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1. Background 

Policy and Standards Committee has requested PSU to develop an interpretation to clarify issues 
surrounding the inclusion of riparian zones in the minimum of 10% Conservation Areas Network. 

 
FSC-STD-60-004 International Generic Indicators state following:  

''6.5.5 Representative Sample Areas* in combination with other components of the conservation areas 

network* comprise a minimum 10% area of the Management Unit*.'' 

''6.7.1 Protection* measures are implemented to protect natural watercourses*, water bodies*, 
riparian zones* and their connectivity*, including water quantity and water quality.'' 
 

2. Challenges 

A question has arisen regarding those riparian zones that are established for protecting natural 
watercourses (IGI 6.7.1) – Are they eligible to be counted into the minimum of 10% Conservation Area 
Network (IGI 6.5.5) ? 

If the riparian zone has remained in its natural stage, it is usually rich in biological diversity and 
provides ecological corridors, thus contributing the Conservation Areas Network.  

However, human activities are often concentrated on riparian zones and there may be very little left 
of the ecosystem that would naturally occur in that geographical region. In such case the vegetation in 
the riparian zone would contribute to maintaining the water quantity and quality, but not the 
Conservation Areas Network. 

 
3. Requested decision 

The Policy and Standards Committee is requested to approve the interpretation on the inclusion of 
riparian zones in the minimum 10% Conservation Areas Network (below). 
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Annex 1:  Interpretation  
 

Keyword(s): Conservation Area Network, IGIs, minimum 10%, riparian zones 

Enquiry: Are riparian zones that are established for protecting natural watercourses (IGI 6.7.1) 
eligible to be counted in the minimum of 10% Conservation Area Network (IGI 6.5.5) 
? 

Proposed Interpretation: By default, riparian zones do not qualify to be included in the Conservation Area 
Network. 

Riparian zones may however be included, if those areas fully meet the 
definitions of representative sample areas*, conservation zones*, protection 
areas*, connectivity* areas or High Conservation Value Areas* as included in 
FSC-STD-60-004 V1-0 EN International Generic Indicators. 

Normative Reference: FSC-STD-60-004 V1-0 EN International Generic Indicators 

 

Following definitions are included in the Glossary of Terms (FSC-STD-60-004): 

Conservation Areas Network: Those portions of the Management Unit* for which conservation is the 
primary and, in some circumstances, exclusive objective; such areas include representative sample 
areas*, conservation zones*, protection areas*, connectivity* areas and High Conservation Value 
Areas*. 

Representative Sample Areas: Portions of the Management Unit* delineated for the purpose of 
conserving or restoring viable examples of an ecosystem that would naturally occur in that 
geographical region. 

Riparian zone: Interface between land and a water body, and the vegetation associated with it. 

Conservation zones  and protection areas: Defined areas that are designated and managed primarily 
to safeguard species, habitats, ecosystems, natural features or other site-specific values because of 
their natural environmental or cultural values, or for purposes of monitoring, evaluation or research, 
not necessarily excluding other management activities. For the purposes of the Principles and Criteria, 
these terms are used interchangeably, without implying that one always has a higher degree of 
conservation or protection than the other. The term ‘protected area’ is not used for these areas, 
because this term implies legal* or official status, covered by national regulations in many countries. 
In the context of the Principles and Criteria, management of these areas should involve active 
conservation, not passive protection’ (Source: FSC-STD-01-001 V5-1). 

Connectivity: A measure of how connected or spatially continuous a corridor, network, or matrix is. 
The fewer gaps, the higher the connectivity. Related to the structural connectivity concept; functional 
or behavioral connectivity refers to how connected an area is for a process, such as an animal moving 
through different types of landscape elements. Aquatic connectivity deals with the accessibility and 
transport of materials and organisms, through groundwater and surface water, between different 
patches of aquatic ecosystems of all kinds. (Source: Based on R.T.T. Forman. 1995. Land Mosaics. The 
Ecology of Landscapes and Regions. Cambridge University Press, 632pp). 
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High Conservation Value Areas: Zones and physical spaces which possess and/or are needed for the 
existence and maintenance of identified High Conservation Values*. 
 

 


