will be used as the Consultative Forum and technical updates will be sent out on a monthly basis
for the Consultative Forum. ‘Grupo de Partes Interessadas - GPI’ is an open database that was and will be used for FSC Standard
Development Process.

3.4 References and bibliography

The following documents were used as a reference and/or as basis to work while developing FSC Standard for Forest Managment
in Portugal:
1)

2)

FSC Documents:
a. FSC-STD-01-001 FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship
b. FSC-STD-01-002 Glossary of Terms
c. FSC-STD-01-003 SLIMF’s
d. FSC-STD-60-006 Process Requirements for the development and maintenance of National Forest Stewardship
Standards
e. FSC-STD-60-002 Structure and Content of National Forest Stewardship Standards
f. FSC-GUI-60-004 FSC Forest Stewardship Standards: structure, content and suggested indicators
g. FSC-GUI-60-100 Guidance on interpretation of the FSC Principles and Criteria taking account of the scale and
intensity of forest management
Other Documents:
a. FSC Spain: Estándares Espaňoles de Gestión Florestal para la Certificación FSC
b. Rainforest Alliance/SmartWood Directrizes Interinas para a Avaliação da Gestão Florestal em Portugal (Versão II Fevereiro de 2006)
c. Norma Genérica Woodmark
d. AD-33-PT-03_SGS Qualifor Forest Management Standard for Portugal
st
e. FSC UK Principles and Criteria Ordered Version (Standard effective: 1 November 2006)
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Principle #1: Compliance with laws and FSC Principles
Forest management shall respect all applicable laws of the country in which they occur, and international treaties and agreements to which the country is a signatory, and comply
with all FSC Principles and Criteria.
Criterion 1.1 Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and administrative requirements.

NP 4406
4.1
4.2.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

1.1.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g.
procedures);

The forest management organization shall demonstrate awareness of applicable legal
requirements.

 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents.
1.1.2

The forest management organization shall demonstrate complete compliance with applicable
legal and administrative requirements.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g.
procedures);
 Records (e.g. obligatory “template 1360”, contract with service providers in
case of outsourced Health and Safety Services, qualification of the
organization’s Health and Safety Officer, Annual Safety Report, Labour
insurance policy, felling declarations);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections;
 Stakeholder consultation (including regulatory authorities).
 Records;

1.1.3
If any non-compliances with legal or regulatory requirements have been identified by the
enterprise or by third parties in the previous five years, they shall have been documented by
the enterprise, were promptly corrected, and effective action has been taken according to
applicable legislations to prevent their recurrence.
1.1.4

 Field inspections;
 Stakeholder consultation (including regulatory authorities).

All personnel, including contractors, shall demonstrate a working knowledge of
relevant codes of practice, operational guidelines and other accepted norms or
agreements relevant to their responsibilities.
Applicability Note: Applicable only to Non SLIMF organizations
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Criterion 1.2 All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and other charges shall be paid.

NP 4406
4.1
4.2.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

1.2.1

 Records (e.g. identification or payment records);

The forest management organization shall demonstrate that all applicable legal charges have
been identified and paid.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including regulatory authorities).

1.2.2

If there are pending payments, the forest management organization shall have an agreement
with the competent authority to deliver them over a certain period of time.

 Records (e.g. records of payment);
 Stakeholder consultation (including regulatory authorities).

Criterion 1.3 In signatory countries, the provisions of all binding international agreements such as CITES, ILO Conventions, ITTA, and Convention on
Biological Diversity, shall be respected.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

1.3.1

The forest management organization shall be aware of, and comply with, the requirements of
all binding international agreements to which Portugal is a signatory, even if they have not yet
been transposed to national law.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Interpretation note: The seven conventions designated by the ILO as key conventions,
Conventions n.º 87, 98, 29, 105, 100, 101 and 138, were all ratified by Portugal and are all
transposed into National Law. International agreements that have been transposed to
national law are complied with through 1.1.

 Stakeholder consultation (including regulatory authorities).

NP 4406
4.1
4.2.3

 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
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1.3.2

The forest management enterprise shall have a list of all locally occurring species
that are listed by CITES.
Applicability Note: Applicable only to Non SLIMF organizations

Criterion 1.4 Conflicts between laws, regulations and the FSC Principles and Criteria shall be evaluated for the purposes of certification, on a case by case
basis, by the certifiers and the involved or affected parties.
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

1.4.1

 Records;

The forest management organization shall identify and justify any conflicts between laws,
regulations and the FSC Principles and Criteria, and bring them to the attention of the
Certification Body.

NP 4406
4.2.3

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.

Note: In case conflicts have been identified, the Certification Body shall evaluate the conflict,
involving the forest management organization, regulatory authorities and other interested
stakeholders.
1.4.2

The enterprise shall document the results of any such attempt to resolve the conflict,
including written evidence of any government, certification body or FSC National Office formal
interpretations, approvals, designations, authorizations, exceptions/ exemptions from
requirements, which might allow the conflict to be resolved.



Criterion 1.5 Forest management areas should be protected from illegal harvesting, settlement and other unauthorized activities.

NP 4406
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4.4.1, 4.4.2,
4.3.3
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

1.5.1

The forest management organization shall implement a system to prevent and monitor illegal
or unauthorised activities.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Note: See also indicator 6.2.5

 Field inspections (with no evidence of illegal or unauthorised activities);

 Records (e.g. monitoring records);

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.
1.5.2

The enterprise shall maintain a record of all detected instances of illegal harvesting and other
unauthorized activities within its management area, and of any subsequent actions taken to
control the illegal activity.



Criterion 1.6 Forest managers shall demonstrate a long-term commitment to adhere to the FSC Principles and Criteria.

NP 4406
4.1

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

1.6.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (Management
Policy);
The enterprise shall have a publicly available policy endorsed by the Top Management
explicitly stating a long-term commitment to forest management practices consistent with the
FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship.

 Records (e.g. of communication).

 Records (e.g. list of forest areas).

1.6.2
The forest manager shall disclose information on all forest areas over which (s) he has some
degree of management responsibility (see FSC policy on Partial Certification), and there is no
substantive evidence that the management of this land conflicts with FSC-POL-01-004 Part I
(1)

Applicability Note: Applicable only to Non SLIMF organizations
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1.6.3

The forest management organization shall not implement activities that are in direct conflict
with FSC Principles and Criteria in forest areas that are under its control but not included
within the certification scope.

 Records (e.g. list of forest areas).
 Field inspections.
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Principle #2: Tenure and use rights and responsibilities
Long-term tenure and use rights to the land and forest resources shall be clearly defined, documented and legally established.
Criterion 2.1 Clear evidence of long-term forest use rights to the land (e.g. land title, customary rights, or lease agreements) shall be demonstrated.

NP 4406
B.6.1
4.2.2

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

2.1.1

The forest management organization shall be legally registered and declare its name and
legal status to the Certification Body.

 Records (identification records such as National Identity Card number,
Taxpayer number, Company identification number, Commercial registry
certificate (duly updated), Constitutional documents, etc).

2.1.2

The forest management organization shall demonstrate its long-term use rights to the
resources it uses.

 Records (ex. real estate registry, lease agreements, land use agreements,
free of charge loan of use, maps, etc.).

Note: See also indicator 1.6.1
2.1.3

The forest management organization shall maintain, and make available to the Certification
Body, an up-to-date record of any changes made to tenure and/ or use rights.

 Records (e.g. communication records, recognition of heirs, real estate
registry, lease agreements, etc).

Criterion 2.2 Local communities with legal or customary tenure or use rights shall maintain control, to the extent necessary to protect their rights or
resources, over forest operations unless they delegate control with free and informed consent to other agencies.

NP 4406
B.6.1
4.2.2
4.1 d), 4.2.1
4.2.4

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

2.2.1

 Records (e.g. records of identification of local communities or of identification
of legal or customary tenure or use rights, maps);

The forest management organization shall identify and document the legal or customary
tenure or use rights of local communities regarding the area within the certification scope.
Interpretation note: See also indicator 4.4.1

 Stakeholder consultation.
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2.2.2

The forest management organization shall show that the legal or customary tenure or use
rights of local communities were respected in the planning and execution of its forest
management activities.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including local communities).

2.2.3

Where forest operations occur on lands on which local communities have legal or customary
tenure or use rights, the organization shall demonstrate that the communities in question
have EITHER:



Maintained clear and direct control over forest operations to the extent necessary to protect
their rights or resources;
OR: have delegated such control with free and informed consent to other agencies or the
organization

Criterion 2.3 Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed to resolve disputes over tenure claims and use rights. The circumstances and status of any
outstanding disputes will be explicitly considered in the certification evaluation. Disputes of substantial magnitude involving a significant number of
interests will normally disqualify an operation from being certified.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

2.3.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall define and implement appropriate mechanisms to
identify and resolve disputes over tenure claims and use rights, including regular contacts
with locally recognized community representatives and follow legal procedures for dispute
resolution, if necessary.

NP 4406
B.6.1
4.2.2
4.3.3

 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.

2.3.2

If there is evidence of unresolved disputes of substantial magnitude involving a significant
number of interests regarding tenure and use rights, these will normally disqualify an
operation from being certified.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.
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2.3.3

Dispute resolution procedures shall make provision for the requirement that where tenure or
use rights of communities may be compromised, forest operations that are or may be the
direct cause of the dispute shall not be initiated or shall be suspended until the dispute has
been resolved.



Applicability Note: Applicable only to Non SLIMF organizations
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Principle #3: Indigenous peoples' rights
The legal and customary rights of indigenous peoples to own, use and manage their lands, territories, and resources shall be recognized and respected.

3.1 Indigenous peoples shall control forest management on their lands and territories unless they delegate control with free and informed consent to other agencies.
3.2 Forest management shall not threaten or diminish, either directly or indirectly, the resources or tenure rights of indigenous peoples.
3.3 Sites of special cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance to indigenous peoples shall be clearly identified in cooperation with such peoples, and recognized and protected by
forest managers.
3.4 Indigenous peoples shall be compensated for the application of their traditional knowledge regarding the use of forest species or management systems in forest operations. This
compensation shall be formally agreed upon with their free and informed consent before forest operations commence.

NOT APPLICABLE TO PORTUGAL
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Principle #4: Community relations and worker's rights
Forest management operations shall maintain or enhance the long-term social and economic well-being of forest workers and local communities.
Criterion 4.1 The communities within, or adjacent to, the forest management area should be given opportunities for employment, training, and other
services.

NP 4406
B.6.3
4.2.2
4.3.1

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

4.1.1

 Records (e.g. outsourcing criteria; employment criteria; evidence of
employment of local workers or local subcontractors, job advertisements in
local newspapers);

Workers from local communities shall be given equal access to employment, outsourced work
and other economic activities.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including local communities/ agents).
4.1.2

Employment contracts and outsourcing agreements shall be established through
mechanisms based on clear, and preferably documented, criteria.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. employment
procedures);
 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including local subcontractors).

4.1.3

The results of employment and outsourcing processes shall be available at the request of all
candidates, within the rules of commercial confidentiality.

 Records (evidence of communication, etc.);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including local subcontractors).

4.1.4

The forest management organization shall show what attempts it has made to provide
support services to local communities, namely those related with training, sports, leisure or
cultural activities.

 Records (agreements, letters, donations, training sessions, etc.);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including local communities).

SLIMF applicability note: This indicator is not applicable to SLIMF.
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Criterion 4.2 Forest management should meet or exceed all applicable laws and/or regulations covering health and safety of employees and their families.

NP 4406
4.1, 4.2.3
4.3.2
4.3.6, 4.3.7

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

4.2.1

 Records (e.g. obligatory “template 1360”, contract with service providers in
case of subcontracting of Health and Safety Services, qualification of the
organization’s Health and Safety Officer, Annual Safety Report);

The forest management organization shall organize its Health and Safety Services in
compliance with national legislation.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including regulatory authorities).
4.2.2

4.2.3

All workers, be they employees of the forest management organization or of its
subcontractors, shall be provided with Health, Hygiene and Safety training relevant to their
occupation.

 Records (e.g. training records, obligatory “Professional Aptitude Record”);

All tools, machinery, equipment and substances shall be in safe working condition.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. operational
procedures, Machinery Directive);

 Interviews with forest management agents;

 Records (e.g. maintenance records);
 Field inspections.
4.2.4

The forest management organization shall ensure that Personal Protective Equipment is used
correctly by all workers, be they employees of the forest management organization or of its
subcontractors.

 Records (e.g. list of Personal Protective Equipment necessary for each job,
records of noncompliance);
 Field inspections;
 Interviews with forest management agents;

4.2.5

4.2.6

The forest management organization shall implement specific guidelines for emergency
situations, in order to prevent their occurrence and minimize damage caused to human
Health and Safety.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall evaluate work related accidents that occurred in
the Forest Management Unit (involving employees of the forest management organization or
of its subcontractors), in order to identify their causes and any appropriate corrective actions
that should be taken.

 Records (e.g. accident records, Workplace Accident Report, etc.);

 Field inspections;
 Interviews with forest management agents;

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections (e.g. implementation of preventive measures).
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4.2.7

The forest management organization shall promote compliance of welfare and labour legal
requirements, for all workers operating in the Forest Management Unit.

 Records (evidence of compliance such as outsourcing contracts,
requirements for subcontractors, social security reports);
 Interviews with forest management agents (including subcontractors).

Criterion 4.3 The rights of workers to organize and voluntarily negotiate with their employers shall be guaranteed as outlined in Conventions 87 and 98 of the
International Labour Organisation (ILO).
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

4.3.1

The forest management organization freely allows workers to form or join trade unions, in
compliance with Conventions 87 and 98.

 Interviews with forest management agents.

4.3.2

The forest management organization shall inform and consult workers prior to decision
making, when decisions directly affect their working terms and conditions and/or welfare
rights.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

4.1, 4.2.3

 Records (e.g. minutes of meetings)
 Interviews with forest management agents.

Criterion 4.4 Management planning and operations shall incorporate the results of evaluations of social impact. Consultations shall be maintained with
people and groups (both men and women) directly affected by management operations.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

4.4.1

The forest management organization shall maintain a list of people and groups that are
directly affected by their forest management activities.

 Records (e.g. list of people and groups);

Note: See also indicator 2.2.1

 Stakeholder consultation.

The forest management organization shall define, document and implement a system for
previously identifying and evaluating the potential social impacts of forest activities carried out
in the Forest Management Unit.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

4.4.2

NP 4406

NP 4406
4.2.1
4.2.4
4.3.3

 Interviews with forest management agents;

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.
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4.4.3

4.4.4

4.4.5

The forest management organization shall regularly consult people and groups that are
directly affected by their forest management activities, on the social impacts of forest activities
carried out in the Forest Management Unit.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Interpretation note: If the forest management organization does not have adequate
knowledge, it can involve specialists, non-governmental organizations and regulatory
authorities.

 Stakeholder consultation (including the people and groups identified).

The forest management organization shall demonstrate how the results of the evaluation of
social impacts of forest operations are considered in planning and management decisions.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

In case of significant impacts, the forest management organization shall define and
implement mitigating measures.

 Records;

 Consultation records (e.g. minutes of meetings);
 Interviews with forest management agents;

 Records (e.g. social impact evaluation reports, minutes of meetings)

 Stakeholder consultation (including the people and groups identified).

Criterion 4.5 Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed for resolving grievances and for providing fair compensation in the case of loss or damage affecting
the legal or customary rights, property, resources, or livelihoods of local peoples. Measures shall be taken to avoid such loss or damage.

NP 4406
4.1 d)
4.3.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

4.5.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall define and implement a mechanism for resolving
grievances which includes:



4.5.2

An evaluation of the cause of the grievance and of eventual losses or damages
occurred; and
The definition of measures to avoid their recurrence.

In the case of losses or damages affecting local communities, the grievance resolution shall
enable fair compensation.

 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.
 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.
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4.5.3

In the event of any unresolved dispute, the enterprise shall show that it has followed (or is
following) its dispute resolution process in a honest, correct and loyal. effort to resolve the
dispute.



Applicability Note: Applicable only to Non SLIMF organizations
Principle #5: Benefits from the forest
Forest management operations shall encourage the efficient use of the forest's multiple products and services to ensure economic viability and a wide range of environmental and
social benefits.
Criterion 5.1 Forest management should strive toward economic viability, while taking into account the full environmental, social, and operational costs of
production, and ensuring the investments necessary to maintain the ecological productivity of the forest.

NP 4406
4.2.4
B.3.1
B.3.2
B.6.2

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

5.1.1

The forest management organization shall have an annual budget that shows expected costs,
investments and revenues.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

5.1.2

The budget shall be based on credible projections of yield and value of the products or
services

 Records (e.g. expenses, income, sales, inventory, sources of information)

5.1.3

The planning, and corresponding budgeting, of forest operations shall:

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;




5.1.4

Consider the environmental, social and economic impact of the operations
proposed; and
Ensure the investment necessary to maintain the ecological and productive value of
the Forest Management Unit.

There shall be a financial plan which estimates the cost and expected revenue from
implementing the forest management plan (including social and environmental
commitments) over at least the following five-year period.

 Records (e.g. budgets, budget revision).

 Records (e.g. budget, social and environmental costs).



Applicability Note: Applicable only to Non SLIMF organizations
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Criterion 5.2 Forest management and marketing operations should encourage the optimal use and local processing of the forest's diversity of products.

NP 4406
4.2.4
4.3.6
B.3.1, B.3.2

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

5.2.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall evaluate the actual and potential use of the
multiple products of the Forest Management Unit (e.g. wood, game, cork, resin, mushrooms,
grazing).

 Records;
 Field inspections.

Note: See also indicator 5.4.1
5.2.2

The forest management organization shall evaluate the possibility of processing and selling
its forest products, including non timber forest products and slash, to local entities.

 Records (e.g. of local dissemination of processing/ sales information);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.

Criterion 5.3 Forest management should minimize waste associated with harvesting and on-site processing operations and avoid damage to other forest
resources.
INDICATORS
5.3.1

5.3.2

NP 4406
4.3.6

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

The forest management organization shall plan and execute harvesting and ‘in situ’
processing operations efficiently, so as to avoid, among other aspects:





Wasting wood;
Breaking logs;
Degradation of wood and other forest products;
Damage to forest resources; and



whole tree harvesting.

Adjacent areas shall not be damaged due to careless access or to forest operations.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. operational
procedures; good practice codes, manuals or guides);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.

 Field inspections.

Page 25 of 69

5.3.3

Harvesting should be carried out during appropriate times of the year, in order to maximize
harvesting effectiveness.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.

Criterion 5.4 Forest management should strive to strengthen and diversify the local economy, avoiding dependence on a single forest product.

NP 4406
4.2.4
B.3.1

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

5.4.1

 Records (e.g. scientific publications/ reports);

The forest management organization shall seek the best available information on:




the diversity of potential forest products and services, including 'lesser known' timber
species, non timber forest products and opportunities for forest recreation/leisure;
and
the role of these products and services in the local economy.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.

And incorporated these within the forest management planning process.
Note: See also criterion 5.2
5.4.2

The forest management organization shall examine the possibility of diversifying the products
and services it offers, considering the previous indicator.

 Records (e.g. evaluation reports, minutes of meetings);
 Interviews with forest management agents.

Note: See also Indicator 5.2.1
5.4.3

SLIMF applicability note: only the following indictor applies

 Interviews with forest management agents.

The forest management organization shall examine the possibility of diversifying the products
and services it offers, considering the diversity of potential forest products and services and
their contribution to the local economy.
5.4.4

With previous authorization, the enterprise shall allow local people to have access to the
forest, and to harvest forest products for their own use, where this does not interfere with the
social, financial or ecological objectives of management.
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Criterion 5.5 Forest management operations shall recognize, maintain, and, where appropriate, enhance the value of forest services and resources such as
watersheds and fisheries.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

5.5.1

The forest management organization shall have information on forest resources and services
in the Forest Management Unit.

 Records;

Interpretation Note: It may be necessary to compile information on the FMU and the
surrounding area, in case resources and services in the former are influenced, or influence,
for instance:

 Stakeholder consultation.








5.5.2

NP 4406
4.2.1
B.4
B.5

 Interviews with forest management agents;

The use of permanent watercourses;
Commercial or sport fishing activities;
Landscape quality issues;
Soil conservation;
Recreation and leisure activities;
Hunting and shooting;
Natural and patrimonial values.

The forest management organization shall identify the values of the forest resources and
services that are presumably present in the Forest Management Unit.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (maps, etc);
 Interviews with forest management agents.

5.5.3

The forest management organization shall maintain or enhance the values mentioned in the
previous indicator.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

SLIMF applicability note: This indicator does not apply to SLIMF.

 Interviews with forest management agents.

 Records (maps, etc);
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Criterion 5.6 The rate of harvest of forest products shall not exceed levels which can be permanently sustained.

NP 4406
4.2.4
B.1.2
B.3.1
B.3.2

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

5.6.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall set yield estimates for the various products in the
Forest Management Unit, based on the most adequate and up-to-date information.

 Records (e.g. scientific publications, records of past harvests, technical
reports, inventory results);
 Interviews with forest management agents.

5.6.2

.
The planned and actual extraction rate of the forest resource (Including NTFPs) shall not
jeopardize the forest's productive potential or potential to maintain its environmental

5.6.3

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. scientific publications, inventory results, growth and yield
models);

or social services in the medium to long term.

 Interviews with forest management agents.

The enterprise shall keep clear, accurate and up-to-date records of harvested volumes of
their own commercial timber species, and of their own commercial harvest of any non-timber
forest products, taking in account the commercial method of the forest products.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Interpretation Note: In Portugal, some forest products (e.g pine cones, forest fruit (Arbustus
unedo, etc.) might be commercialized based on estimated yield/quantities. Some species
have very prescriptive legal requirements (e.g. cork).

 Interviews with forest management agents.

 Records (e.g. scientific publications, records of past harvests, technical
reports, inventory results);

SLIMF applicability note: This indicator does not apply to SLIMF.
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Principle #6: Environmental impact
Forest management shall conserve biological diversity and its associated values, water resources, soils, and unique and fragile ecosystems and landscapes, and, by so doing,
maintain the ecological functions and the integrity of the forest.
Criterion 6.1 Assessment of environmental impacts shall be completed -- appropriate to the scale, intensity of forest management and the uniqueness of the
affected resources – and adequately integrated into management systems. Assessments shall include landscape level considerations as well as the impacts
of on-site processing facilities. Environmental impacts shall be assessed prior to commencement of site-disturbing operations.

NP 4406

4.2.1
4.2.2
4.2.4
4.3.2
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.1.1a

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall determine, document and implement a system for
identifying and assessing the potential environmental impacts of all the activities carried out in
the Forest Management Unit.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.

Note 1: An environmental impact assessment is a management procedure that is applied to
identify, organize, interpret and communicate relevant information to decision-making. This
procedure can be followed to perform informal assessments of activities such as forest
planning or harvesting. The ultimate aim of such an assessment is to minimize negative
impacts, ensure conservation of important elements and enhance positive aspects of the
activity.
Note 2: The environmental impact assessment shall be performed prior to commencement of
ecologically-disturbing operations, in a manner that is appropriate to the scale of the
operations and vulnerability of the site.
6.1.1b

SLIMF applicability note: the above indicator does not apply to SLIMF:
The forest management organization shall determine and assess the potential environmental
impacts of the forest management activities carried out in the Forest Management Unit.

6.1.2

Environmental impact assessment at the landscape level shall consider aspects related to
landscape planning, visual impacts and cumulative impacts of forest operations in the Forest
Management Unit and adjacent areas.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.
 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.
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6.1.3

Environmental impact assessment at the local level shall consider impacts on soil, water,
habitats, flora and fauna.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. pre-evaluations, decisions);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.

6.1.4

6.1.5

The forest management organization shall establish and implement a strategy for managing
significant environmental impacts, based on the principles of Precaution and Prevention, as
well as on mitigation and correction measures.

 Records;

The above-mentioned strategy shall include the assessment of impacts caused by past
forestry operations and, whenever justified, their correction.

 Records;

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections, including of on-going operations.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections, including of on-going operations.

6.1.6

The assessments of environmental impact referred to in Indicators 6.1.1 (a) - (b) and 6.1.2
above shall be completed prior to commencement of site disturbing activities and include
potential impacts relating to the extraction of forest products (e.g. the choice of equipment,
impact of the transport network, , etc), both within FMU and adjacent areas.



Applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF
6.1.7

The assessments of impacts referred to in Indicators 6.1.1 (a) - (b) and 6.1.2 above shall
explicitly consider potential impacts on any High Conservation Values identified within the
FMU.



Applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF

Criterion 6.2 Safeguards shall exist which protect rare, threatened and endangered species and their habitats (e.g., nesting and feeding areas). Conservation
zones and protection areas shall be established, appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management and the uniqueness of the affected resources.
Inappropriate hunting, fishing, trapping and collecting shall be controlled.

NP 4406
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4.2.1
4.2.2
4.2.4
4.3.2
B.4.2
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.2.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall assess, based on the best available information,
the likely presence of threatened species and their habitats (e.g. nesting, shelter and feeding
areas) in the Forest Management Unit.

 Records (e.g. evaluation records such as species lists and maps);
 Stakeholder consultation (including specialists).

Note 1: Protected species are covered by legal Conservation instruments applicable to our
country (Habitats Directive, Bird Directive, Bern, Bonn and CITES conventions). Their
identification should consider, among others, the Natura 2000 Sectoral Plan and the National
report on implementation of the Habitats Directive. The identification of threatened species
shall consider, but not limit itself to, the 3 IUCN categories of conservation status: critically
threatened, threatened and vulnerable, established for Portugal in the Red List of Threatened
species for Portugal. Portuguese and Iberian endemisms shall also be considered.
Note 2: If the forest management organization does not have enough knowledge concerning
the subject, it can involve specialists, non-governmental organizations and regulatory
authorities.
6.2.2

The forest management organization shall designate conservation zones and protection
areas and mark them on maps, in a manner appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest
management and the uniqueness of the affected resources, whenever the best available
information permits it.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. maps);
 Stakeholder consultation (including specialists).

Interpretation note: Designation of conservation zones and protection areas is based on their
potential to safeguard the species and/or habitats mentioned in 6.2.1.
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6.2.3

Conservation zones shall have been selected to maximize their contribution to the
conservation of biodiversity in relation to their size (for example through the creation of
conservation corridors, protected wetland areas and consolidation of natural areas). The size
and location of conservation zones shall be sufficient overall to ensure the continuing
presence of rare, threatened or endangered species as listed, to protect existing examples of
ecosystems in their natural state (see Criterion 6.4) and are not less than 10% of the area of
the FMU under assessment.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. implementation of measures);
 Field inspections.

Note: conservation zones are not necessarily forested land. They may include wetlands and
open space, and may have dual purposes (e.g. they may be located partly on slopes
susceptible to erosion, or in order to protect water sources). However, in all cases, the overall
selection must be justified to maximize the conservation of biodiversity across the FMU.
SLIMF applicability note: Applicable only to SLIMF of small dimension
In the case of small dimension SLIMF, the area reserved for this purpose may be less than
10%, if properly justified on environmental, economic and social aspects.
6.2.4

At least 5% of the area of the FMU under assessment shall be managed so as to retain it as
or restore it to the condition of natural ecosystem if appropriate to the locale of the FMU. This
area shall be included in the identified conservation zones (see previous Indicator).

6.2.5

Whenever necessary, the forest management organization shall establish and implement
management measures for threatened species and their habitats whose existence in the
Forest Management Unit is proven or likely.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. implementation of measures);
 Field inspections;
 Stakeholder consultation (including specialists).

6.2.6

6.2.7

The forest management organization shall implement a system for controlling inadequate
hunting, fishing, trapping and collecting of animals or plants which facilitates the operation of
regulatory authorities.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Note: See also indicator 1.5.1

 Field inspections.

 Records (e.g. implementation of control system, such as reports to
competent authorities);

There shall be no evidence that the forest enterprise allows or condones illegal or
unauthorised hunting, fishing, trapping or collecting within the FMU.
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Criterion 6.3 Ecological functions and values shall be maintained intact, enhanced, or restored, including:
a) Forest regeneration and succession.
b) Genetic, species, and ecosystem diversity.
c) Natural cycles that affect the productivity of the forest ecosystem.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.3.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall adopt and implement silvicultural models
appropriate to the forest ecology

NP 4406

4.2.1
4.2.2
4.2.4
B.1.1
B.1.3
B.2
B.4
B.5

 Interviews with forest management agents.

Interpretation note: It is considered that the concept of the natural cycle is included in the
term 'ecology' of the forest area used in the indicator..
6.3.2

Forest Regeneration and Succession:



In natural (see Glossary) and other non-plantation forest areas managed for production the
silvicultural system shall be designed to encourage and take advantage of natural
regeneration, evidenced, for example by the identification and retention of seed trees, the
timing of harvesting, design and size of harvest areas, and short and long term post-harvest
treatment of the site.

6.3.3

Forest Regeneration and Succession:
The ecological and technical justifications for management prescriptions shall be documented
and based on existing data or studies of the ecology of the forest and resources in question.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents.
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6.3.4

Specie and Eco-system diversity
The forest management organization shall aim for a mixture of compartments differing in size,
shape, vegetation layers, species and/or age, with the aim of maintaining or enhancing the
ecological, cultural or visual value of the Forest Management Unit, in articulation with the
other management objectives.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.

SLIMF applicability note: not applicable to SLIMF.
6.3.5

Specie and Eco-system diversity
The forest management organization shall, if possible, ensure the persistence of forest
species through natural regeneration and, if not, provide the reason.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records;
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.

6.3.6

Natural Cycles:
When natural regeneration is inappropriate, the forest management organization shall prefer
regional landraces.

6.3.7

Natural Cycles:
The forest management organization shall implement measures to conserve, improve or
restore habitat diversity at various scales (e.g. streamside vegetation, rocky outcrops,
swamps and heaths, old-growth trees, standing and fallen dead wood).

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. forestation plans);
 Field inspections.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. list of habitats that are present);
 Field inspections.

Interpretation note: In the case of dead trees the danger of an outbreak of pests and diseases
should be considered, to avoid putting the forest’s health at risk.
6.3.8

Natural Cycles:
In the Forest Management Unit, no artificial barriers shall be used which block the movement
of wildlife, except in specific circumstances that justify their use (e.g. protection of natural
regeneration, livestock enclosures, etc.).

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.

Note: The artificial barriers mentioned in the indicator refer to extreme situations of fencing
types.
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6.3.9

Site preparation and harvesting methods shall have been designed to minimize soil erosion
and compaction and maximizes the retention of nutrients on site.



6.3.10

The forest management organization shall established a mosaic of land cover and/or
vegetation between the management areas and the areas, which have high risk of fire or
erosion



Criterion 6.4 Representative samples of existing ecosystems within the landscape shall be protected in their natural state and recorded on maps,
appropriate to the scale and intensity of operations and the uniqueness of the affected resources.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.4.1

The forest management organization shall, in a manner appropriate to the scale and intensity
of operations and the uniqueness of the affected resources, survey and map ecosystems that
are present in their natural state in the Forest Management Unit.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Interpretation note: The representative samples of the ecosystems mentioned in this indicator
shall be selected considering their proximity to their natural state, based on the sources listed
in indicator 6.2.1. and other land use planning instruments, such as Council Plans and
Regional Forest Plans.

 Stakeholder consultation (including specialists).

Management prescriptions shall be specified in the enterprise's forest management plan and
other documents in order to protect the representative examples of ecosystems within
conservation zones in their natural state and in the long term.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

6.4.2

NP 4406
4.2.1
4.2.2
4.2.4
B.1.1
B.4.1

 Records (e.g. list of ecosystems that are present, maps);
 Field inspections;

 Records (e.g. record of accomplished activities, monitoring records);
 Field inspections.
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6.4.3

Note SLIMF applicability (the indicators above do not apply):
If it is known that there are representative samples of ecosystems, it must be protected.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. list of identified ecosystems, mapping, etc.);
 Field inspections.

6.4.4

The conservation zones and protection areas designated by the forest enterprise that cover
at a minimum an equivalent of 10% of the FMU area (see Indicator 6.2.3) shall include
representative areas of any examples of ecosystems in their natural state as identified in
6.4.1.



SLIMF applicability note: Applicable only to SLIMF of small dimension
In the case of small dimension SLIMF, the area reserved for this purpose may be less than
10%, if properly justified on environmental, economic and social aspects.

Criterion 6.5 Written guidelines shall be prepared and implemented to:
- control erosion;
- minimize forest damage during harvesting, road construction, and all other mechanical disturbances;
- and protect water resources.

INDICATORS
6.5.1

The enterprise shall have written guidelines sufficient to:
6.5.1.1 control erosion;
6.5.1.2 minimize forest damage during harvesting, road construction, and other
mechanic disturbances;

NP 4406

4.3.6
4.3.2
B.5

MEANS OF VERIFICATION


6.5.1.3 protect water resources within the FMU and avoid negative impacts on the
water outside the FMU.

6.5.2

Implementation of the guidelines shall be clearly and consistently evidenced in site level
management practices.
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6.5.3

In the specific case of protection against erosion, road construction in narrow valleys, slip–
prone or other unstable areas, natural drainage channels and streamsides is minimised.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. operational
procedures);
 Field inspections;
 Interviews with forest management agents.

6.5.4

In the specific case of protection of water resources:




6.5.5

In the specific case of minimising damage during forest maintenance or harvesting
operations:






6.5.6

The number of stream crossings is minimised,
Roads are kept as far back from the stream as possible,
Stream crossings are established so as not to obstruct fish circulation nor destroy
areas identified as natural habitats or other areas with well-preserved streamside
vegetation.

Conservation zones and protected areas shall be identified before commencing any
forest operation;
The possibility of phasing out felling in space and time shall be considered,
appropriate to the area and characteristics of the site;
Harvesting machinery shall not enter streams except at designated stream
crossings;
Lop and top shall not be left in streams nor roads;
Extraction is stopped when soils are saturated.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. operational
procedures);
 Field inspections;
 Interviews with forest management agents.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. operational
procedures);
 Field inspections;
 Interviews with forest management agents.

Forest workers are aware of the significant impacts of their activities, and the way these can
be prevented or mitigated.

 Records (e.g. training records);

Note: See also indicator 7.3.2

 Interviews with forest management agents.

 Field inspections;
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Criterion 6.6 Management systems shall promote the development and adoption of environmentally friendly non-chemical methods of pest management and
strive to avoid the use of chemical pesticides. World Health Organization Type 1A and 1B and chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides; pesticides that are
persistent, toxic or whose derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use; as well as any pesticides banned
by international agreement, shall be prohibited. If chemicals are used, proper equipment and training shall be provided to minimize health and environmental
risks.

NP 4406

4.3.6
4.1
4.3.2
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.6.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. Integrated
strategy for pest and disease control);

The forest management organization shall establish and implement a strategy for pest and
disease control which includes:




The reduction of pesticide use as a long-term aim;
The restriction of chemical methods to situations with no viable alternative, and
always with a justification;
Procedures for transport, storage, handling, application of pesticides and
emergency procedures for clean up following accidental spillages that:
o Are in accordance with in ILO publications ‘Safety & Health in the

 Records (e.g. records of pesticide use);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections (including visits to chemical storage areas).

Use of Agrochemicals: A Guide’, and ‘Safety in the Use of
Chemicals at Work’
o




6.6.2

Include the consideration of alternatives and justifications for their use as a
viable option, in environmental, social or economic terms; and
o Comply with instructions on product labels and safety data sheets.
When not indicated on the product label, work instructions that specify the
applications allowed, application methods, appropriate concentrations or doses, and
specific guidance for emergency situations;
Records of chemical use comprising the name of the product, location of the site
treated; method of application; total quantity used and date of application.

The forest management organization shall have up to date list of FSC’s highly hazardous
pesticides and cannot use chemicals that have been forbidden by FSC unless derogation has
been approved by FSC, according to FSC-PRO-01-004 Processing Pesticides Derogation,
before use.

 Records (derogation requests to FSC and subsequent permission, records of
pesticide use);
 Interviews with forest management agents.
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6.6.3

The forest management organization shall ensure that all workers, including those of
subcontractors, are provided with proper equipment and training.

 Records (training plan, training records, records of PPE delivery to workers);

Note: See also Indicator 7.3.2

 Field inspections.

 Interviews with forest management agents (including workers);

Criterion 6.7 Chemicals, containers, liquid and solid non-organic wastes including fuel and oil shall be disposed of in an environmentally appropriate
manner at off-site locations.

NP 4406
4.3.6
4.1
4.3.2

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.7.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. work
instructions or procedures regarding waste management);

The forest management organization shall establish a mechanism that ensures the collection,
temporary storage and adequate disposal of chemicals, containers, liquid and solid nonorganic wastes including fuel and oil, according to legislation applicable to the various types
of waste.

 Records (e.g. evidence of an adequate license for the waste management
operator used, Waste Forms);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.

6.7.2

There shall be no evidence that the enterprise's waste products are disposed of other than at
the listed sites (as listed in Indicator 6.7.3), and in accordance with environmentally safe
methods and applicable legal requirements.

 Field inspections.

Interpretation Note: The origin of any waste found shall be adequately confirmed.
6.7.3

The enterprise shall keep an up to date list identifying the off-site location(s) for the disposal
of all its chemicals, containers, liquid and solid non-organic wastes (including fuel and oil).
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Criterion 6.8 Use of biological control agents shall be documented, minimized, monitored and strictly controlled in accordance with national laws and
internationally accepted scientific protocols. Use of genetically modified organisms shall be prohibited.

NP 4406
4.2.4
4.3.6
4.4.1
4.4.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.8.1

The use of biological control agents shall be justified and documented, as part of the strategy
mentioned in Indicator 6.6.1.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. Integrated
pest and disease strategy)

6.8.2

When using biological control agents, the forest management organization shall be able to
demonstrate that their use complies with good practices and that:

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. Integrated
pest and disease strategy);





Alternative methods have been considered;
The resulting environmental impacts have been evaluated and minimized; and
Monitoring is carried out.

 Records (e.g. records of the analysis of non-chemical alternatives and
justification for use of the chemical, records of use of biological control
agents);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation (including specialists).
 Records (e.g. lists of sources of biological material and suppliers);

6.8.3
The forest manager shall provide a written guarantee that no genetically modified organisms
(including trees and other organisms) are used or are present in the forestry operations of the
enterprise, according to FSC-POL-01-004 V2.0 (Policy for the Association of organization
with FSC), and there shall be no evidence of such use.

 Interviews with forest management agents.
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Criterion 6.9 The use of exotic species shall be carefully controlled and actively monitored to avoid adverse ecological impacts.

NP 4406
4.1
4.2.1
4.2.4
4.4.1

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.9.1

The use of exotic species shall be appropriately justified, with respect to specific management
objectives.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Note: See indicator 7.1.11

 Stakeholder consultation (including specialists and regulatory authorities).

The use of exotic species shall be monitored to identify potential adverse ecological impacts.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. monitoring
plan);

6.9.2

 Records (e.g. records of the analysis of alternatives and justification for use);

 Records (e.g. monitoring records).
 Records (e.g. records of evaluation of adverse impacts; monitoring;
complaints);

6.9.3
In all cases, if an exotic species is newly introduced within the FMU, the enterprise shall have
a documented strategy and procedures specifying that if evidence of invasiveness or other
adverse ecological impacts is found, the enterprise shall take prompt and effective action to
eliminate the species from the FMU and from all other sites in which it may regenerate.

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation;
 Field inspections.

Interpretation Note: National legislation (DL 565/99,21-12) prohibit the dissemination or
release in the wild of non-native species for the establishment of wild populations. It is
considered that in the Indicator ‘newly introduced’ refers to intentional actions of introduction.
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6.9.4

Exotic species shall not be newly introduced into the FMU or onto new sites within the FMU
unless there is convincing evidence available that the species will not become invasive or
have other adverse ecological impacts at the local level.



Criterion 6.10 Forest conversion to plantations or non-forest land uses shall not occur, except in circumstances where conversion:
a) entails a very limited portion of the forest management unit; and
b) does not occur on high conservation value forest areas; and
c) will enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long term conservation benefits across the forest management unit.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

6.10.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall not convert natural forests to plantations or nonforest land uses.-

NP 4406

Not included

 Records (e.g. historical records of land use, planning of new buildings);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation;
 Field inspections.

6.10.2

The enterprise shall clearly identify any parts of the FMU that are scheduled for conversion
from natural or semi-natural forest to plantation or non-forest use, over the next five year
period.

 Records (e.g. records of the analysis of alternatives and justification for
choice; planning of new buildings; environmental impact assessment
records);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation;
 Field inspections.
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 Records;

6.10.3
In case of conversion is scheduled, the following shall apply;

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation;



Shall not include any High Conservation Value Forest areas (see Principle 9),

 Field inspections.

AND


shall not exceed 0.5% of the area of the FMU in any one year, nor affect a
total of more than 5% of the area of the FMU
AND



shall enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term conservation
benefits across the forest management unit, such as to restore the land
securely and in the long term to a pre-existing "High Conversation Value"
habitat.


6.10.4

The enterprise shall have all necessary approvals for the conversion, in line with national
requirements
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PRINCIPLE #7: Management Plan
A management plan - appropriate to the scale and intensity of the operations - shall be written, implemented, and kept up to date. The long term objectives of management, and the
means of achieving them, shall be clearly stated.
Criterion 7.1 The management plan and supporting documents shall provide:
a) Management objectives.
b) Description of the forest resources to be managed, environmental limitations, land use and ownership status, socio-economic conditions, and a profile
of adjacent lands.
c) Description of silvicultural and/or other management system, based on the ecology of the forest in question and information gathered through resource
inventories.
d) Rationale for rate of annual harvest and species selection.
e) Provisions for monitoring of forest growth and dynamics.
f) Environmental safeguards based on environmental assessments.
g) Plans for the identification and protection of rare, threatened and endangered species.
h) Maps describing the forest resource base including protected areas, planned management activities and land ownership.
i) Description and justification of harvesting techniques and equipment to be used.

INDICATORS
7.1.1

NP 4406

4.2.4
4.2.1
4.2.2
4.2.3
4.3.6
4.4.1
Annex B

MEANS OF VERIFICATION
The forest management organization shall have a Management Plan or a master
document that describes and articulates the different elements of the Management
System.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

Interpretation Note: The Management Plan or master document shall cover all the
requirements of this standard, but may refer to other documents instead.
Note: The Forest Management Plan and annual operational plans are documents
based on adequate technical criteria, in compliance with environmental legislation
and other legal requirements. The management plan concerns the planning of forest
activities in the forest management unit as a whole, and the annual operational plan
concerns the specific activities for the year in question.
7.1.2

The Management Plan shall describe how the forest management organization
approaches and intervenes in the area submitted to the certification process (Forest
Management Unit).

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.
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7.1.3

Management objectives shall be clearly set out for the entire Forest Management
Unit, and specified at the intervention level.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.1.4

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall provide a description
of land cover and land use.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.1.5

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall provide a description
of relevant planning aspects (climate, geomorphology, geographical setting,
hydrography and soils), appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.1.6

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall show how the Forest
Management Unit is conditioned by land planning and forest planning legal
instruments.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

SLIMF applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF of small dimension
7.1.7

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall provide a description
of ownership status and of resources being managed

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.1.8

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall provide a description
of socio-economic conditions, appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest
management.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

SLIMF applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF of small dimension
7.1.9

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall provide a description
of the land use and activities in adjacent lands with implications in the Forest
Management Unit.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

SLIMF applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF
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7.1.10

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall provide a description
of silvicultural and/or other management systems applicable to the ecology of the
Forest Management Unit, based on information gathered through resource
inventories.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

SLIMF applicability Note: For SLIMF areas, identification of models for forestry
and / or other models of resource management do not need be based on inventory
of resources.
7.1.11

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall provide a rationale
for the rates of annual harvest and species selection.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. records of harvesting rates).

Note: See indicator 6.9.1
7.1.12

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall describe the
procedures for monitoring forest growth and regeneration, as well as the condition of
the other resources in the certification scope.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.1.13

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall specify the
environmental limitations of the forest, as well as adequate corresponding
management measures.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.1.14

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall establish, document
and implement measures for preventing and responding to forest fires.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.1.15

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall include plans for the
identification and protection of threatened species and/or their habitats, as well as
representative samples of existing ecosystems

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

Interpretation Note: See also criteria. Criteria 6.2, 6.3, 6.4 and 9.3
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7.1.16a

7.1.16b

The forest management organization shall have maps describing, at a minimum:


The forest resources;



The conservation zones and protected areas;



The operations planned for each area; and



Land ownership.

SLIMF applicability Note: The above indicator is not applicable to SLIMF
The forest management organization shall have adequate maps describing, at a
minimum:

7.1.17



The forest resources;



The conservation zones and protected areas; and



Land ownership.

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall include the
description and justification of techniques and equipment to be used in harvesting
the resources in the certification scope.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. maps)

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. maps)

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

SLIMF applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF

Criterion 7.2. The management plan shall be periodically revised to incorporate the results of monitoring or new scientific and technical information, as well
as to respond to changing environmental, social and economic circumstances.

NP 4406
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4.2.4
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

7.2.1

The forest management organization shall establish and document a mechanism for periodic
review and revision of the Management Plan, for the next five years even if the revision does
not alter the document.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

7.2.2

Revisions of the Forest Management Plan shall include, at a minimum:

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;




Changes in environmental, social and economic conditions (e.g. fires, change of
ownership, catastrophes);

 Records (e.g. of the revision of the Forest Management Plan);
 Interviews with forest management agents.

Monitoring results;

Note: See criterion 8.4


Relevant new scientific or technical information.

Criterion 7.3 Forest workers shall receive adequate training and supervision to ensure proper implementation of the management plan.

NP 4406
4.3.2

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

7.3.1

 Records (e.g. records of training sessions);

The forest management organization must give notice to employees about the Management
Plan, especially about their objectives.

 Interviews with forest management agents.

Note: See also Criterion 10.1
The forest management organization shall ensure that all workers, including those of
subcontractors, understand the tasks they are responsible for and have received adequate
training.

 Records (e.g. identification of training needs, training plan, records of training
sessions, training certificates, outsourcing contracts);

7.3.3

There shall be accurate and up-to-date records showing training and education records of all
employees.



7.3.4

The forest management organization shall supervise workers, including those of
subcontractors, to ensure the Management Plan is correctly executed.

 Interviews with forest management agents.

7.3.2

 Interviews with forest management agents.
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Criterion 7.4 While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly available a summary of the primary elements of the
management plan, including those listed in Criterion 7.1.
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

7.4.1

 Forest Management Plan Summary.

NP 4406
4.2.4

There shall be a publicly available document which provides a summary of the enterprise's:
7.4.1.1 Management objectives;
7.4.1.2 Forest resources (including their environmental limitations, land use and ownership
status, socio-economic conditions, and a profile of adjacent lands);
7.4.1.3 Silvicultural and/or other management system;
7.4.1.4 Rationale for rate of annual harvest and species selection;
7.4.1.5 Provisions for monitoring of forest growth and dynamics;
7.4.1.6 Environmental safeguards based on environmental assessments;
7.4.1.7 Plans for the identification and protection of rare, threatened and endangered species;
7.4.1.8 Justification of harvesting techniques and equipment to be used.
7.4.2

The forest management organization shall make the management plan summary available,
on request.

 Records (e.g. requests, publicizing material).

7.4.3

The document shall include maps describing the forest resource base and including protected
areas, planned management activities and land ownership.



Interpretation Note: The confidentiality as well as some sensitive information (like the location
of endangered species nests) should not be publicly available.
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Principle #8: Monitoring and assessment
Monitoring shall be conducted -- appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management -- to assess the condition of the forest, yields of forest products, chain of custody,
management activities and their social and environmental impacts.
Criterion 8.1 The frequency and intensity of monitoring should be determined by the scale and intensity of forest management operations as well as the
relative complexity and fragility of the affected environment. Monitoring procedures should be consistent and replicable over time to allow comparison of
results and assessment of change.
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

8.1.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall establish and document a monitoring plan which
assesses:




The degree to which management objectives have been achieved;
The deviations from planned forest management activities; and
The environmental and social impacts of forest management activities.

NP 4406
4.4.1

 Records (e.g. operational plans, records of deviations, and assessments of
environmental and social impacts, communication records, and minutes).

8.1.2

The monitoring mechanism mentioned in indicator 8.1.1 shall be appropriate to the scale and
intensity of forest management operations as well as the relative complexity and fragility of
the area included in the certification scope.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

8.1.3

Monitoring procedures shall be consistent and replicable over time to allow comparison of
results and assessment of change.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. operational plans, records of deviations, and assessments of
environmental and social impacts, communication records, and minutes).

Criterion 8.2 Forest management should include the research and data collection needed to monitor, at a minimum, the following indicators:
a) Yield of all forest products harvested.
b) Growth rates, regeneration and condition of the forest.
c) Composition and observed changes in the flora and fauna.
d) Environmental and social impacts of harvesting and other operations.
e) Costs, productivity, and efficiency of forest management.

NP 4406
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4.4.1
4.4.3
B.3.1
B.3.2
B.1.2
B.1.3
B.4
4.2.1
4.2.4
B.6
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

8.2.1

The monitoring mechanism (see Indicator 8.1.1) shall include the research and data
collection needed to monitor, at least, yield, costs, productivity, and efficiency of forest
management.

 Records (e.g. operational plans, monitoring of operational plans, field
inspections, accounting, inventory, records of production and sales,
communication records).

8.2.2

The monitoring mechanism (see Indicator 8.1.1) shall include the research and data
collection needed to monitor, at a minimum:

 Records (e.g. monitoring records such as inventory, field inspections).




The rates of forest growth and regeneration, as well as the condition of the other
resources in the certification scope; and
The condition of the forest (e.g. presence of pests, diseases or invasive species,
nutrient deficiencies, fire risk).

SLIMF applicability Note: For SLIMF areas, it is not necessary to estimate growth rates.
8.2.3

The monitoring of pests and diseases shall be integrated into the enterprise's Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) strategy.



8.2.4

The monitoring mechanism (see Indicator 8.1.1) shall include the research and data
collection needed to monitor, at least, environmental impacts (e.g. soil compaction/ erosion,
water quality, changes in stream flow, illegal waste dumping, and construction of new
infrastructures).

 Records (e.g. operational plans, monitoring of operational plans, inventory,
field inspections).
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8.2.5

The monitoring mechanism (see Indicator 8.1.1) shall include the research and data
collection needed to monitor, at least, the condition of flora and fauna populations that occur
in the Forest Management Unit.

 Records (e.g. operational plans, monitoring of operational plans, inventory,
field inspections).

SLIMF applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF
8.2.6

The monitoring mechanism (see Indicator 8.1.1) shall include the research and data
collection needed to monitor, at least, the condition of conservation zones and protected
areas.

 Records (e.g. operational plans, monitoring of operational plans, inventory,
field inspections).

8.2.7

The monitoring mechanism (see Indicator 8.1.1) shall include the research and data
collection needed to monitor, at least, social impacts (relations with workers and local
communities, work-related accidents).

 Records (e.g. operational plans, monitoring of operational plans, field
inspections, inventory, field inspections, communication records).

8.2.8

The monitoring mechanism (see Indicator 8.1.1) shall include the research and data
collection needed to monitor, at least, the performance of subcontractors.

 Records (e.g. field inspections, communication records).

Criterion 8.3 Documentation shall be provided by the forest manager to enable monitoring and certifying organizations to trace each forest product from its
origin, a process known as the "chain of custody."

NP 4406
4.3.4
4.3.6
4.4.1
4.4.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

8.3.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. product
identification procedure, sales procedure);

The forest management organization shall have documentation describing the process for
selling products, including the sales procedure, and an indication of who is responsible for
product delivery and invoicing.
The system shall also specify how the chain-of-custody of certified products is maintained
from the point of harvest to the point of sale. Documentation shall be legible, clear and
adequately filed.

 Records (e.g. operational plans, outsourcing agreements, sales agreements,
transport documentation, invoices);
 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Field inspections.
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8.3.2

A document associated with each sale of certified products shall include at least the following
information:








8.3.3

8.3.4

The source of the certified product (name of the estate/ site/ management unit);
the date of sale or sale period;
the quantity of certified product sold (e.g. volume, weight);
the category (FSC Pure, FSC Mixed, etc.);
product specifications (species, dimensions, quality);
the point at which the buyer takes control of the chain of custody of the certified
product;
for invoices, the code attributed by the Certification Body.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. outsourced service provision contracts, sales agreements,
transport documentation, invoices);
 Field inspections.

Certified products shall remain clearly identifiable and distinguishable form non certified
products, through marking or separation, throughout the whole production/ trading process up
to the point of sale.

 Records (e.g. transport documentation, invoices);

Records of total quantities of each product type sold are maintained, for certified and non
certified products, as well as of the clients they were sold to.

 Records (e.g. operational plans, inventories, transport documentation,
invoices);

Interpretation note: Records shall be sufficient to allow evaluation of the quantity of product
harvested versus the quantity sold.

 Field inspections.

 Field inspections.

Criterion 8.4 The results of monitoring shall be incorporated into the implementation and revision of the management plan.

NP 4406
4.2.2
4.2.4
4.4.1

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

8.4.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Monitoring records are reviewed regularly and taken into consideration by the forest
management organization, specifically during revision of the Management Plan.
Note: See also Indicator 7.2.2.

 Records (e.g. monitoring results, revision of the Forest Management Plan,
records of deviations from the management plan).
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Criterion 8.5 While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly available a summary of the results of monitoring
indicators, including those listed in Criterion 8.2.

NP 4406
4.2.4

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

8.5.1

The forest management organization shall write a summary of the results of monitoring
indicators, including those listed in Criterion 8.2.

 Records (e.g. summary of monitoring results)

8.5.2

The forest management organization shall make the summary of the monitoring programmes
available to all interested parties, on request.

 Records (e.g. of publicizing material related to the monitoring summary)
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Principle #9: Maintenance of high conservation value forests
Management activities in high conservation value forests shall maintain or enhance the attributes which define such forests. Decisions regarding high conservation value forests
shall always be considered in the context of a precautionary approach.

Criterion 9.1 Assessment to determine the presence of the attributes consistent with High Conservation Value Forests will be completed, appropriate to
scale and intensity of forest management.

NP 4406
Not included

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

9.1.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. information
on HCVF – ecosystems, landscape units, habitats, species, protected areas,
environmental services, social services and cultural values).

The forest management organization shall establish a methodology, with clear objectives and
deadlines, for identifying the following attributes of High Conservation Value that are present
in the Forest Management Unit:
HCV1 – Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant concentrations of
biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, endangered species, refugia).
HCV2 – Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant large landscape
level forests, contained within, or containing the management unit, where viable populations
of most if not all naturally occurring species exist in natural patterns of distribution and
abundance.
HCV3 – Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered ecosistems.
HCV4 – Forest areas that provide basic services of nature in critical situations (e.g.
watershed protection, erosion control).
HCV5 – Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities (e.g.
subsistence, health).
HCV6 – Forest areas critical to local communities’ traditional cultural identity (areas of
cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in cooperation with such local
communities).
Interpretation Note: Additional guidance can be found on Annex 3
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9.1.2

The forest management organization shall identify and describe the attributes of High
Conservation Value that are present in the Forest Management Unit.

 Records (e.g. records of the identification and description of the attributes of
High Conservation Value)

9.1.3

The forest management organization shall record the results of the assessment in formats
that are adequate and accessible to interested Stakeholders, including maps at an
appropriate scale.

 Records (e.g. HCVF maps, monitoring records for the % of the Forest
Management Unit covered by HCVF).

Applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF
9.1.4

The forest managers shall have consulted with local stakeholders with relevant expertise or
knowledge relating to each of the listed High Conservation Values in the identification of
areas with those values within the FMU.



Applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF
9.1.5

The results of the assessment and the specific measures proposed to maintain or enhance
the identified HCV shall have been reviewed by individuals with expert knowledge of the
listed High Conservation Values and local knowledge of the area in which the FMU is located.



Applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF

Criterion 9.2 The consultative portion of the certification process must place emphasis on the identified conservation attributes, and options for the
maintenance thereof.
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

9.2.1

 Records (e.g. list of stakeholders, consultation records).

The forest management organization shall carry out Stakeholder consultation on the
attributes of High Conservation Value that are present in the Forest Management Unit, and
on management options for the maintenance thereof.

NP 4406
Not included

Note: The consultation process shall be appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest
management.
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Criterion 9.3 The management plan shall include and implement specific measures that ensure the maintenance and/or enhancement of the applicable
conservation attributes consistent with the precautionary approach. These measures shall be specifically included in the publicly available management
plan summary.

NP 4406
Not included

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

9.3.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. description
of the methodology for evaluating the condition of HCVF);

The forest management organization shall assess the condition of the High Conservation
Value attributes.

 Records (e.g. monitoring records for the % HCVF maintained or enhanced).
9.3.2

The forest management organization shall establish and implement management measures
to maintain or enhance the High Conservation Value attributes, consistent with the
precautionary approach.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. description
of the management measures for HCVF);
 Records (e.g. monitoring records for the % HCVF under effective
management);
 Field inspections.

9.3.3

The forest management organization shall include the management measures for High
Conservation Value Forests in the publicly available Management Plan.

 Public summary of the Management Plan.

Criterion 9.4 Annual monitoring shall be conducted to assess the effectiveness of the measures employed to maintain or enhance the applicable
conservation attributes.

NP 4406
4.4.1
4.4.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

9.4.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. monitoring
procedure, monitoring programme);

The forest management organization shall identify, document and implement a monitoring
programme appropriate to the scale of the organization and vulnerability of the High
Conservation Value attributes.

 Records (e.g. monitoring records);
 Stakeholder consultation.

9.4.2

The monitoring programme established by the forest management organization shall assess
the condition of the High Conservation Value attributes, and the effectiveness of the
measures employed.

 Records (e.g. monitoring records and/or records of evolution of the condition
of the attributes of High Conservation Value);
 Field inspections.
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Principle #10: Plantations
Plantations shall be planned and managed in accordance with Principles and Criteria 1 - 9, and Principle 10 and its Criteria. While plantations can provide an array of social and
economic benefits, and can contribute to satisfying the world's needs for forest products, they should complement the management of, reduce pressures on, and promote the
restoration and conservation of natural forests.
Criterion 10.1 The management objectives of the plantation, including natural forest conservation and restoration objectives, shall be explicitly stated in the
management plan, and clearly demonstrated in the implementation of the plan.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.1.1

The management objectives of the plantation, including natural forest conservation and
restoration objectives shall be explicitly stated in the management plan, as well as the means/
resources for attaining them.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

10.1.2

The management objectives of the plantation shall be implemented according to the plan.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

NP 4406
4.2.4
4.2.1
4.2.2

 Records (e.g. monitoring results);
 Field inspections.

Criterion 10.2 The design and layout of plantations should promote the protection, restoration and conservation of natural forests, and not increase
pressures on natural forests. Wildlife corridors, streamside zones and a mosaic of stands of different ages and rotation periods, shall be used in the layout
of the plantation, consistent with the scale of the operation. The scale and layout of plantation blocks shall be consistent with the patterns of forest stands
found within the natural landscape.

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.2.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

Planning of forest activities shall include the identification of any remaining natural or seminatural areas that are close to their natural state.

NP 4406

4.2.4
B.1.1
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10.2.2

10.2.3

During planning of forest activities, the following opportunities and measures shall be
identified:


Protection and conservation of the areas mentioned in the previous indicator;



Maintenance and/or enhancement of ecological corridors;



Maintenance and/or enhancement of streamside vegetation;



Adjustment of the patterns of forest stands to the surrounding landscape.

During forest operations:


All identified conservation zones and protection areas shall be safeguarded; and



Previously established measures for restoration and expansion of natural forests,
ecological corridors and streamside vegetation shall be implemented.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. Good forest
practices codes, manuals or guides);
 Field inspections.

Criterion 10.3 Diversity in the composition of plantations is preferred, so as to enhance economic, ecological and social stability. Such diversity may include
the size and spatial distribution of management units within the landscape, number and genetic composition of species, age classes and structures.

NP 4406
4.2.4
B.1.1
B.1.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.3.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall establish, document and implement criteria for the
establishment of maximum continuous areas (in terms of composition, age and genetic
material) of the main species in the Forest Management Unit, based on legal requirements
and adequate technical references.

 Records (e.g. scientific publications, historical records, technical reports)
 Specialist consultation;
 Field inspections.

10.3.2

10.3.3

The forest management organization shall assess plantation diversity in the Forest
Management Unit, according to the criteria defined.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

In case of non compliance with the previous indicators, the forest management organization
shall specify, plan and implement corrective actions.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

 Records (e.g. management objectives, statistics on composition diversity).

 Records (e.g. monitoring results).
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Criterion 10.4 The selection of species for planting shall be based on their overall suitability for the site and their appropriateness to the management
objectives. In order to enhance the conservation of biological diversity, native species are preferred over exotic species in the establishment of plantations
and the restoration of degraded ecosystems. Exotic species, which shall be used only when their performance is greater than that of native species, shall be
carefully monitored to detect unusual mortality, disease, or insect outbreaks and adverse ecological impacts.

NP 4406

4.2.4
B.1.1
B.1.3

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.4.1

The forest management organization shall have a formal procedure to justify and document
its choice of species (and genotypes) for the plantation, taking into account their general
suitability to the site and conformity to management objectives.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

10.4.2

The use of exotic species for establishing plantations or restoring degraded ecosystems is
only permitted when their performance is superior to that of native species.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Monitoring shall provide qualitative and quantitative information on:

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

10.4.3




The health of plantations of exotic species, including the presence and trends of the
main pests and diseases; and

 Records (e.g. performance evaluation results).

 Records (e.g. monitoring results).

Adverse ecological impacts.

Criterion 10.5 A proportion of the overall forest management area, appropriate to the scale of the plantation and to be determined in regional standards, shall
be managed so as to restore the site to a natural forest cover.
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.5.1

The forest management organization shall provide and justify a goal for the proportion of the
Forest Management Unit reserved for restoration to natural forest cover.

 Public summary of the Management Plan;

Applicability note: This indicator does not apply to SLIMF

 Field inspections.

The Management Plan and/or associated documentation shall define:

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

10.5.2

NP 4406
Not included

 Stakeholder consultation;



Which areas shall be managed so as to restore the site to a natural;

 Records (e.g. maps);



What measures are planned to attain this goal, within the validity of the certificate.

 Field inspections.
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10.5.3

At least 10% of the area of the FMU under assessment shall be managed so as to retain it as
or restore it to the condition of natural forest appropriate to the FMU. This area shall be
included in the identified conservation zones.



Applicability note: This indicator is only applicable to Non SLIMF & Plantations

Criterion 10.6 Measures shall be taken to maintain or improve soil structure, fertility, and biological activity. The techniques and rate of harvesting, road and
trail construction and maintenance, and the choice of species shall not result in long term soil degradation or adverse impacts on water quality, quantity or
substantial deviation from stream course drainage patterns.

NP 4406
4.2.4
4.2.1
4.3.6
B.5

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.6.1

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. Good forest
practices codes, manuals or guides);

The forest management organization shall establish and document measures to maintain or
improve soil characteristics, adequate to management objectives, and specifically covering
the following aspects:


Compaction and erosion; and



Nutritional balance.

10.6.2
A comprehensive water impact assessment, appropriate to the scale, intensity of forest
management and risk of the affected resources, shall have been completed and includes, at
a minimum:

 Records (e.g. assessment results, studies).

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. Good forest
practices codes, manuals or guides);
 Records (e.g. assessment results, studies).

- Estimates or measures of water flows and quality (including maximum, minimum and
seasonal variations) within the FMU and downstream from the FMU prior to plantation
establishment;
- Comparable measures or predictions of water flow and quality within the FMU and
downstream from the FMU subsequent to plantation establishment, and covering at least one
rotation period.
- An evaluation of the ecological and social impacts of any changes in water flow and/or
quality resulting from the plantation establishment.
Applicability Note: Applicable to Non-SLIMF
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10.6.3

When adverse impacts on soil or water resources are detected, the forest management
organization shall adopt measures to reduce or eliminate them.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation (e.g. Good forest
practices codes, manuals or guides);
 Records.
 Field inspections.

10.6.4



communicated to all who intervene in forest operations;

 Records (e.g. training records, evidence of conveyance to workers or
subcontractors – e.g. contract -, records of control and monitoring efforts e.g. nonconformities, inspections, audits);



implemented in the field; and

 Interviews with forest management agents;



controlled and monitored.

 Field inspections.

The measures shall be:

Criterion 10.7 Measures shall be taken to prevent and minimize outbreaks of pests, diseases, fire and invasive plant introductions. Integrated pest
management shall form an essential part of the management plan, with primary reliance on prevention and biological control methods rather than chemical
pesticides and fertilizers. Plantation management should make every effort to move away from chemical pesticides and fertilizers, including their use in
nurseries. The use of chemicals is also covered in Criteria 6.6 and 6.7.

NP 4406

4.2.4
4.4.1
B.2
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.7.1

The forest management organization shall establish, document and implement measures to
prevent and control pests, diseases and invasive plants.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation.

10.7.2

The use of chemical pesticides and herbicides, including in nurseries, shall be limited to
situation for which there is no viable alternative, and shall be justified.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

The forest management organization shall establish and implement a plan for preventing and
managing forest fires (e.g. organized contacts, first intervention teams, fire fighting
equipment).

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

10.7.3

 Records (e.g. records of chemical use in the Forest Management Unit).

 Interviews with forest management agents;
 Stakeholder consultation.

10.7.4

The plantation layout shall be designed to prevent uncontrolled fires, and to provide access
for fire-control



Applicability Note: Applicable to Non-SLIMF
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10.7.5

10.7.6

The enterprise shall have a proactive program in place to engage with the local community in
the prevention and identification of fires.

 Interviews with forest management agents

Applicability Note: Applicable to Non-SLIMF

 Stakeholder consultation (CMDFCI – Comissão Municipal de Defesa da
Floresta contra Incêndios

The enterprise shall have a plan and procedures for early detection and prompt control of fire



Applicability Note: Applicable to Non-SLIMF

Criterion 10.8 Appropriate to the scale and diversity of the operation, monitoring of plantations shall include regular assessment of potential on-site and offsite ecological and social impacts, (e.g. natural regeneration, effects on water resources and soil fertility, and impacts on local welfare and social wellbeing), in addition to those elements addressed in principles 8, 6 and 4. No species should be planted on a large scale until local trials and/or experience
have shown that they are ecologically well-adapted to the site, are not invasive, and do not have significant negative ecological impacts on other
ecosystems. Special attention will be paid to social issues of land acquisition for plantations, especially the protection of local rights of ownership, use or
access.

NP 4406

4.2.1
4.2.4
4.4.1
B.6.1
INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.8.1

 Records (e.g. assessment of social and ecological impacts of plantations).

The forest management organization shall carry out regular assessment and monitoring of
potential off-site ecological and social impacts, (e.g. natural regeneration, effects on water
resources and/or soil fertility, and impacts on local welfare and social well-being).
SLIMF applicability Note: Not applicable to SLIMF

10.8.2

Selection of species for plantation on a large scale shall be based on knowledge of their
ecological suitability to the site, through trials and/or experience, and shall ensure they do not
result in significant negative ecological impacts on other ecosystems.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;
 Records (e.g. trials);
 Field inspections;
 Stakeholder consultation.

10.8.3

Before introducing any exotic species, the forest management organization shall assess the
risk of the specie becoming invasive in adjacent areas.

 Records (e.g. risk assessment).

10.8.4

The leasing and acquisition processes of land for plantations shall be made available to the
Certification Body.

 Records (e.g. records of land acquisition);
 Stakeholder consultation.
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Criterion 10.9 Plantations established in areas converted from natural forests after November 1994 normally shall not qualify for certification. Certification
may be allowed in circumstances where sufficient evidence is submitted to the certification body that the manager/owner is not responsible directly or
indirectly of such conversion.

NP 4406
Not included

INDICATORS

MEANS OF VERIFICATION

10.9.1

The forest management organization shall have evidence that areas occupied by plantations
were not established on land converted from natural forest after November 1994.

 Forest Management Plan and/or associated documentation;

Otherwise, there shall be unequivocal evidence that neither the manager nor the owner were,
directly or indirectly, responsible for such conversion.

 Stakeholder consultation.

10.9.2

All areas of the FMU that are managed as plantation and were established as such on land
that was natural forest as of November 1994 shall be clearly identified on FMU maps.



10.9.3

The converted areas shall have met the requirements specified in Criterion 6.10:





 Records (e.g. ownerships records, aerial photographs);

Shall not include any High Conservation Value Forest areas (see Principle 9),
And



shall not exceed 0.5% of the area of the FMU in any one year, nor affect a total of
more than 5% of the area of the FMU
And



10.9.4

Shall enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term conservation benefits
across the forest management unit, such as to restore the land securely and in the
long term to a pre-existing "High Conversation Value" habitat.

There shall be clear evidence supported by social, environmental and economic stakeholders
in the country concerned that the current owner/manager was neither directly nor indirectly
responsible for the conversion.
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ANNEX I TERMS AND DEFINITIONS
The terms and definitions used in this standard are included in a separate document named “FSC Glossary of Terms”,
which is subjected to permanent revision and updating, in similar fashion to FSC IC.
ANNEX II LIST OF NORMATIVE REFERENCES
This annex is not intended to be a complete list of all national, European Union and international legislation relevant to
forest management. Rather, its aim is to constitute a first source for certification bodies and forest management
organizations intending to apply this standard.
Given the permanent evolution of applicable legislation, the websites of enforcement and regulatory authorities in the
social, environmental and forest areas are also indicated.
1. SOCIAL
European Agency for Health and Safety at Work – http://osha.europa.eu/OSHA
Ministry of Labour and Social Solidarity – www.mtss.gov.pt
Social security Institute – www.seg-social.pt
Authority for Working Conditions – www.act.gov.pt
Note: The seven key conventions indicated by the International Labour Organization – conventions number 87, 98, 29,
105, 100, 101 and 138 – have all been ratified by Portugal, and transposed to national law.
1.1 HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK








Decree-law n.º 441/91, 14th October - Health and Safety Rules at Work.
Decree-law n.º 26/94, 1st February - Health and Safety Rules at Work.
Decree-law n.º 141/95, 14th June and Administrative act n.º 1456-A/95, 11th September - safety signage.
Decree-law n.º 349/93 and Administrative act n.º 988/93, 6th October - Personal Protective Equipment.
Decree-law n.º 331 e 330/93, 25th September - work and load lifting equipment.
Decree-law n.º 347/93, 1st October - minimum requirements for Health and Safety at Work.
Decree-law n.º 348/93, 1st October - minimum Health and Safety requirements regarding the use of Personal
Protective Equipment by workers.
 Decree-law n.º 182/2006, 6th September - minimum health and safety requirements regarding the exposure of
workers to the risks arising from the physical agents (noise).

1.2 WORKING CONDITIONS
 Law n.º 99/2003, 27th August – Labour Code.

1.3 CULTURAL HERITAGE
 Decree-law n.º 28468, 15th February 1938 – Regulates the management, including pruning, of trees in gardens,
parks and protection areas around national monuments and government buildings of recognized architectural
value.

1.4 CIVIL PROTECTION
 Decree-law n.º 134/2006, 25th July – Creates the Integrated System for Protection and Assistance (SIOPS).
 Law n.º 65/2007, 12th November – Establishes the institutional and operational setting of civil protection at the
municipal scale and determines the responsibilities of the municipal operational commander.
 Law n.º 27/2006, 3rd July – Civil Protection Framework Law.

1.5 INSPECTION
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 Decree-law n.º 22/2006, 2nd February – Consolidates the Nature and Environment Protection Service (SEPNA)
and creates the Protection and Relief Intervention Group (GIPS).
 Administrative act n.º 798/2006, 11th August – Establishes the terms of coordination between services dependant
from the Ministries of Internal Administration; Environment; Land Planning; Regional Development and Agriculture;
Regional Development and Fishing; for Forest Fire Prevention and Fighting.

2. Environmental
Ministry for Environment, Land Planning and Regional Development – www.maotdr.gov.pt
Portuguese Environment Agency – www.apambiente.pt
Nature Conservation and Biodiversity Institute – http://portal.icn.pt/ICNPortal/vPT

2.1 WASTE AND DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES




Council Directive 96/61/EC of 24 September 1996 concerning integrated pollution prevention and control.
Council Directive 91/692/EEC of 23 December 1991 standardizing and rationalizing reports on the
implementation of certain Directives relating to the environment.
Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2003 on public
access to environmental information.

2.2 WATER












Water Framework Directive
Urban waste water treatment
Water protection against pollution caused by nitrates used in farming
Quality of surface waters intended for human consumption
Pollution caused by certain dangerous substances discharged in European Community waters
Protection of underground waters from pollution caused by certain dangerous substances
Quality of water for bathing
Quality of superficial freshwater for aquaculture – fishing waters
Quality of superficial freshwater for shellfish
Quality of waters intended for human consumption
Decree-law n.º 46/94, 22nd February – Establishes the licensing regime for use of water resources, under
jurisdiction of the Water Institute

2.3 NATURE CONSERVATION











Decree-law n.º 155/2004, 30th June – Changes Decree-law n.º 169/2001, 25th May, which establishes
protection measures for cork and holm oak.
Decree-law n.º 169/2001, 25th May – with changes introduced by DL 155/2004, 30th June - protection of cork
and holm oak. Regulates conversions of use, felling and destruction of trees, pruning and other operations in
cork and holm oak groves and isolated trees. New definition of cork and holm oak groves and copses.
Decree-law n.º 423/89, 4th December – Protects wild holly.
Administrative act n.º 691/74, 25th October – Establishes a protection area destined to protect a natural pigeon
refuge area in the “Herdade do Pinheiro” estate.
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) – transposed to
national law by Decree-law n.º 114/90, 5th April.
International Tropical Timber Agreement – transposed to national law by Presidential decree n.º 147/99, 21st
th
June, which ratifies the International Tropical Timber Agreement, adopted in Geneva on the 26 January 1994,
in the scope of the United Nations Conference on Commerce and Development.
Convention on Biological Diversity – transposed to national law by Decree n.º 21/93, 21st June, which ratifies
the Convention on Biological Diversity.
Bern Convention – Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats - transposed to
national law by Decree-law nº 95/81, 23rd July and Decree-law nº 316/89, 22nd September.
Bonn Convention - Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals - transposed to
national law by Decree-law n.º 103/80, 11th October.
Birds Directive - Council Directive 79/409/CEE on the conservation of wild birds - transposed to national law by
Decree-law n.º 140/99, 24th April, and Decree-law n.º 384-B/99, 23rd September.
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Habitats Directive - Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and
flora - transposed to national law by Decree-law n.º 140/99, 24th April; Council of Ministers Order n.º 198/97,
th
28th August; and Council of Ministers Order n.º 76/2000 5 July.
Decree-law n.º 19/93, 23rd January – establishes rules regarding the national network of Protected Areas.
Decree-law nº 384-B/99, 23rd September – creates various Special Protection Zones (ZPE) and reviews the
transposition of the Birds and Habitats Directives.
Decree-law n.º 140/99, 24th April - reviews the transposition of the Birds and Habitats Directives.
Decree-law n.º 226/97, 27th August – regarding the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.

2.4 SOIL CONSERVATION


Decree-law n.º 139/1989, 28th April – All destruction of vegetation cover for non-farming reasons requires
authorization from the relevant Council.

2.5 LAND PLANNING







Administrative act n.º 222/2006, 8th March – Establishes requirements for managers of Forest Intervention
Zones (ZIF).
Decree-law n.º 127/2005, 5th August - Establishes requirements for the creation of Forest Intervention Zones
(ZIF), including principles on their creation, operation and extinction.
Decree-law n.º 204/99, 9th June – Regulates the process of elaboration, approval, implementation and
alteration of Regional Forest Plans (PROF), to be applied according to article n.º 5 of Law n.º 33/96, 17th
August.
Decree-law n.º 204/99, 9th June – Regional Forest Plans (PROF).
Decree-law n.º 127/2005, 5th August – Forest Intervention Zones (ZIF).
Decree-law n.º 205/99, 9th June – Forest Management Plans.

3. Forest
National Forest Authority – www.dgrf.min-agricultura.pt

3.1 FOREST PLANNING















Decree-law 69/2000, 3rd May – Environmental Impact Assessment law, transposes Council Directive.
rd
85/337/CEE to national law, with the changes introduced by Council Directive 97/11/CEE, 3 March – part of its
article n.º 46 was revoked by Decree-law n.º 74/2001, 26th February.
th
Law n.º 33/96, 17 August – Forest Policy Framework Law.
Decree-law n.º 139/88, 22nd April – Reforestation of areas affected by forest fires.
Decree-law n.º 180/89, 30th May – Reforestation of areas affected by forest fires in Protected Areas.
Decree-law n.º 55/2007, 12th March – Protection measures for forests affected by fire (third change to DL n.º
327/90, 22nd October, changed by ratification, by Law n.º 54/91, 8th August).
Decree-law n.º 327/90, 22nd October – Regulates land use after forest fires, Law n.º 54/91, 8th August Change by ratification, of Decree-law n.º 327/90, 22nd October.
Decree-law n.º 34/99, 5th February – Land use change in areas affected by forest fires.
Council of Ministers Order n.º 5/2006, 18th January – Recommendations for recovery of areas affected by fire in
2003, 2004 and 2005.
Decree-law n. º 28039/1937, 14th September – Plantation distances.
Decree-law n. º 175/1988, 17th May – Authorization form the National Forest Authority for (re)forestation with
rapid growth species.
Administrative act n. º 528/89, 11th July – Regulations regarding (re)forestation with rapid growth species.
Administrative act n. º 512/89, 6th July – Regulations regarding eucalyptus plantations managed in short
rotations.
Administrative act n. º 513/89, 6th July – List of councils where rapid growth species represent over 25% of the
land use.
Decree-law n. º 19/93, 23rd January – (Re)forestation of areas in the network of Protected Areas.

3.2 HARVESTING
3.2.1 Resin tapping
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Decree-law n. º 129/88, of 20/04/1988 – Regulates the activity of resin tapping.
Decree-law n.º 38630, of 02/02/1952 – Establishes new regulations regarding resin tapping of pine trees,
completing the framework set out in Decree-law nº 38273, of 29/05/1951.
Decree-law n. º 38273, of 29/05/1951 - Regulates resin tapping operations in pine trees.

3.2.2 Cork extraction


Decree-law n. º 27776, of 24/06/1937 – Regulates cork extraction, as well as thinning, felling and destruction of
cork oak trees.

3.2.4 Pine cone collection


Decree-law n. º 528/99, 10th December – Regulates the season for collecting umbrella-pine cones.

3.2.5 Felling and transportation






3.2.6



Decree-law n. º 173/88, 17th May – Establishes the need for an authorization for premature felling of maritime
pine and eucalyptus stands.
Decree-law n.º 239/97, 9th September – Logging slash.
Administrative act n.º 818/87, 5th September – Logging slash.
st
Regulatory Decree nº. 22-A/98 1 October – Signage of forest operations in the intervention area and access.
Decree-law n.º 174/88, 17th May - Establishes the need to declare the felling or extraction of trees (final felling,
thinning or unplanned tree felling/ extraction, for sale or self consumption for industrial transformation).
Machinery
Portuguese Standard 1948: 1994 – Farming and forestry tractors, machinery and equipment.
Portuguese Standard 2761: 1988 – farming machinery, forest equipment and chainsaws.

3.3 RAPID GROWTH SPECIES

3.4 FOREST PROTECTION
3.4.1 Fire
















Decree-law n.º 124/2006, 28th June – National Forest Fire Fighting System.
Administrative act n.º 1056/2004, 19th August – Critical Areas.
Administrative act n.º 1060/2004, 21st August – Zoning of forest fire probability.
Administrative act n.º 1061/2004, 21st August – Prescribed burning regulation.
Administrative act n.º 565/2008, 30th June – defines critical periods in 2008, regarding the National Forest Fire
Fighting System, valid from 1st July to 15th October.
Council of Ministers Order n.º 65/2006, 26th May – National Forest Fire Fighting Plan.
Law n.º 14/2004, 8th May – Creates the municipal commissions for forest fire fighting.
Administrative act n.º 1139/2006, 25th October – Establishes the structure and content of municipal
commissions for forest fire fighting.
Decree-law n.º 179/99, 21st May – Creates the forest fire brigades and regulates their activities.
Decree-law n.º 94/2004, 22nd April – Changes Decree-law n.º 179/99, 21st May, which creates the forest fire
brigades and regulates their activities.
Decree-law n.º 38/2006, 20th February – Creation, recognition and operation of forest fire brigades.
Decree-law n.º 55/2007, 12th March – Protection measures for forests affected by forest fires.
Administrative act n. º 1169/2006, 2nd November – Establishes the models, content, dimensions and colours of
signage of restrictions of access, circulation and use of critical zones, in areas under forest regime and areas
under state management.
Administrative act n.º 1140/2006, 25th October – Technical specifications for forest fire prevention measures in
the mounting and operation of forest leisure equipment in rural areas.
Decree-law n.º 124/2006, 28th June – Establishes the measures and actions to be developed in the scope of
the National Forest Fire Fighting System.

3.4.2 Pests and diseases


Decree-law n.º 565/99, 21st December – Regulates the introduction of non native flora and fauna in the wild.
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Administrative act n.º 553-B/2008, 27th June – In the scope of the national programme for control of the pine
wood nematode (PROLUNP), that has been applied since 1999 to control and eradicate Bursaphelenchus
xylophilus (Steiner et Buhrer) Nickle et alínea and its vector, Monochamus galloprovincialis (Oliv.), confirms the
presence of this organism outside the current restriction zones.
Order n. º 15752/2008, D.R. n. º 109, II series, of 2008-06-06 – Presence of the pine wood nematode.
Administrative act n.º 358/2008, D.R. n.º 91, I series, of 2008-05-12 – Establishes the measures to be applied to
plants and wood in the rough of conifers that are harbourers of the pine wood nematode, with origin in
continental Portugal, and destined for export to European community or other countries.
Administrative act n. º 305-A/2008, D.R. n. º 78, I series, 2008-04-21 supplement – Changes the Administrative
act n. º 103/2006, 6th February, which establishes specific plant health measures for fighting the pine wood
nematode.
Order n.º 17390/2007, D.R. n.º 151, II series, of 2007-08-07 – establishes deadlines for the national programme
for control of the pine wood nematode (PROLUNP).
Administrative act n.º 321/2007. DR n.º 59, I series, of 2007-03-23 – Changes articles n.º 2 and 6 and annex I of
Administrative act n.º 103/2006, 6th February, which establishes specific plant health measures for fighting the
th
pine wood nematode, in the wording given by Administrative act n.º 815/2006, 16 August.
Administrative act n.º 815/2006. DR n.º 157, I series, of 2006-08-16 - Changes Administrative act n.º 103/2006,
6th February (which establishes specific plant health measures for fighting the pine wood nematode).
Administrative act n.º 103/2006 6th February - In 1999 the pine wood nematode, Bursaphelenchus xylophilus
(Steiner et Buhrer) Nickle et al., one of the most harmful organisms for conifer wood, was detected in Portugal.

3.5 HUNTING, SHOOTING AND FISHING



Decree-law n.º 201/2005, 24th November - Changes the Decree-law n.º 202/2004, 18th August, which regulates
Law n.º 173/99, 21st September, the Hunting Framework Law, and republishes it as an annex.
Administrative act n.º 1103/2000, 23rd November - Defines the models and the rules for placing signs and
signboards for use in marking out hunting estates, dog training areas, refuge areas, areas submitted to the nohunting regime, cattle enclosures, and other protection areas where the effectiveness of prohibition of hunting
and shooting depends on the land in question being signalled.

ANNEX III GUIDANCE ON NATIONAL INTERPRETATION OF HCVF
This annex is not intended to be mandatory, only guidance and compile the work done by the Standard Development
Group (Grupo de Partes Interessadas – GPI) during April 2008 and December 2009.
In April 2008 the technical work regarding the national interpretation of HCVF was initiated and three meetings were held
with a broad participation of stakeholders. A first draft was submitted to public consultation for more than one year
(November 2008 until December 2009). The comments received were integrated in the previous version and distributed
again to GPI. In the end of March 2010, a field visit to several certified areas was promoted, again with a very broad
participation of stakeholders (36 participants).
The following document compiles the outputs of those meetings, public consultation and visits.
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