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FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Forests play a critical role in regulating the Earth’s climate.
By removing carbon dioxide (CO2) from the atmosphere, they
form the world‘s largest terrestrial store of atmospheric carbon.
Conversely, when forests are cleared, large amounts of carbon are
released into the atmosphere. The destruction and degradation
of forests worldwide accounts for a higher share of global CO2
emissions than the entire transport sector. This contributes to
the greenhouse effect, increasing the risk of catastrophic climate
change.
It is therefore imperative that humankind manages the world’s
remaining forests in a responsible manner. Protecting forests from
conversion to other land uses such as agriculture, introducing
management practices that maintain the integrity of the forest,
and restoring degraded forests, all contribute to reducing the
impacts of climate change. These activities should be in addition
to, and not a substitute for, necessary reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions from other sectors.

FSC activities in climate change mitigation
A number of forest carbon projects and standards already
use or require FSC® certification as a guarantee of social and
environmental safeguards. FSC is looking into the potential
opportunities and risks associated with recently developed
methodologies, standards, programmes and markets that allow
claims to be made on the management of forest carbon and
related projects or products.
FSC is also participating in international discussions and
negotiations on forests and climate change. At the 2009 UN
climate conference in Copenhagen, FSC hosted a side event and
presented a series of publications promoting FSC certification as
an effective tool against deforestation and forest degradation.
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AREAS FOR AN FSC
CLIMATE CHANGE
ENGAGEMENT
It is important to differentiate potential areas
of engagement within the context of forest
management and certification:
• Safeguarding: Ensuring that
management, monitoring and
monetization of forest carbon resources
does not come at the expense of people’s
rights or the environment;
• Carbon stewardship: Responsibly
managing forest carbon resources:
maintenance, enhancement or restoration
of the carbon stock;
• Carbon monitoring: Monitoring the
impacts of management practices on
forest carbon resources: qualitative and
quantitative assessments of the carbon
stock;
• Carbon accounting: Quantifying
additional carbon sequestration or
emission reduction and transforming this
into rewardable units (e.g. carbon credits);
• Carbon rewards: Obtaining financial or
other support for carbon stewardship and/
or claimed climate benefits.

The Forest Carbon Working Group
Starting in 2009, an expert group made up of FSC members,
the Forest Carbon Working Group (FCWG), was formed to analyze the opportunities, requirements and risks involved
if FSC is to develop a clearer climate profile. The FCWG carried out a two-year process of consultation with carbon
scheme representatives, experts serving on an advisory group, researchers and the FSC membership.
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As a result, the FSC Strategy for Climate Change Engagement has been developed. It includes:
• the activity areas for FSC climate change engagement
• a framework of strategic objectives and goals
• recommended research and actions by the FSC Secretariat.

Strategic objectives and goals
A new strategic framework now guides FSC as a standard setting organization for forest stewardship. It offers guidance
on how FSC should evolve if it is to maintain a leadership role and make a more effective contribution to combating
climate change. It explicitly recognizes the need to address the challenges arising from climate change and to proactively
integrate new provisions and components accordingly.

Research and actions
As a first step towards the implementation of the strategic framework, the FSC membership has adopted an amendment
to the FSC Statutes and By-Laws with respect to the FSC mission. This includes the provision of ecosystem services
as an inherent part of environmentally appropriate forest management systems.
Through a larger research and development project co-funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the next few
years will see FSC pilot testing opportunities to give more explicit coverage in its certification system to ecosystem
services such as carbon storage and sequestration. New business models supporting the provision of ecosystem
services will be evaluated and on-the-ground impacts systematically assessed.
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