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1.  The Inclusive Green Economy  
 

Questions: 

1. What policy tools do you think are the most effective and need to be put into place to stimulate the transformation 
to the inclusive Green economy within the EU? How should this complement the Europe 2020 strategy and/or its 
implementation? 

Answer (max 200 words): The EU should promote green economy through a combination of natural resource management 

and resource efficiency policies, making the market work for the environment (taxes and subsidies), and using the purchasing 

power of the public authorities to create or expand markets for innovative, green and social solutions.  

In this consultation document we miss the role of public procurement. While some Member States have green public procure-

ment policies in more or less ambitious ways, and DG Environment gives advice on GPP, the step to “inclusive” (meaning: in-

cluding the social dimension as well) is not set and even in the current reviews of the EU PP Directives, the Commission’s pro-

posals lacked sufficient openings to include social requirements related to the production processes (limiting it explicitly to those 

directly involved in the production process, therewith excluding impacts on adjacent communities, quite important in our area of 

work, forests). Unfortunately, the Council of Ministers tend to limit the reference to social issues even more. 

FSC proposes to include sustainable public procurement explicitly in the list of tools, ensure that EU legislation is consistent with 

this, and to include also more explicitly the need for natural resource management and resource efficiency policies. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/rio20_en.htm
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2. What policy tools do you think are the most effective and need to be put into place to as part of the EUs interac-
tions with developed countries, emerging economies, and with developing countries? How should this comple-
ment EU external policies and their implementation? 

Answer (max 200 words): Two issues from our perspective:  

One: Promote sustainable public procurement: in Rio it proved not to be possible to even include that in the declaration at all. 

Also the 10Year Framework of Programmes on SCP, formally approved in Rio, is just mentioning it in passing. We call upon the 

EU to invest in a major campaign to promote sustainable public procurement globally, and to provide practical support and as-

sistance to countries where the overarching concerns are: lack of locally produced goods and services that are certified or in 

other ways recognized as “sustainable”, and/or lack of knowledge/experience with designing and/or implementing such a policy. 

One way of doing this would be by giving dedicated support to the Sustainable Public Procurement Initiative coordinated by 

UNEP. 

A prerequisite for a credible role for EU is that inside the EU the move from green to sustainable public procurement is clearly 

initiated. 

Two: The Commission could give specific support to robust certification schemes, based on balanced multi-stakeholder govern-

ance, that have proven to trigger sustainable production and consumption patterns, with special attention to the social, environ-

mental and economic dimensions of production, where these can, in particular, bring concrete improvements in developing 

countries. 

3. What policies need to be put into place to further encourage and engage EU business and stakeholders?  

Answer (max 200 words): FSC calls for concrete and systematic support and promotion of transparent, effective, balanced 

multi stakeholder governed forest and chain-of-custody certification systems, in all parts of the world, with special attention to 

tropical and sub-tropical rainforests. This in recognition that forest certification can strengthen local economies, ensure the rights 

and interests of indigenous peoples and local communities and avoid the destruction of forests, their ecosystem services and 

their biodiversity, and, drive continuous improvements, provided it is based on robust principles, applied through transparent 

and balanced participatory, multi-stakeholder governed, processes, and includes independent, on-the-ground, monitoring, re-

porting and verification.  

In this way, the EU gives a clear signal that business-NGO cooperation can play a clear leadership role in putting sustainable 

development into practice. 

4. What specific actions could be foreseen in this area? How could such actions contribute to growth and jobs?  

Answer (max 200 words): In addition to what is mentioned above, the Commission could give the right example by increasing 

systematically the ambition level of its own instruments, such as the European Ecolabel and its Green Public Procurement guid-

ance. One specific action would be to ensure that all relevant labels and guidance require, 100% sustainable sourcing of the 

materials used for the products concerned. Currently sustainable sourcing is a requirement for timber only, and only for a certain 

percentage. This is weak in two ways. 
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2. Action in Priority Areas 

 

Questions: 

5. Which key areas do you think are the most important and should be given the highest priority (for the EU/at global 
level)? Please give reasons for your choices. 

Answer (max 200 words): FSC does not want to make a judgment on which of these areas are the most important. Obviously 

we concentrate on forests and the role they play for the people directly dependent on them for their livelihoods, on the role they 

play in maintaining biodiversity and providing valuable resources for the global community, their importance for mitigating, and 

adaptation to, climate change. 

As regards Forests, very little has been decided in Rio+20. It supports the work of UNFF and the Collaborative Partnership on 

Forests, it notes some other ongoing processes, but it does not take any new initiative nor does it make any link with the Green 

Economy agenda. 

6. Are there specific ways in which an area needs to be followed up (within the EU/at global level)? Should the EU 
promote and enter into partnerships for action and if so, in which area specifically? Are there specific barriers to 
implement actions in a given area? What could be done to overcome these barriers? 

Answer (max 200 words): see our answers to questions 1,2,3, 4 

7. Do you think it is useful for the EU to develop targets to drive the inclusive Green economy? If so, what aspects do 
you think should be covered and how should economic, social and environmental aspects be addressed?  

Answer (max 200 words): FSC is not in the position to give a detailed answer. But for an effective strategy it is necessary to 

work with targets that give direction to policy formulation and implementation. Such targets could be connected with environ-

mental fiscal reforms, efficiency requirements for production and products, but also sustainable sourcing of raw materials (such 

as timber). Economic, social and environmental aspects need to be addressed by inclusive multi-stakeholder consultation, and 

where effective relevant initiatives, such as FSC exist, they should be built upon. 
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3. Sustainable Development Goals 
 
 
Question: 

8. In your opinion, what specific themes or topics should SDGs cover? In what way could the EU build on existing or 
proposed goals and targets?   

Answer (max 200 words): “Halting deforestation and forest degradation globally” should be part of the SDGs, combined with 

the Aichi Target 15 on restoration of 15% of currently degraded ecosystems, which includes forests. Not having forests under 

the SDGs would give a wrong signal: that either the fate of forests is not essential for the wider sustainable development agen-

da, or that the problems with forests have been resolved. The proposal made above goes slightly further than Aichi Targets 

7&9. 

The Forest SDG could be complemented with a goal to achieve Sustainable Forest Management globally by, for example, 2025, 

in line with EU’s own biodiversity strategy which says: 

“Target 3b: Forests: By 2020, Forest Management Plans or equivalent instruments, in line with Sustainable Forest Management 

(SFM), are in place for all forests that are publicly owned and for forest holdings above a certain size (to be defined by the Member 

States or regions and communicated in their Rural Development Programmes) that receive funding under the EU Rural Development 

Policy so as to bring about a measurable improvement in the conservation status of species and habitats that depend on or are af-

fected by forestry and in the provision of related ecosystem services as compared to the EU 2010 Baseline.” 

 
 
4. Financing Strategy for sustainable development 
 
 
Question: 

16. What are the most effective ways of encouraging investment? Where possible, link your replies to questions on 
the inclusive Green economy.   

Answer (max 200 words): one way is to reward certification schemes through sustainable public procurement. In this way, 

investing in sustainable forest management, verified with certification, will become more attractive as demand is ensured. Next 

to this, for smaller and community forest owners, start-up investment support to move to certification relevant management 

approaches is of great importance, in particular in developing countries, in combination with further work on FLEGT VPAs and 

connected governance and infrastructural support. 

 

 


