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Barritskov Estate was the first FSC certified forest in 
Denmark. It was certified in 2006 with an area of 331 ha, 
which qualifies it as a smallholder in the FSC system. 

Barritskov Estate has a range of FSC certified timber and 
Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFP’s) including ramson, 
ramson leaves, ramson flowers, stinging nettles, ground 
elders and rosehips.

Why certification?
Barritskov Estate chose to get FSC certified because it was 
in line with the way they already managed the forest. Their 
philosophy is that they want to work with nature to manage 
forest resources. They ask, “What does nature already have to 
offer?” rather than “What is it we want from the forest?” 

In general, they explore what  products they can sustainably 
source from the forest, identify how to sell each product and 
then make plan for harvesting. An example is ramson, or wild 
garlic, a plant which grows as wild monocultures across the 
forest floor and is delicious to eat. Instead of cultivating it, they 
harves the ramson in the wild, being careful not to take too 
much. They also practice selective felling, where low volumes 
of trees are carefully harvested from the forest each year. The 
attention to sustainable harvest at Barritskov was a key reason 
for their success with certification.

Benefits from FSC certification

To Barritskov Estate, a key benefit of FSC certification is the 
new forest knowledge and awareness amongst their staff. In 
a busy workday everything happens fast, but with the training 
employees receive on FSC certification, they are more mindful 
of how they need to work to protect their forest resources.  

Furthermore, Barritskov Estate are proud to be part of the 
FSC system. They use the FSC label on their products to 
communicate to customers that they manage their forests to 
the highest standard. 

BARRITSKOV ESTATE IN DENMARK

The Estate also benefits from getting involved in projects that 
promote the FSC label. For example, they were involved in 
the project “Skud på stamen 2010”, where Danish designers 
created beautiful furniture from wood supplied by Barritskov. 

Lessons Learnt
Barritskov Estate thinks it has been a challenge to get FSC 
certified because it requires extra work and sometimes it can 
be complicated to understand the demands of the principles 
and criteria. They have been supported by the expertise of 
their certification body- who have taken time to explain the 
audits and helped forest managers understand how to achieve 
compliance.

In addition, their advice is to not lose heart- certification 
requires a lot of extra work the first time around but with time 
the standards become of daily operations and contribute 
to better processes. They believe that in the long run, FSC 
certification actually makes forest management easier.

FACTS
Certificate details
SA-FM/COC-001177
Area
331.0 ha

CONTACT DETAILS
Barritskov Estate
34 Barritskovvej, 7150 Barrit, DENMARK
Thomas Harttung
Email: th@barritskov.com
Tel: +45 75 69 11 77
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