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Preface  
Descriptive statement of FSC: 
 
The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is on independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit 
organisation established to promote the responsible management of forests worldwide.  
 
It was established as a legal entity in Mexico in February 1994 with its origins in a group of timber 
users, traders and representatives of environmental and human rights organisation concerned about 
accelerating deforestation, environmental degradation and social exclusion.   
 
At a meeting in California in 1990, this diverse group highlighted the need for a credible system that 
could identify well-managed forests as the sources of responsibly produced wood products. But it was 
only two years later during the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in 
Rio de Janeiro in 1992 that provided the timely opportunity for many non-governmental organisations 
to gather support for the idea of a non-governmental, independent and international forest certification 
scheme.  
 
FSC provides standard setting, trademark assurance and accreditation services for companies and 
organizations interested in responsible forestry. Products carrying the FSC label are independently 
certified to assure consumers that they come from forests that are managed to meet the social, 
economic and ecological needs of present and future generations. 
 
Since its formal establishment in 1994, the growth of the FSC has seen over 1200 forest management 
Chain of Custody (FM/CoC) certificates and over 26000 only chain-of-custody certificates issued, with 
179.444 million hectares of land certified. 
 

The FSC vision and mission:  
 

Vision:   
The world’s forests meet the social, ecological and economic rights and needs of the present 
generation without compromising those of future generations. 
 

Mission:  
The Forest Stewardship Council A.C. (FSC) shall promote environmentally appropriate, socially 
beneficial, and economically viable management of the world’s forests. 
 
The FSC defines environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial and economically viable as follows: 
 

- Environmentally Appropriate:    Environmentally appropriate forest management ensures 
that the harvest of timber and non-timber products maintain the forest’s biodiversity, 
productivity and ecological processes. 
 

- Socially Beneficial: Socially beneficial forest management helps both local people and 
society at large to enjoy long term benefits and also provides strong incentives to local people 
to sustain the forest resource and adhere to long-term management plans. 
 

- Economically viable: Economically viable forest management means that forest operations 
are structured and managed so as to be sufficiently profitable, without generating financial 
profit at the expense of the forest resource, the ecosystem, or affected communities.  The 
tension between the need to generate adequate financial returns and the principles of 
responsible forest operations can be reduced through efforts to market the full range of forest 
products and services for their best value. 

 
For further information, please visit: www.ic.fsc.org  
 

http://www.ic.fsc.org/
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What is FSC Certification?  
 

The FSC Principles and Criteria (P&C) describe the essential elements or rules of environmentally 
appropriate, socially beneficial and economically sound forest management. These are in turn 
supported by indicators and verifiers that are normally developed by stakeholders through consensus 
for a particular geographic region or country.   
 
The following definitions have been modified from the CIFOR certification initiative (CIFOR, 1999. 
Guidelines for Developing, Testing and Selecting Criteria, and Indicators for Sustainable Forest 
Management. Prabhu, R.; Colfer,C. and Dudley,R.I. The Criteria and Indicators Toolbox Series. 
Centre for International Forestry Research, Jakarta, Indonesia). 
 
Principle: A fundamental truth or law as the basis for reasoning or action. 
 
Criterion: A principle or standard that a thing is judged by (criteria are “second order” principles that 
add meaning to a principle without itself being a direct measure of performance. 
 
Indicator: Any variable or component of the forest enterprise used to infer the status of a particular 
criterion (indicators should convey a single, meaningful message). 
 
Verifier: Data or information that enhances the specificity or ease of assessment of an indicator 
(verifiers provide specific details that would indicate or reflect a desired condition of an indicator). 
 
Useful questions that can be asked of a verifier are (after Scrase H. and Lindhe, A.  2001. Developing 
Forest Stewardship Standards – A Survival Guide. Targa Rescue Network, Sweden. 56pp.): 
 

- Will complying with the verifier achieve good forest management? 
- Does the verifier make sense? 
-  Is it fair to all timber farms (small through large)? 
- Does the verifier work consistently well in all parts of the country? 
- Can an auditor use it to reach a clear decision, and will all auditors reach the same decision? 
- Do forest owners agree that it is operational? 

 
The FSC P&C were first published in 1994, with the last amendment in 2002.  All ten principles must 
be applied in any forest management unit before that unit is awarded FSC certification.  The P&C 
apply to all forest types and to all areas within the management unit included in the scope of the 
certificate.  In South Africa, this would include all planted forests, and unplanted land consisting of 
natural vegetation, roads, workshops, loading areas, etc. 
 
The South African Standard has been developed through a process of stakeholder consensus to 
provide locally appropriate indicators for each criterion to show compliance can be demonstrated in 
the South African situation. 
 
Major failures in any individual Principle will normally disqualify a candidate from certification or, in the 
case of an existing certificate holder, may lead to decertification.  However, flexibility is allowed to 
cope with local circumstances.  The P&Cs allow for differences and difficulties of interpretation to be 
addressed in national and local forest stewardship standards.  The FSC intends to complement, not 
supplant, other initiatives that support responsible forest management and the P&Cs should be used 
in conjunction with national and international laws and regulations. 
 
For further information visit www.fsc.org  and specifically FSC-STD-01-001 (version 4-0) EN. 
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Descriptive statement of the National working group:   
 

The Process followed in South Africa:   
 
In March 2004, following a meeting of the FSC International Board in the town of Sabie, Mpumalanga, 
South Africa, those stakeholders present met to informally discuss a proposal to develop a set of 
indicators that could be used for plantation forest certification in South Africa.  Various informal 
meetings and discussions took place from April 2004 to January 2005.  On 19 January 2005, a 
process of establishing a formally constituted National Working Group (as it was known at that time) 
was put in place. A Background Document: The Development of a National Initiative for South African 
Plantation and Natural Forest Certification was prepared as the formal initiation of the process. 
 
The interim group identified various criteria for qualification for membership of the NI Working Group, 
viz. 

• A minimum of two people in each of the following chambers: 
o Environmental 
o Social 
o Economic 
o government 

• Applicants should demonstrate experience and understanding of the social, environmental, 
and economic or governance issues expressed in the principles of the National Forest Act 
84 of 1998. 

• Accept and support their role to facilitate the development of forest management standards, 
and have exposure to, or working experience in, criteria and indicators. 

• Must be 
o willing to become FSC members if required 
o financially independent (travel and subsistence will be paid for) 
o literate 
o willing to ensure the process is transparent and follow National Initiative procedures 

as outlined in the FSC 1998 Manual 
• The working group should, as far as is practicable, be representative of gender and race, 

provided the other criteria can also be met. 
 
Following responses from stakeholders, the NI Working Group was constituted and made up of three 
members in each of the four chambers.  The first formal meeting endorsed the process followed so 
far, and agreed that the NI Working Group Chairperson (the FSC Contact Person) would continue to 
drive the process.  With no funds available, progress was understandably slow, but nevertheless it 
was agreed that service providers would need to be appointed to develop the standards, and terms of 
reference were developed as follows. 
 
The standard must be applicable to all plantation forests within the geographical boundaries of South 
Africa and must: 

• be in full compliance with the FSC Principles and criteria 
• be aligned with the draft Principles, Criteria, Indicators and Standards for Sustainable Forest 

Management of Natural Forests and Plantations in South Africa, prepared for the 
Committee for Sustainable Forest Management (a sub-committee of the National Forests 
Advisory Council in the Ministry of Forestry) 

• comply with existing applicable legislation 
• take into account existing best practice documents 
• take into consideration any certification body forest management standard check list for South   
Africa 
• include indicators and criteria that are cost-effective and efficient 
• be compatible with the ecological, social and economic circumstances prevailing in South 
Africa 

 
The major delay in any significant progress was lack of adequate funds.  Various approaches were 
made to organisations, both locally and internationally, but there was limited response.  Finally, in 
June 2007, the Department of Forestry agreed to provide the necessary funds for the development of 
the Standard.  The National Forests Act 84 of 1998 specifically states that the Minister may create or 

Comment [GF2]: Would like to take a 
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promote certification programmes and other incentives to encourage sustainable forest management 
(section 4(2)(b)) and, following this development, the Terms of Reference for an Expression of 
Interest were distributed to service providers.  The Working Group was represented by a member 
from each Chamber during the review of the respondents’ submissions.  Resulting from this was the 
appointment of the Institute of Natural Resources at the University of KwaZulu Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg, to develop a voluntary certification standard that is aligned with the principles for 
sustainable forest management as defined in the National Forests Act, No. 30 of 1998 and the Forest 
Stewardship Council’s Principles and Criteria (FSC-STD-01-001(version 4-0)EN). 
 
In order for the South African National Standard to be approved by the FSC Policy and Standards 
Unit as the locally appropriate FSC certification standard, it needs to comply with the standard setting 
requirements determined by the FSC.  At the time of the development of the South Africa FSC 
Standard, the only guidance document available was the FSC National Initiatives Manual (FSC, 
1998), and this document therefore provided the basis of the process followed in South Africa.  It is 
perhaps important to note that this Manual was a draft prepared by I.J. Evison and was not an 
approved FSC document, but was the only one available at that time. 
 
Furthermore, the FSC requires that the development of the standard be undertaken under the 
guidance of a FSC approved Country Co-ordinator and a National Initiative Working Group 
comprising representatives in the social, economic and environmental chambers.  In the South 
African case, a fourth chamber (governance) was added to the Working Group.  This was because of 
the Department of Forestry funding of the project, and because the National Forest Act allows for the 
creation or promotion and certification programmes to encourage sustainable forest management. 
 
The development of the South African FSC standard was undertaken by a core technical team led by 
the Institute of Natural Resources which reported to the Country Co-ordinator and the National 
Initiative Working Group. 
 
The development of the standard used an iterative approach, with the preparation of three draft 
discussion documents and stakeholder comments being obtained on all three of these.  The INR core 
technical team had technical expertise across all four chambers (environmental, social, economic and 
governance) and was responsible for providing any additional expert input, as well as reviewing all 
stakeholder comments and input.   
 
It should be noted that the stakeholder inputs have been central to the preparation of the three draft 
standards, with comment invited through a process of both meetings and email communications.  A 
stakeholder list was developed from a range of sources, with a total of approximately 260 people on 
that list on the completion of the stakeholder consultation process. 
 
A separate standard for SLIMF plantations forests emerged as a stakeholder requirement. This was 
largely because many of the small growers are illiterate and a simple version of the Plantation Forest 
Standards was deemed as an appropriate solution to this problem. All plantation forests up to 1000ha 
was agreed by stakeholders would need to comply with the SLIMF Standard. 
 
A set of trial audits was undertaken on the second drafts as a testing process, using professional 
auditors, to assess whether the indicators referred to only a single aspect of performance – 

• the indicator was measurable 
• the indicator was relevant to achievement of the particular criterion 
• the verification of the indicator was relevant to that indicator 

 
The INR third draft standards were submitted simultaneously to the Working Group and listed 
stakeholders in June 2009.  Further stakeholder comments were received up until the end of August 
2009. 
 
The FSC Principles and Criteria is the core document for FSC forest management certification, and 
can only be changed by a vote from the FSC membership.  Since their adoption in 1994, some 
changes have been made, though the current version (FSC-STD-01-001(version 4-0) EN) has few 
differences from the original version.  More recently, the FSC initiated a process to conduct a limited 
review of the P&C, which was subsequently broadened to a full review with a Working Group 
balanced FSC sub-chamber.  In early September 2008, the FSC informed stakeholders of the Review 

Comment [GF3]: Was the Core 
technical team at INR the approved FSC 

Working group?  

Comment [GF4]: Does this means that 
the standard was not tested by an FSC 

accredited CB?  



© 2009 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.  All rights reserved. 

 

FSC-NATIONAL STANDARD FOR FOREST STEWARDSHIP. 
– 7 of 80 – 

of the FSC Principles and Criteria with the scope and objective “analyse all issues identified in the 
past regarding the FSC Principles and Criteria, and to propose, where necessary, revisions to the 
Principles and Criteria needed to solve the identified issues”.  The review and revision covers the 
entire Principles and Criteria including the introduction and glossary of terms. 
 
In September 2008, the FSC invited FSC members to serve on the Working Group on the Review and 
Revision which was to consist of six members and be chamber balanced.  In January 2009, following 
an internal voting process, the Working Group members were appointed, together with an Advisory 
Group and a Consultative Forum. 
 
In July and August 2009, the FSC distributed a number of documents to stakeholders for review and 
comment.  The final document for comment was expected in the first quarter of 2010, which would be 
followed by a 60 day comment period, final publication and then a 30 day voting period. 
 
The process of revision and adoption of the revised FSC International Principles and Criteria was 
mired in controversy in terms of the implementation date, with some suggestions being that 
compliance with the new Principles and Criteria could be as early as a year from date of 
implementation.  However, the FSC soon acknowledged that the revision of all country standards 
within one year of acceptance of the new standard by its members was impractical and potentially 
very costly to existing country standards and countries in the various stages of establishing their own 
standards under the existing Principles and Criteria.  Various proposals were put to members, with 
the compliance to the new Principles and Criteria (at that time, still under preparation), as late as 
2015. 
 
Because of the confusion over the final date of the implementation of the revised Principles and 
Criteria, the SA National Initiative Working Group put on hold further consideration of the final draft 
standard on the understanding that time and finances would be better spent transferring the existing 
final draft standard to the new Principles and Criteria.  However, as the new Principles and Criteria 
process unfolded, coupled with the development of international generic indicators, the Working 
Group agreed that irrespective of the consequences, there was a need to submit the South African 
standard using the existing Principles and Criteria, viz. FSC-STD-01-001(version 4-0) EN. 
 
However, it emerged during the Working Group’s approval of the INR final draft standard, that while it 
met the terms of reference in its entirety, the team had included not only indicators and verifiers, but 
an additional ‘layer’ termed a ‘standard’.  This was developed in an attempt to provide greater clarity 
on the interpretation of the indicator in that they were designed to provide a largely quantifiable or 
measurable benchmark to assist with a more consistent interpretation of what can be accepted as 
compliance with an indicator and thus the criterion. 
 
However, the National Initiative’s opinion was that the additional ‘layer’ made the Certification 
Standard more complex and detailed.  Further. The INR even proposed the removal of the indicators 
for auditing purposes.  The National Initiative Working Group agreed that the inclusion of a fifth ‘layer’ 
– the standard – as well as the suggestion to remove the Indicators for field auditing purposes, went 
beyond their mandate and that the final draft Standard needed to be amended. 
 
This process was initiated in January 2011 by the appointment of an expert auditor, Dr Michal Brink 
from Forestry Solutions.  The reformatting of the INR final draft standard was completed in May 2011, 
which included a series of meetings with members of the National Initiative Working Group.  Following 
the submission of the reformatted final draft standard, the National Initiative Working Group met 
between August 2011 and January 2012 to approve the standard.  It must be mentioned that during 
the period July to January 2012, use was made of FSC-GUI-60-004(VI) Forest Stewardship 
Standards: structure, content and suggested indicators. This is a guidance document that provides a 
set of ‘suggested indicators’ that would be useful for FSC national and regional standards in 
development and would make the process of approval much smoother than has been experienced in 
the past by other standard setting processes. 
 
Final agreement within the SDG on all the reformatted indicators and verifiers was completed at the 
end of January 2012. 
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There was final agreement that the standards would be applied as follows: 
Plantation Forest Standard: For all plantation forests greater than 1000ha. 
 

I. Indicators would apply to all plantation owners or managers where the individual different 
forest management units are larger than 1000ha and are generally spread over a large area 
(in the region of approximately 25000ha and up to 350000ha) and in some cases over more 
than one province. Such plantation forests may be certified under one certificate, or up to five 
different certificates. 

II. Plantation forest management units totalling in excess of 1000ha but managed or owned by a 
private landowner are sometimes excluded from indicators and these are identified under 
each indicator. This would be under circumstances where typically the landowner or manager 
would be a farmer that relies on timber as the prime source of income with a total forest 
management area in excess of 1000ha but not exceeding 25000ha or relies on timber and 
other crops combined as the prime source of income with forest management units on the 
landholding in excess of 1000ha. 

  

SLIMF Forest Standard: For all plantation forests less than 1000ha 

 
Typically this would be small timber growers with management units of anything between 0.2ha up to 
1000ha. Growers would not normally rely on the forest products as their main source of income but 
would comprise mixed farming units with income from timber on an infrequent, but not annual, basis. 
This standard requires the same levels of infield performance as the Plantation Forest Standard, but 
does not require detailed record keeping such as would be found on a large forest enterprise covering 
many forest management units. 
 
Definitions: All definitions are as contained in the FSC-STD-01-001(version 4-0 EN). 
 

Introduction to the South African Forest Stewardship standard  
 

Purpose of the standard:  
This standard sets out the required elements against which FSC accredited Certification Bodies shall 
evaluate forest management practices within the given scope of the standard in the Republic of South 
Africa.  
 
The FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship provide an internationally recognized 
standard for responsible forest management. However, any international standard for forest 
management needs to be adapted at the regional or national level in order to reflect the diverse legal, 
social and geographical conditions of forests in different parts of the world. The FSC Principles and 
Criteria therefore require the addition of indicators that are adapted to regional or national conditions 
in order to be implemented at the forest management unit (FMU) level. The FSC Principles and 
Criteria together with a set of such indicators accredited by FSC constitute an FSC National or 
Regional Forest Stewardship Standard. 
 
This standard follows the requirements of FSC-STD-60-002 Structure and content of forest 
stewardship standards to improve consistency and transparency in certification decisions between 
different certification bodies in the Republic of South Africa and in different parts of the world, and 
thereby to enhance the credibility of the FSC certification scheme as a whole. 
 

 Scope of the South African Plantation Standard 
This standard is applicable to all planted forest operations in excess of 1000ha and seeking FSC 
certification within the Republic of South Africa.  
 

Version of standard 
 
Pre-approval draft Version FSC-STD-ZAF-01-2013 South Africa Plantations EN 
 

Statement of the responsible parties that oversaw the development of the standard  
xxxxx
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a. General description of the geographical area covered by the standard  
b. List of members of the committee that prepared the standard  
c. List of key consultants and advisers who assisted the committee  
d. Associated documentation referenced in the standard. (This would include FSC 

document, other FSC accredited forest stewardship standards, legislation and other 
relevant documents).  

e. Terms and definitions (those which are crucial to the standard and are not defined in 
the FSC principles and criteria) 

 
Hierarchical framework    
The standard is structured as a hierarchy of the FSC Principles, FSC Criteria and the associated 
indicators. Compliance with the standard shall be determined by evaluating observed 
performance at the Forest Management Unit (FMU) level against each indicator of the standard, 
and in comparison with any performance threshold(s) specified for the indicator. 
 
FSC and FSC-accredited certification bodies will not insist on perfection in satisfying the FSC 
Principles and Criteria’. 
 
Major failures in any individual FSC Principle will normally disqualify a candidate from certification, 
or will lead to decertification’ 
 
Certification decisions will be guided by the extent to which each FSC Criterion is satisfied, and by 
the importance and consequences of failures. 
 

 
Note on the use of this Standard:  

All aspects of this standard are considered to be normative, including the scope, standard effective 
date, references, terms and definitions, notes, tables and annexes, unless otherwise stated.  
 
      Notes on interpretation of Indicators 
xxxxx 
 
Where an indicator requires that a procedure or system is documented, it is also required that the 
documented system is implemented and that a person has been appointed with the responsibility to 
ensure that the system is implemented.  
 
Where an indicator refers to a system or procedure, it is assumed that it is the job of the certification 
body in all cases to verify that the procedure is implemented. The existence of staff responsible for 
doing this would be one means of verification. 
 
Contractors: in several places indicators may emphasize that the requirements apply equally to 
forest enterprise staff and to contractors. This should be taken as the basis for all indicators. The 
indicators apply to all staff, personnel, third parties etc., operating within the forest area. 
 
For each Criterion a number of Indicators are listed. Where indicators are simply numbered, with no 
additional letter (e.g. Indicator 1.1.1), the indicator is intended to be applicable to all sizes and types of 
forest and plantation. 
 
In many cases specific additional requirements are specified that are applicable only to large (i.e. 
forests which are not small or low intensity managed forests ('SLIMFs')). In these cases the indicator 
numbers are followed by the letter 'L'. 
 
In a relatively small number of cases indicators are applicable only to SLIMFs. In these cases the 
indicator is followed by the letter 'S'. 
 
In a very small number of cases there are other designations, as follows: 
'IP': the indicator applies only to forests/ plantations managed by Indigenous Peoples 
'T': the indicator applies only to forests/ plantations in the tropics 
'N': the indicator applies only to natural/ semi-natural forests 

Comment [GF8]: Please complete this 
section and provide information to the 

statements.  

Comment [GF9]: Please check the 
standard to make sure that this note truly 

says what is expected.  

Comment [GF10]: Please provide the 
information here. See examples below  

Comment [GF11]: Please verify that 
this is correct.  



© 2009 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.  All rights reserved. 

 

FSC-NATIONAL STANDARD FOR FOREST STEWARDSHIP. 
– 10 of 80 – 

'C': the indicator applies only to community managed forests/ plantations 
In some cases an Indicator has been included as 'for consideration'. This is where the 
indicator appears to be useful, but it could be argued goes beyond the clear scope of the 
Criterion Comment [GF12]: This is a standard 

interpretation for understanding how to use 

indicators, please provide a text that best 

describes the interpretation in the south 
African standard.  
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The FSC Principles and Criteria: 
FSC Principle 1Compliance with Laws and FSC Principles  

 
Forest management shall respect all applicable laws of the country in which they occur and international treaties and agreements to which the country  is a signatory, 
and comply with all FSC Principles and Criteria Ok  

 
Criterion 1.1. Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and administrative requirements Ok  
 

 
Indicator 1.1.1  
 

 
Verifiers 

 
Guidance notes 

Forest managers shall demonstrate awareness with relevant 
national and provincial legislation and municipal by laws Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
The enterprise shall have access (physical or electronic) of the 
texts of relevant legislative and regulatory requirements, 
including at least those referenced in the applicable FSC 
standard. OK  
 
There shall be a procedure for familiarizing staff with applicable 
laws and other regulatory requirements, and updating staff 
when there are changes. Ok  

Interviews with FMU management to assess 
awareness of applicable national and provincial 
legislation and municipal bylaws.  
 
There is evidence of access to relevant 
legislation and regulations. 
 
There is a procedure in place to inform staff of 
the regulatory requirements. 

A list of all national and provincial laws is appended to the 
Standards (Annexure  4  ) 

Indicator 1.1.2 Verifiers Guidance 

There is shall be evidence of FME compliance with national and 
provincial laws and municipal bylaws. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 

There is no evidence of significant non-
compliance with all national and local laws and 
administrative requirements. 
 

A legal non-compliance will be considered “significant” if: 
it has been allowed to persist or remain for a period of time 
that would normally have allowed detection; and/or 
it is an intentional or a blatant/self-evident disregard for the 
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The landowner shall demonstrate that they have effective 
procedures in place to ensure that contractors and others 
responsible for forestry operations on the FMU comply with 
applicable legal requirements. Ok  
. 
1.1.x If any non-compliances with legal or regulatory 
requirements have been identified by the enterprise or by third 
parties in the previous five years, they shall have been 
documented by the enterprise, were promptly corrected, and 
effective action has been taken to prevent their recurrence. 

Compliance with the minimum point 
requirements in the Forestry Charter Broad 
Based Black Economic Empowerment 
(BBBEE) Scorecard can be demonstrated. 
 

law. 
A legal non-compliance will not be considered “significant” if 
the deviation is short-term, unintentional and without 
significant damage to the environment. 
 
An afforestation permit is available for all plantations 
established between 1972 and 1998 in areas outside of the 
former homelands and independent states. 
 
Water use licences are available for all plantations on the 
estate, or evidence of the plantations having been registered 
with the relevant authority, are available. 
 
Authorizations have been obtained from the responsible 
authority for other water uses specified in the National Water 
Act (NWA) not covered by Schedule 1 of the Act 
(Permissible Water Use) or within conditions set out in a 
General Authorization. E.g. storage of water. 
 Environmental Authorizations in terms of Listed Activities 
contained in the EIA Regulations published under NEMA 
and the conditions attached to that authorization. E.g. roads 
of certain dimensions. 

Criterion 1.2. All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and other charges shall be paid Ok  

 
Indicator 1.2.1  

 

 
Verifiers 

 
Guidance notes 

There shall be is payment by the FME of all legally prescribed 
license fees, leases, concessions, dividends, royalties, rates 
and taxes. Ok  

Documented evidence /receipts of payment 
relevant to prevailing legislation. 
  

Income Tax Act 58 of 1972  
Taxation Laws Amendment Act 5 of 2001. 
VAT Act 89 of 1991 
Compensation for Occupational Injuries and Diseases Act 

Comment [GF15]: Similar comment as 
in GF13 above  
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130 of 1993 
Skills Development Act 97 0f 1998. 
UIF Contributions Act 4 of 2002. 
Local Government: Municipal Property Rates Act 6 of 2004. 
National Water Act 36 of 1998 (NWA): - Payments for water 
management charges as per requirements of valid water use 
licences for Stream Flow Reduction Activities (section 36 of 
NWA, 1998) 

Indicator 1.2.2  Verifiers Guidance notes 

Records of payments of all legally prescribed license fees, 
leases, concessions, dividends, royalties, rates and taxes shall 
be appropriately maintained for at least 5 years. Ok  

Records and documentation. A 5-year period is selected to coincide with at least one full 
certification cycle. 

Criterion 1.3. In signatory countries, the provision of all binding agreements such as CITES, ILO Conventions, ITTA, and Conventions on Biological Diversity, shall be respected. 
Ok  
 
 

Indicator 1.3.1  Verifiers Guidance notes 

There shall be no substantiated evidence of any non-
compliance by the forest enterprise with the applicable 
requirements of any international agreements listed in the 
national FSC standard. Ok  

No evidence of non-compliance with listed 
international agreements. 

In the South African context, all international and regional 
conventions and agreements that have been signed and 
ratified are enacted in national legislation. Therefore by 
implication, compliance with Indicator 1.1.1 implies 
compliance with Criterion 1.3 
Current conventions and agreements to which SA is a 
signatory include:  
Convention on Biological Diversity (Biodiversity Convention) 
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 
especially as Waterfowl Habitat  (Ramsar Convention) 
The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 
Wild Animals (BONN Convention) 
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora  (CITES) 
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International Tropical Timber Agreement (ITTA) 
World Heritage Convention 
Biosafety (Cartegena) Protocol 
Southern African Development Community Protocol on 
Forestry (SADC Protocol) 
For a full list see Appendix 1.0 

Criterion 1.4 Conflicts between laws, regulations and FSC Principles and Criteria shall be evaluated for the purposes of certification, on a case by case basis, by the certifiers and 
the involved affected parties Ok  

Indicator 1.4.1  Verifiers Guidance notes 

The enterprise shall identify and document any situations in 
which the manager's compliance with the law would preclude 
compliance with any indicator of this standard, or vice versa. Ok  
 

There is evidence that such conflicts have been 
evaluated.  

The onus is on the company to identify potential conflicts.  
However, the certification body may use this clause where, 
during an audit, if becomes evident that a conflict does exist. 

Indicator 1.4.2  Verifiers Guidance notes 

Any identified conflicts have beenshall be  communicated and 
reported to the certification body. 
 
1.4.x In the event of any conflict being identified, the enterprise 
shall consult with the body responsible for interpretation of the 
FSC standard (i.e. either the certification body or the FSC 
National office), and/or with the relevant authority responsible 
for interpreting legal requirements, in an attempt to resolve the 
conflict.  

 
 

Documented report to certification body. Any identified potential conflicts needs to be communicated 
to the auditor at the commencement of an audit. 

Criterion 1.5 Forest management areas shall be protected from illegal harvesting, settlement and other unauthorised activities  

Indicator 1.5.1  Verifiers Guidance notes 

Managers shall take measures to prevent illegal harvesting, 
settlement and other unauthorized activities within the FMU.  Ok  
 

Record of action to identify, monitor and control 
any illegal/unauthorised activities. 
Evidence of prevention and control activities. 

Depending on the size of the forest area and on the risk of 
illegal activity occurring, such measures may include:  
-      Forest roads have gates and/or have controlled access 
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For Large  Enterprises only:  
Managers shall have documented policies and procedures to 
protect the FMU from illegal harvesting, settlement and other 
unauthorized activity. Ok  

 
Procedures are in place. 

to areas of high risk; 
-     Forest roads are patrolled to detect and prevent illegal 
access to the forest; communities and are easily identified in 
the field;  
-     Personnel and resources have been assigned to detect 
and control illegal activities promptly; 
-     Boundaries are known to the manager and local 
community. 
. 
 

Indicator 1.5.2 Verifiers Guidance notes 

Processes are shall be  in place to identify illegal or 
unauthorised activities. 
 

Available surveillance resources. 
Budget allocated to FMU protection.  
Evidence of patrolling activities implemented. 

 

Indicator 1.5.3 Verifiers Guidance notes 

Appropriate measures shall be taken to deal with illegal or 
unauthorised activities when they are identified. Ok  
 

Depending on the nature of the activity such 
measures may include:  
-     Reporting the activity to an appropriate 
authority;  
-     Disciplinary action or fines in the case that 
staff were involved;  
-     Working with the appropriate authorities, 
and always within the law, to control the 
unauthorized activity;  
-     Working with local communities and/or 
authorities to resolve underlying grievances 
leading to illegal or unauthorized activity;  
-     Pursuing legal action (e.g. prosecution) if 
necessary. 

 

Indicator 1.5.4 Verifiers Guidance notes 

The enterprise shall maintain a record of all identified instances 
of illegal or unauthorized activities within its FMU, and of any 

Annual record of illegal and unauthorised 
activities maintained. 

For small enterprises, the record could be an informal 
notebook, while large enterprises require having a formal 
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subsequent actions taken to control the illegal activity. Ok  system in place. 

Criterion 1.6. Forest managers shall demonstrate a long term commitment to adhere to the FSC Principles and Criteria Ok  

Indicator 1.6.1 Verifiers Guidance notes 

The enterprise shall have a publicly available policy endorsed 
by the owner/ most senior management explicitly stating a long 
term commitment to forest management practices consistent 
with the FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship. Ok  

Publically available statement declaring long 
term commitment to adhere to the South 
African National Principles for sustainable 
forest management as listed in the National 
Forests Act, and FSC Principles of a well- 
managed forest is evident. 
 

 

Indicator 1.6.2 Verifiers Guidance notes 

Staff and contractors are aware of the FSC and have an 
understanding of the intent of the Principle and Criteria. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
A program shall be in place to inform staff about the content of 
the FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship and the 
long-term management implications of adherence. Ok  

Interviews with managers, supervisors and 
contractors to assess their understanding of the 
South African National principles and FSC 
principles. 
Review of practices to communicate the 
understanding of South African National 
Principles and FSC principles of well managed 
forests to workers and contractors at all levels.  

 

Indicator 1.6.3 Verifiers Guidance notes 

The forest manager shall disclose information on all FMUs over 
which (s)he has some degree of management responsibility 
(see FSC policy on Partial Certification), and there is no 
substantive evidence that the management of this land conflicts 
with the requirements of standards for FSC Controlled Wood 
(FSC-STD-30-010). Ok  

List of all FMUs for which the owner/manager 
has some management responsibility. 
Management plans for these FMUs provide 
evidence of the commitment to responsible 
forest management. 
Any applicable policies, or statements. 
Interviews with Forest Managers. 

The currently applicable FSC Policy on Partial certification is 
that specified in the FSC Board Paper BM19.24 (9 May 
2000). 
FSC policy clearly does NOT require a forest management 
operation to apply to have all of its forest operations certified, 
nor to agree to a timetable for such evaluation, in order to 
have part of its operations certified unless the FM is an FSC 
member.  C1.6 does however refer to forest managers’ long-
term commitment to adhere to the FSC P&C, and BM19.24 
interprets this to include evidence of their commitment 
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beyond the area which is specifically the scope for 
compliance with other applicable indicators.  Until further 
notice, certification bodies are therefore expected to 
evaluate evidence for such commitment by forest managers. 

FSC Principle 2: Tenure and use rights and responsibilities  

 
Long term tenure and use rights to the land and forest resources shall be clearly defined, documented and legally established Ok  

Criterion 2.1 Clear evidence of long term forest use rights to the land (e.g. land title, customary rights, or lease agreements) shall be demonstrated Ok   

Indicator 2.1.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The   name   and   legal   status of the entity   seeking 
certification   for the   FMU   shall be   clearly identified. Ok  

Documentation providing evidence of legal 
constitution. 

  

Indicator 2.1.2  Verifiers Guidance notes  

There shall be documentation (including associated maps) 
which clearly identifies the ownership of all the lands and forests 
under evaluation. Ok  
 
2.1.3 Ownership and /or use rights shall be compatible with 
long-term compliance with the requirements of the FSC 
Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship.  

 

Providing evidence of ownership or rights to 
utilise FMUs for forestry operations: 
Title deed 
Lease agreement 
Permission To Occupy (PTO) 
Map clearly showing boundaries and/or clear 
infield demarcation (e.g. beacons). 
Recognition of the boundaries by neighbours. 

  

Criterion 2.2 Local communities with legal or customary tenure or use rights shall maintain control, to the extent necessary to protect their rights or resources, over forest 
operations unless they delegate control with free and informed consent to other agencies OK  

 

NOTE: In the South African context this criterion refers to land which is leased from local communities, and which is under communal tenure either held by the State or the 
Ngonyama Trust. The FMU manager therefore has permission to operate the forestry operation, but the local community may retain rights to the land and natural resources. In the 
case of State Plantations, the National Forests Act also extends rights of access and resource use to local communities. 

Indicator 2.2.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Legal and customary rights of local communities to the 
resources on the FMU shall be identified in collaboration with 
such communities. Ok  

Evidence of rights and entitlements enquiry 
undertaken together with local community 
stakeholders.  
Documentation of agreements reached on 
rights and entitlements identified and 
accommodation of these in management 

Under Extension of Security  of Tenure Act 62 of 1997 there 
is an obligation to ensure legal occupiers of land are 
accorded with among others:   
- security of tenure; 
- the right to receive bona fide visitors at reasonable times;  
- the possibility to receive postal or other communication;  
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operations. 
Evidence that free and informed consent was 
communicated verified by authorised 
representatives of local communities. 
 

- the possibility to enjoy family life; 
- the right bury a deceased member of the family who, at 
time of death resided on the land; 
- access to water;  
- access to educational or health services; and  
-  the right to visit and maintain family graves, and bury on 
the land subject to reasonable conditions imposed.  
Termination of residence must be based on lawful grounds 
e.g. breach of duties or if the occupier is an employee, 
voluntarily resignation or lawfully dismissal. A court order 
must also be sought.   
 

Indicator 2.2.2 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Where communities have delegated control of their legal or 
customary tenure or use rights, or part thereof, this shall be 
confirmed by documented agreements and/or interviews with 
representatives of the local communities. Ok  
 
NOTE: Where local communities have delegated their rights 
and control it must be demonstrated that this was done with free 
and informed consent.  

Written agreements. 
Free and informed consent communicated by 
representatives of local communities. 
Clear evidence of payment for tenure or use 
rights. 

  

Indicator 2.2.3 Verifiers Guidance notes  

FMU planning and operations shall be subject to these tenure or 
use rights unless such have been delegated to other agencies 
with free and informed consent. Ok  

Interviews with local communities. 
Written agreements. 
Free and informed consent communicated by 
representatives of local communities. 

  

Indicator 2.2.4 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Local communities are able to exercise their tenure and use 
rights to the extent that they choose, compatible with other 
rights and with all the provisions of the P&C Ok  

Interviews with local communities. 
Written agreements. 
Free and informed consent communicated by 
representatives of local communities. 

  

Indicator 2.2.5 Verifiers Guidance notes  
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Sites of special cultural, ecological, economic or religious 
significance to local communities shall be clearly identified and 
mapped in co-operation with such communities and protected 
by forest managers. Ok  

Interviews with local communities. 
Inspection of areas/resources where access 
and/or use has taken place. 

National Heritage and Resources Act 25 of 1999 has specific 
provisions regarding the conservation of heritage sites.  If 
FMU has or potentially has heritage resources under its 
management, evidence required that:    
- all the relevant cultural values and indigenous knowledge 
systems are taken into account. 
- when sites of significance are discovered during 
operations: 
stop work; 
secure area to prevent further damage; 
notify forest manager; 
consult with relevant local communities or relevant 
authorities for protection of site; 
commence work after approval given. 

 

Indicator 2.2.6 Verifiers Guidance notes  

The rights holders (or their legitimate representatives) and the 
managers shall have identified together the possible impacts of 
the operation on the rights and resources of the local 
communities; the rights holders shall have given free and 
informed consent for such activities through documented 
agreements ok  

Interviews with local communities 
Documented agreements available 

  

NOTES: 
 

Criterion 2.3 Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed to resolve disputes over tenure claims and use rights. The circumstances and status of any outstanding disputes will be 
explicitly considered in the certification evaluation. Disputes of substantial magnitude involving a significant number of interests will normally disqualify an operation from being 
certified. Ok  

 

NOTE: In the South African context, there is a national land reform process and there are many unresolved land claims on FMUs across the country. The purpose of this criterion 
is therefore to ensure FMU level cooperation with the land reform process. In addition there may be disputes unrelated to the land claims process, for example over disputed 
boundaries or access and use rights. In these cases the criterion assesses implementation of legally recognised processes to resolve these disputes.  

Indicator 2.3.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

In any case of dispute relating to tenure claims or use rights the 
enterprise shall enter into good faith efforts to resolve the 

Evidence of steps that have been taken by the 
FMU manager to identify land claims on the 

Documented procedures are available that allow for a 
process that could generally be regarded as open and 

 Formatted: English (U.K.)
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dispute using locally accepted mechanisms and/or 
institutions.Ok  
  
For Large Enterprises only: 
Where there is potential for dispute over tenure or use rights 
relating to land and forest resources the enterprise shall have a 
written procedure to resolve such disputes, and has allocated 
sufficient staff and resources for effective implementation. Ok  

FMU.  
Record of number, location and status of 
claims. Record of boundary and use rights 
disputes. 
Complaints register of any disputes about 
rights, entitlements and access and use by 
local communities with legal / customary rights.  
Record of disputes over management 
agreements. 
Evidence of cooperation and dispute resolution 
activities. 

acceptable to all parties with an objective of achieving 
agreement and consent through fair consultation.  
Procedures should allow for impartial facilitation and 
resolution. 
Relevant legislation includes:  
Extension of Security of Tenure Act (Act 67 of 1997) and the 
interim Protection of Informal Land Rights Act (Act 31 of 
1996); 
Land Reform Act (Act 3 of 1996); 
Restitution of Land Rights Act (Act 22 of 1994). 

Indicator 2.3.2  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The forest enterprise shall maintain an up-to-date and complete 
record of all disputes relating to tenure claims and use rights, 
including evidence relating to the dispute and a clear and up-to-
date description of any steps taken to resolve the dispute. Ok  

Evidence of steps that have been taken by the 
FMU manager to identify land claims on the 
FMU.  
Record of number, location and status of 
claims. Record of boundary and use rights 
disputes.  
Complaints register of any disputes about 
rights, entitlements and access and use by 
local communities with legal / customary rights.  
Record of disputes over management 
agreements. 
Evidence of cooperation and dispute resolution 
activities. 

. 
 

 

Indicator 2.3.4 Verifiers Guidance notes  
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In the case of any outstanding dispute relating to tenure claims 
or forest use rights which are of a substantial magnitude and 
involve a significant number of interests, the main parties to the 
dispute shall accept that forest management operations may be 
suspended whilst processes to resolve the dispute are 
implemented. Ok  
  
Indicator 2.3.x In the case of a dispute related to the tenure 
claims and use rights there shall be a process to resolve the 
dispute, which has been mutually agreed.  

 

Interviews with Forest Managers and 
consultation with representatives of local 
communities. 
Complete record of a history of disputes. 
Evidence of efforts made to resolve outstanding 
disputes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magnitude of a dispute may be assessed by considering the 
scale at a landscape level associated with the opinion of a 
majority of community representatives and/or the time period 
over which the dispute has been in place. 
The Restitution of Land Rights Act provides for the restitution 
of rights in land to persons or communities dispossessed of 
such rights after 19 June 1913 as a result of past racially 
discriminatory laws or practices. Disputes are resolved by 
the commissioner, mediators and ultimately land claims 
court.  Under RLRA, the FMU manager must ensure that 
land is not subject to a land claim. 
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FSC Principle 3: Indigenous peoples' rights 

 
Legal and customary rights of indigenous peoples to own, manage and use their lands, territories, and resources shall be recognised and respected Ok  

NOTE: Principle 3 does not apply in the South African forestry context as the FSC definition of Indigenous People (see definition in Note 1 below) is not relevant in the case of 
forestry certification in South Africa. In the South African context the protection of rights revolves around the protection of the rights of local people or communities (see definition of 
local people or communities in Note 2 below). These aspects are addressed under Principle 2 of the South African National Standard. The standard setting process in South Africa 
confirmed the approach adopted in the SA standard as being framed within the country context.  
 
Issues addressed under Principle 3 that also have relevance to local communities as defined for the South African context are addressed through the inclusion of indicators under 
relevant criteria under Principle 1 and Principle 2. For this reason no additional indicators are required under Principle 3.       
 
Definition 1: Indigenous Peoples – “The existing descendants of the peoples who inhabited the present territory of a country wholly or partially at the time when persons of a different 
culture or ethnic origin arrived there from other parts of the World, overcame them and, by conquest, settlement, or other means reduced them to a non-dominant or colonial 
situation; who today live more in conformity with their particular social, economic and cultural customs and traditions than with the institutions of the country of which they are now 
part, under State structure which incorporates mainly the national, social and cultural characteristics of other segments of the population which is predominant” (Working definition 
adopted by the UN Working Group on Indigenous Peoples) 
  
Definition 2: Local Communities – Coherent social group of persons with interests or rights in a particular area of land; local community is a geographically defined community of 
place, a group of people living close to each other and around the FMU who are directly affected by the FMU’s activities.  
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FSC Principle 4: Community relations and worker's rights 

 
Forest management operations shall maintain or enhance the long-term social and economic well-being of forest workers and local communities 

 
Criterion 4.1 The communities within, or adjacent to, the forest management area should be given opportunities for employment, training, and other services  
 

 

Indicator 4.1.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Demonstrable efforts shall be made to employ, and/or if 
necessary provide training, for workers from local communities 
before workers are sought from further afield. Ok  

Evidence that an appropriate definition for 
“local” developed and applied for the 
recruitment of workers and contractors for the 
FMU. 
Percentage of workforce recruited from local 
communities.  
Inventory of support and/or training provided to 
local people and BEE enterprises to enable 
them to compete for contracts. 

Each FMU needs to develop a justifiable definition of local 
that is appropriate to the location and reflects prevailing 
social, economic and environmental context.  
FMU then applies this definition to demonstrate compliance 
with standards. 
Criteria for developing justifiable definition for local should 
include the following as a minimum: 
- Distance to nearest community where job seekers are 
located 
- Presence of necessary skills among job seekers 
Additional criteria for defining local may be identified and 
applied by each FMU. 

 

Indicator 4.1.2  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Local BEE enterprises should be given preference for contracts 
awarded. Ok  
 
 

Evidence of attempts to provide opportunities 
for local BEE contractors. 
Manager can verbally report on  number of 
contracts. 

  

Indicator 4.1.3 Verifiers Guidance notes  

The FMU manager shall consult with representatives of the 
local community in order to identify areas in which it can support 
local enterprises, without interfering with its own management 
objectives. Ok  

Interviews with representatives from local 
communities. 
Interviews with forest managers. 
Records of stakeholder consultation. 
Opportunities for employment awarded to local 
enterprises.  
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Indicator 4.1.4  Verifiers Guidance notes  

For Large Enterprises only: 
The forest management enterprise shall provide support to the 
local community commensurate with its size, profitability and its 
relative importance to the local community (e.g. investment in 
community infrastructure; local access to its own clinics, nursery 
schools or recreational facilities). Ok  

Evidence of calculations of Forestry Charter 
requirements for scale of investment (for non-
exempt enterprises). 
Evidence of financial or non-financial support 
provided. 
Record of requests received for support from 
local communities. 
Record of support provided to local 
communities 
Review FMU guidelines on what qualifies as 
social investment. 

  
 

 

                    Indicator 4.1.5 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Wages and working conditions shall comply with the forestry 
sectoral determination and industry norms Ok  

Review internal system to ensure contractor 
compliance with all aspects and requirements 
of the forestry sectoral determination.   
Records of wage and rates paid, including 
contractors workers. 
Interviews with managers to check monitoring 
of contractors. 
Interviews with contractors, workers and labour 
union representatives. 
Review sample of contracts, pay slips and any 
other documentation. 

Remuneration and employment conditions of workers and 
contractor are compliant with Basic Conditions of 
Employment Act (No. 75 of 1997): Sectoral Determination 
12: Forestry Sector. 
 

 

Criterion 4.2 Forest management should meet or exceed all applicable laws and regulations covering health and 
safety of employees, their families and contractors Ok  

  

Indicator 4.2.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Forest managers have identified the risks to safety and health of 
forest workers and contractors who reside on the FMU.  Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
Forest managers shall systematically assess the risk associated 

No evidence of substantial non-compliance with 
national laws and regulations. For example: 
 
Compliance with Occupational Health and 

Safety Act (No. 85 of 1993) as amended by the 

The health and safety risk assessment forms the basis for 
managing a responsible safety programme.  Evidence is 
required that the risk assessments fairly reflect the nature 
of forest operations implemented by the enterprise. 
In terms of the OHSA, the FMU needs to show it has:  
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with all tasks and equipment and prescribed and documented 
key responsibilities, safe procedures, the use of personal 
protective equipment, and emergency procedures as 
appropriate ok . 

Occupational Health and Safety Amendment 
Act, (No. 181 of 1993); 
Compliance with ILO Safety and Health in 
Forestry Work guidelines;  
Compliance with the Basic Conditions of 
Employment Ac.t  
Evidence can be provided in an interview with 
FMU manager to assess if health and safety 
management practices and regulations 
contained within the  BCEA are being 
implemented. 

- well maintained and safe plants and machinery;  
- use of protective equipment;  
- provided  training and supervision to ensure health and 
safety;  
- enforced measures for health and safety;  
- ensured supervision of work and use of  machinery;   
- appointed a health and safety representative where 
required. 
 
 

Indicator 4.2.2 Verifiers Guidance  

Safety and health requirements shall be taken into account in 
the planning, organization and supervision of operations. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
Based on the risk assessment (indicator 4.2.1), management 
procedures and practices shall be implemented to promote safe 
working conditions for workers and contractors, and to reduce 
the incidence of occupational illness or injury. Ok  
 

Health and safety plan evident.  
Health and Safety Representatives appointed 
and active. 
Minutes of safety committee (if > 3 health and 
safety reps) meeting, records of incidents and 
action taken.  
Interviews with safety representatives to assess 
awareness of their roles 
 and responsibilities. 
Interview with foresters, supervisors and 
contractors to assess awareness and 
understanding of occupational risks and 
hazards to all workers. 
Interview with workers and contracted workers 
to assess awareness of risks and hazards 
associated with their work activities and 
qualification to undertake tasks assigned. 
 

Compliance with ILO Safety and Health in Forestry Work 
guidelines. 
Occupational Health and Safety Act (No. 85 of 1993) as 
amended by the Occupational Health and Safety 
Amendment Act, (No. 181 of 1993). 
Basic Conditions of Employment Act (75 of 1997). 
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Indicator 4.2.3 Verifiers Guidance notes  

All workers and contractors shall have had relevant training in 
safe working practice and where required or appropriate hold 
the necessary skills certificates. Ok  

Evidence that all workers and contractors are 
appropriately trained and have valid certificates 
and licenses where required by law. 
Field visits. 
Training records. 
Interviews with management and workers. 
 

Compliance with ILO Safety and Health in Forestry Work 
guidelines. 
Basic Conditions of Employment Act (75 of 1997). 
Occupational Health and Safety Act (85 of 1993) as 
amended by the Occupational Health and Safety 
Amendment Act (81 of 1993). 
 

 

Indicator 4.2.4  Verifiers Guidance notes  

All tools, machines, and equipment, including personal 
protective equipment (PPE), shall be in safe and serviceable 
condition. Ok  
 
 Indicator 4.2.x Workers shall be prohibited from working without 
PPE that has been provided.  Ok  

All workers are issued with and use personal 
protective equipment (PPE) as required for their 
tasks and responsibilities. 
PPE issue register. 
Transport services for workers and contractor 
workers conform to legislation. 

Basic Conditions of Employment Act (75 of 1997). 
Occupational Health and Safety Act (85 of 1993) as 
amended by the Occupational Health and Safety Act (81 of 
1993). 
ILO Safety and Health in Forestry Work Guidelines.  
National Road Traffic Regulations (93/1996 Regulation 
247). 

 

Indicator 4.2.5 Verifiers Guidance notes  

An effective first aid program shall be in place, including worker 
training in basic first aid and the provision of readily accessible 
first aid kits with up to date supplies. Ok  

First aid kits at field operations 
First aid certificates 
Appointment of first aiders 
Interviews with first aiders. 

With more than five employees at a workplace, a first aid 
box or boxes shall be provided, which shall be accessible 
for the treatment of injured persons. 
With more than 10 employees at a workplace, at least one 
person who is in possession of a valid certificate of 
competency in first aid must be readily available during 
normal working hours, for every group of up to 50 
employees. 
The certificate of first aid competency must be issued by 
an organization listed in the Occupational Health and 
Safety Act, as amended. 

 

Indicator 4.2.6 Verifiers Guidance notes  

All full-time workers and casual workers that qualify with 
Workers Compensation Fund shall be registered as required by 

Records documenting that all casual and full-
time workers have been registered. 

Compensation of for Occupational Injuries and Diseases 
Act (130 of 1993) 
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law Ok  

Indicator 4.2.7 Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall maintain accurate and up-to-date health 
and safety records (including risk evaluations and accident 
records), and has taken appropriate measures to avoid 
repetition of any accidents that have occurred. Ok  

Review of records and reports submitted to 
Department of Labour on injuries to workers in 
duty 

All injuries to workers on duty are recorded and reported in 
compliance with the Compensation of Occupational Injuries 
and Diseases Act (130 of 1993) 

 

Indicator 4.2.8 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Where worker accommodation is provided, conditions for 
accommodation shall be commensurate with that specified in 
the SANS standard and the ILO Code of Practice on Safety and 
Health in Forestry Ok  

Site inspection of condition of accommodation 
facilities 
Review work schedule and budget provisions 
for maintenance operations. 
Provision of basic water, sanitation and waste 
removal services to workers and contract 
workers living in housing provided by workers 
themselves on the FMU  
Results of drinking water quality of not from a 
municipal water supply 
 

Consideration should be given to cultural traditions in the 
design and type of facilities provided. See also UN 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
Quality of drinking water should be monitored (unless it is 
municipal water). 
South African Bureau of Standards SANS 10400 
ILO Code of Practice on Safety and Health in Forestry 
See also Environmental Guidelines for Commercial 
Forestry Plantations in South Africa (Aug 2002) on Village 
Management. 

 

Indicator 4.2.9                    Verifiers  Guidance notes  

Where workers and /or contractors are provided with meals, 
these meals must be of a sufficient nutritional quality to allow for 
adequate   energy needs commensurate with the work 
demands.  Ok  

Inspection of menus    

                    Indicator 4.210 Verifiers Guidance  

The enterprise shall promote nutritional security among 
workers. Contract workers and their families on the FMU Ok  

Records of awareness among workers and 
contract workers regarding the importance of 
nutritional security for health and safety  

Awareness programmes, ranging from toolbox talks to 
formal awareness programmes should be arranged to raise 
awareness among workers of what constitutes balanced 
and sustaining meals to meet the energy requirements 
faced by forestry workers undertaking intense and heavy 
manual labour. 

 

Indicator 4.2.11 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Access, for all workers  and contractors workers and their Interviews with workers on access and   
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families living on the FMU, shall be provided to public medical 
facilities if medical care is not available on the FMU Ok  

provision of health care. 
Review accident and health response plan to 
provide access to health services on or off the 
FMU 
Record of workers’ requests for assistance and 
response provided. 
Interviews with workers on access and 
provision of health care. 
Evidence of procedures on the provision of 
transport to assist transport of the ill or injured 
to access health care. 

Indicator 4.2.12 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Workers over the age of 15 and under the age of 18 years shall 
only be appointed to positions that comply with the law. Ok  

Employee register with identity numbers for all 
workers to confirm that no children under the 
age of 15 years are employed 
Evidence that no hazardous duties are 
allocated to workers under the age of 18 years  
Sample interviews with employees 
 

A forestry worker who is under the age of 18 years (and 
over the age of 15 years) may not: 
Work more than a 35 hour week 
Work after 18:00 and before 06:00 the following day 
Work with agro-chemicals 
Perform hazardous work  

See Basic  Conditions of Employment Act (75 of 1997), as 
amended 

 

Indicator 4.2 13 Verifiers Guidance  

For Large Enterprises only: 
Implementation of an awareness programme (appropriate to 
number of workers) to prevent and control the infection of 
workers, contract workers, and their families living on the FMU 
against chronic illnesses and diseases prevalent in the area as 
well as disability Ok  

Interview with FMU manager can be 
undertaken to review awareness programmes 
provided 
An HIV Aids awareness programme is 
implemented on the FMU including informing 
workers of where to access testing and 
counselling services. 
 

Code of Good Practice on HIV/Aids requires that the 
following are adhered to: 
- promotion of a non-discriminatory work environment;  
- employees with HIV/AIDS are not dismissed solely on the 
basis of their HIV/AIDS status;   
- where employees are too ill to perform their current work, 
guidelines regarding dismissal for incapacity are followed;  
- an impact assessments of HIV/AIDS in the workplace and 
is performed and appropriate strategies to understand, 
assess and respond developed; and 
 - co-operation with sectoral, local, provincial and national 
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initiatives by government, civil society and non-
governmental organizations is initiated 

FSC Criterion 4.3   

Rights of workers to organise and voluntarily negotiate with their employer shall be granted as 
outlined in Conventions 87 and 98 of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) Ok  

  

Indicator 4.3.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Workers are free to organise and join trade unions of their 
choice without fear of intimidation or reprisal. Ok  

Interviews with union members and workers 
No infringement of workers’ freedom of 
association, and rights to organise and to 
bargain collectively as prescribed in law.  

Check that labour unions are included on the stakeholder’s 
list (see 4.4.3). 
Labour Relations Act (Act 66 of 1995), as amended. 
Basic Conditions of Employment Act (75 of 1997), as 
amended 
ILO Conventions 87 and 98 

 

Indicator 4.3.2 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Workers are free to organise and bargain collectively, as 
permitted in terms of SA labour law Ok  

Interviews with Forest Managers, workers and 
labour union representatives 

Labour Relations Act (66 of 1995). 
 International Labour Organisation convention 98. 
Convention concerning the Application of the Principles of 
the Right to Organise and to Bargain Collectively. 
 

 

Indictor 4.3.31 Verifiers Guidance notes  

There is an effective mechanism in place to provide information 
to, and enable the participation of workers in decision-making 
where this directly affects their working terms and conditions. 
Ok  

Interviews with Forest Managers, workers and 
labour union representatives. 
 Interviews with workers can be undertaken to 
review negotiated changes in working 
conditions 
 

International Labour Organisation Convention 98 
Convention concerning the Application of the Principles of 
the Right to Organise and Bargain Collectively 

 

Criterion 4.4 Management planning and operations shall incorporate the results of evaluations of social impact. 
Consultations shall be maintained   (both men and women)  with people and groups directly affected by management 
operations 

  

Indicator 4.4.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall identify and document the potential social 
impacts resulting from its operations, in consultation with the 
affected parties. Ok  

Description of process used to assess social 
impacts and consultation with local 
stakeholders  

The purpose of assessing social impacts is to support and 
inform socio-culturally sustainable and equitable forestry. 
By identifying social issues and impacts in advance, 
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For Large Enterprises only: 
The enterprise shall implement a formal, documented 'social 
management system' to seek the views of employees, members 
of local communities and other parties directly affected by 
management operations about the impacts of those operations, 
and actions that the forest enterprise could take to avoid or 
reduce such impacts. Ok  

Evidence of meaningful consultation  with 
relevant stakeholders 
Record of social impacts identified through 
consultation with relevant stakeholders 
Records of procedures and practices agreed to 
with relevant stakeholders to prevent, mitigate 
and compensate for impacts 
Evidence of responses to requests an 
complaints from local stakeholders and directly 
affected people  
Evidence of the identification and mitigation of 
and negative impacts where plantations are 
converted to non-forest land use. 

strategies for monitoring and managing those impacts 
(both positive and negative) can be developed.  
Compliance with this indicator could be achieved by 
demonstrating that, through access to the publically 
available component of the management and monitoring 
plans, awareness has been created with stakeholders of 
the forestry operations. 
Stakeholders are then given the opportunity through the 
active stakeholder consultation process to raise concerns 
or impacts relating to the forestry operations on the FMU. 
The forest manager is then responsible for assessing and 
evaluating these impacts and incorporating appropriate 
management or mitigating practices to address them. 

Indicator 4.4.2 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Up to date list of stakeholder names and contact details is 
maintained Ok  

Stakeholder list   

Indicator 4.4.3  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall maintain regular and on-going consultation 
with affected parties in order to identify social impacts and the 
potential to avoid or reduce such impacts on an on-going basis. 
Ok  

Evidence that stakeholder consultation 
procedure undertaken at least every 5 yearly 
certification cycle with annual updates. 
Evidence that relevant stakeholders have been 
made aware of channels of communication for 
grievances or queries relating to forestry 
operations on the FMU. 
Evidence that relevant stakeholders are 
engaged in response to grievances raised. 
Evidence that stakeholder issues have been 
considered and incorporated into operations. 

  

Indicator 4.4.4 Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall demonstrate how it has incorporated the 
results of its evaluation of social impacts into its management 

Evidence that issues raised by stakeholders are 
treated constructively and objectively. 
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planning and operations Ok  
 
. For Large Enterprises only: 
Communications with stakeholders on issues that require action 
and follow-up shall be documented. Ok  

 Records of communication with stakeholders. 
 

Criterion 4.5 Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed for resolving grievances and for providing fair 
compensation in the case of losses or damage affecting the legal or customary rights, property resources or 
livelihoods of local people. Measures shall be undertaken to avoid such loss or damage. 
 

  

Indicator 4.5.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

There shall be a procedure for the resolution of disputes or 
grievances raised in relation to the activities of the forest 
enterprise. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
The procedure shall be documented Ok  

Documented procedure   

Indicator 4.5.2  Verifiers Guidance  

Communities are aware of their rights to raise grievances 
relating to current operations on FMU. Ok  

Interview with FMU manager and sample of 
relevant community members  

  

Indicator 4.5.3  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Where grievances are raised they shall be responded to 
promptly and fairly. Ok  

Records 
Interviews with relevant stakeholders 

  

Indicator 4.5.4  Verifiers Guidance notes  

In the event of any unresolved dispute the enterprise shall show 
that it has followed (or is following) its dispute resolution 
process in a good faith effort to resolve the dispute. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
An employee shall be appointed with responsibility to review 
and attempt to resolve any grievances raised in relation to the 
forest enterprise, in accordance with the documented 

Records 
Interviews with relevant stakeholders 
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procedure. Ok  

Indicator 4.5.5 Verifiers Guidance notes  

The forest enterprise shall maintain a complete and up-to-date 
record, including associated documentation, relating to any 
grievances against the enterprise, and the action taken to 
resolve any such grievances. Ok  

Records   

                    Indicator 4.5.6 Verifier Guidance notes  

Fair compensation shall be offered in the case of any loss or 
damage caused by the forest enterprise and affecting the legal 
or customary rights, property, resources or livelihoods of 
identified local communities Ok  

Records 
Interviews with local communities 

  

FSC Principle 5: Benefits from the forest  

Forest management operations shall encourage the efficient use of the forest’s multiple products and services to ensure economic viability and a wide range of environmental and 
social benefits. 

Criterion 5.1. Forest management should strive towards economic viability, while taking into account the full environmental, social, and operational costs of production, and 
ensuring the investments necessary to maintain the ecological productivity of the forest.  Ok  

 

Indicator 5.1.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

There shall be a budget showing the expected costs, 
expenditure and revenues for the forest management enterprise 
for at least the current financial year. Ok  

Interview with FMU manager can be 
undertaken to assess budgeting and 
expenditure for environmental and social 
commitments 

  

Indicator 5.1.2  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The budget shall include costs and expenditure for all significant 
activities and necessary investments (including the cost of 
meeting all social and environmental commitments) identified or 
implied in the forest management plan and associated policies 
and planning documentation. Ok  

Record of annual budgets and expenditure on 
environmental obligations. 
Interviews with relevant stakeholders 

Financial statements reflecting spend on social and 
environmental activities. 

 

Indicator 5.1.3  Verifiers Guidance notes  
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If the budget shows a deficit for the year, the forest manager 
shall demonstrate how the shortfall will be covered whilst 
ensuring that the management plan is implemented in the long 
term. Ok  

Record of annual budgets and expenditure on 
environmental obligations. 
Interviews with relevant managers 

  

Criterion 5.2 Forest management and marketing operations should encourage the optimal use and loca l processing of the forest’s diversity of products  

Note:  In the South African context, most plantation operations are focussed on the production of single products.  The focus  of this criterion is on promoting the sustainable utilization 
of the full range of timber and non-timber products available on the plantation.  In many instances the products from the plantations are specifically grown for one or more processing 
plants that are owned by the forest enterprise.  Enterprise objectives and economies of scale typically limit the processing of the primary plantation products to centralised processing 
facilities such as large pulp and paper mills.  These processing facilities require a very large procurement area invariably extending beyond that of the local area. 

Indicator 5.2.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Forestry management  shall may invest in the diversification of 
timber and non-timber products where this economically 
feasible and environmentally sustainable. Ok  

Interviews with managers and contractors. 
List of products available from the FMU. 
Sales contracts. 
Awareness activities to publicise opportunities 
for use of forestry resources from FMU.  
 

The diversification of the for the operations core business 
may not always be feasible, however consideration should 
be given to opening access to the diversity of forest 
products that are not used by the core business to others 
in order to maximise sustainable benefits from the FMU. 
Evidence of how availability of awareness of opportunities 
was raised includes passing information via word of mouth, 
notices to neighbours, agendas of liaison meetings with 
stakeholders, publicity campaigns. 

 

Indicator 5.2.2  Verifiers Guidance notes  

For Large Enterprises only: 
Where possible tThe owner/ manager shall may promote the 
development of markets for and sustainable harvesting of 
common, lesser known non-timber forest products and/or forest 
services. Ok  

Interviews with managers. 
 

  

Criterion 5.3: Forest management should minimise waste associated with harvesting and on-site processing operations and avoid damage to other forest resources.  

Note:  Damage to other forest resources is covered in criteria 6.3, 6.4 and 6.5. 

Indicator 5.3.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  
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Harvesting techniques shall be designed to avoid log breakage, 
timber degrade and damage to the forest stand. Ok  

Field observations Harvesting techniques are justified in 7.1 and where the 
correct harvesting technique is applied inappropriately in 
operations, a CAR can be raised against this clause. 

 

Indicator 5.3.2 Verifiers Guidance notes  

There  shall be is no evidence of wastage of marketable forest 
products during harvesting and transport operations. Ok  

Field inspection of harvesting operations 
Evidence of waste minimisation practices.  
Field inspection where materials are being/have 
been utilised. 
Where possible, evidence of contracts with 
entrepreneurs to use forest residue, where 
appropriate. 

In the South African context this Criterion relates to the 
wastage of marketable material that is left in-field after 
harvesting, or at an on-site processing operation such as a 
sawmill. In some cases marketing the residue is not part of 
the core business of the FMU operations. However there 
may be other entrepreneurs that could make use of this 
marketable material (e.g. off cuts from sawmill) if the 
opportunity was provided to them to utilise forest residue. 
These opportunities should be considered where they do 
not conflict with the core business operations of the FMU. – 
see 5.4.2 

 

Indicator 5.3.4  Verifiers Guidance   

Wood residues from on-site processing shall be minimised and 
managed in an environmentally responsible manner. Ok  
 

Field inspection: Processing facilities This indicator refers to both residues from processing on 
landings as well as mobile sawmills and charcoal plants. 

 

Criterion 5.4 Forest management should strive to strengthen and diversify the local economy, avoiding dependence on a single forest product  

Note: Many plantations in South Africa are specifically designed to produce a single product for a company-owned processing plant. The focus on a single product facilitates 
economies of scale that are vital to the economic feasibilities of these enterprises.  Where it is feasible to produce secondary products without negatively impacting on the production 
of the primary product, this should be done – which is covered under Indicator 5.2.1. 

Indicator 5.4.1 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Viable options for trade in secondary forest products should be 
investigated and implemented. Ok  

Interviews with managers and investigations of 
local markets. 

  

Indicator 5.4.2 Verifiers Guidance notes  
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The enterprise should allow local entrepreneurs to have access 
to the forest, and to harvest forest products for their own or local 
commercial use, where this does not interfere with the social, 
financial or ecological objectives of management. Ok  

Interviews with Forest Managers and 
consultation with local communities. 
Evidence of NTFP sales or licenses or permits 
issued. 

  

Indicator 5.4.3 Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise my shall provide recreational activities for 
stakeholders  where opportunities exist. 

Register of outdoor recreation activities (e.g. 
hiking, cycling and bird watching) 
Control and management of recreational 
activities 
Interviews with potential users 
Field visit: Recreational areas 

  

NOTES: 
 
 

Criterion 5.5 Forest management operations shall recognise, maintain and, where appropriate, enhance the value of forest services and resources such as watersheds and 
fisheries. 
 

 

Note:  In the commercial plantation context, it is well recognized that a number of services (e.g. biodiversity maintenance, water quant ity) are negatively affected with the afforestation 
of typically non-forest eco systems.  Despite these impacts, the opportunity exists to decrease these impacts as far as practicable  through appropriate management of unplanted and 
commercial plantation areas. This is addressed primarily through the implementation of best management practices as outlined in other sections of the standard. This section 
therefore acts primarily as a reference point to indicate how this criterion has been addressed  through other indicators and verifiers.    

Indicator 5.5.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  
 

The enterprise shall identify and map the range of relevant 
forest services and resources where relevant in the forest 
management plan (or equivalent documentation). Ok  
  
For Large Enterprises only: 
The management plan shall include a qualitative and/or 
quantitative evaluation of the value of such resources, 
accompanied by maps if appropriate. Ok  

Management plan While criteria 5.2 and 5.4 deals with products, 5.5 deals 
with relevant forest services, such as hunting, fishing, 
hiking, cycling  bird watching and includes catchment 
management areas, upstream and downstream 
commercial and recreational fisheries, landscape quality, 
and the forest's contribution to regional biodiversity, 
recreation and tourism. 

 

Indicator 5.5.2 Verifiers Guidance notes  
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The enterprise shall protect soils and prevent erosion and 
maintain or enhance the physical, chemical and biological 
properties of the soil using appropriate means Ok  

Evidence of implementation of erosion control 
measures (6.5.1) 
Evidence of identification and management of 
sensitive soils (10.6.6.1) 
Evidence of actions to minimize erosion during 
soil preparation (10.6.2) 
Evidence that removal of organic matter is 
controlled to reduce impacts on soil fertility 
(10.6.3) 
 

Site inspections for evidence of actions to minimize 
impacts on soil resources during harvesting. 
Site inspections for evidence of erosion and sediment 
control during road construction, upgrading and 
maintenance  
 
 

 

Indicator 5.5.3 Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall demonstrate measures to maintain the 
stocks of carbon storage potential in the FMU.  Ok  

Documentation to demonstrate that rates of 
timber harvesting are within sustainable limits 
(5.6.2) 
Evidence of measures taken to rehabilitate 
degraded forest areas (6.3.2) 
Evidence of planned fire management  

Site inspections of any degraded forest areas  

                  Indicator 5.5.4 Verifier Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall comply with legislation to maintain water 
resources and services Ok  

Authorizations for all water use activities (6.1.4) 
In field evidence of application of delineation 
procedures for wetland and riverine areas using 
recognised guidelines (6.3.4) 
In field evidence of protection of water 
resources (6.5.5)   

Plantations typically use more water than the natural 
vegetation they replaced, resulting in a reduction in stream 
flow. Such afforestation, or stream-flow reduction activity, 
is controlled through legislation aimed at ensuring an 
equitable allocation of water use for all users in the 
catchment 

 

                  Indicator 5.5.5 Verifier Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall maintain and manage natural habitats and 
associated biodiversity values  Ok  

Evidence of safeguards implemented to protect 
threatened and protected species (6.2) 
Evidence that ecological functions have been 
maintained (6.3)  
Evidence that representative samples of 
existing habitats (ecosystems) are managed 
and protected (6.4)  

Permanently unplanted areas are managed to maintain or 
improve natural ecological processes and safeguard 
biodiversity occurring within the FMU  
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Criterion 5.6 The rate of harvest of forest products shall not exceed levels, which can be permanently sustained.    

Indicator 5.6.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Sustainable harvest and thinning intensities and frequencies 
have been calculated for the FMU based on the most up-to-date 
available information and do not exceed calculated 
replenishment rates over the long term. Ok  

Age class distribution – expressed in area and 
volume (tonnage) 
Normal Annual Cut 
Allowable Annual Cut 
Harvest Scheduling Plan 
Forest Management Plan 

  

Indicator 5.6.2  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Data on forest growth, regeneration and volumes harvested and 
thinned shall be reported regularly and analysed in comparison 
with predicted volumes and growth data (data accuracy is 
appropriate to scale and intensity of management). Ok  
 

Age class distribution – expressed in area and 
volume (tonnage) 
Normal Annual Cut 
Allowable Annual Cut 
Harvest Scheduling Plan 
Forest Management Plan 

  

Indicator 5.6.3  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Harvested timber areas shall be re-established with a period of 
2 years since felling unless they are converted to some other 
land use as such agriculture or rehabilitation of natural 
ecosystems.  

Field inspections 
Examination of management plans 

Minimum of delay implies within a period of a few months, 
but is dependent on the prevailing planting conditions 
(rainfall in particular). 

 

Indicator 5.6.4  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The temporary unplanted (TUP) area is less than 1 divided by 
the rotation length (in years) multiplied by the planted area of 
the FMU. Ok  
 
 In the case where natural disasters have occurred that are 
larger than twice the normal annual cut expressed in hectares, 
evidence of the implementation of a structured programme to 
replant the area is demonstrated that minimises future fire risks. 
Ok  

Records of age class distribution – expressed 
in area and volume (tonnage) 
Record of Normal Annual Cut 
Records of Allowable Annual Cut 
Records of Harvest Scheduling Plan 

The TUP area is less than 1 divided by the rotation length 
(in years) multiplied by the planted area of the FMU. In the 
case where wild fires have occurred that are larger than 
twice the normal annual cut expressed in ha, evidence of 
the implementation of a structured programme to replant 
the area is demonstrated  
Example calculation: 
FMU area = 10 000 ha 
Average Rotation length = 8 years 
Maximum TUP area = 1/8 x 10 000 ha 
                                 = 0.125 x 10 000 
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                                 = 1 250 ha 

Indicator 5.6.5  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The commercial harvesting of NTFPs shall not exceed 
estimated replenishment rates over the long term.  Ok  

Register of NTFPs used  
Evidence of control system for NTFP use.  
Evidence of control measures to enforce control 
systems. 
Evidence of assessment system of scarcity or 
availability of harvested species to inform 
issuing of permits / licenses 

Mechanisms are implemented to manage and monitor 
commercial use of NTFPs.  Control measures are 
appropriate to the scale of the operation, intensity of use 
and importance / rarity of natural resources 
A precautionary approach is implemented where no 
information is available on sustainable yields 
For the non-commercial use of NTFPs by communities, 
refer to indicator 6.2.5 for control of the harvesting of such 
NTFPs. 
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FSC Principle 6: Environmental Impact 

. 
Forest management shall conserve biological diversity and its associated values, water resources, soils, and unique and fragi le ecosystems and landscapes, and, by so doing, 
maintain the ecological functions and the integrity of the forest. 

Note: The focus of this principle in the South African context is on conserving representative portions of biodiversity within the forestry landscape & ensuring that ecological 
functions and integrity of these ecosystems are maintained.  Conservation of biodiversity within planted compartments is not a primary objective, with these areas being managed 
to maximize economic returns.   

Criterion 6.1 Assessment of environmental impacts shall be completed - appropriate to the scale, intensity of forest management operations and the uniqueness of the affected 
resources - and adequately integrated into management systems.  Assessments shall include landscape level considerations as well as the impacts of on-site processing 
facilities.  Environmental impacts shall be assessed prior to commencement of site disturbing operations. Ok  

 

Note: In the South African context, requirements to undertake environmental impact assessments are required by law for a wide range of forestry activities.  Plantations are also 
regarded as “stream flow reduction activities” with additional legislation promulgated to ensure that impacts to water resources are limited.   The focus of this criterion is therefore 
aimed firstly at meeting the numerous regulations required in SA environmental laws.  Additional requirements for managing impacts that fall below the legal threshold for an 
environmental authorisation, have also been included to further limit impacts associated with a range of common site disturbing activities. 

Indicator 6.1.1 Verifiers Guidance notes  

For Large Enterprises only: 
There shall be a procedure to review and evaluate potential 
environmental impacts and to record the specific actions taken to 
mitigate the impacts identified. Ok  

EIA Procedure is contained in the enterprises 
organisational management system 

  

Indicator 6.1.2  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall document all environmental aspects and 
impacts associated with any operational activities. Ok  

Evidence that  aspects and impacts have been 
identified (see also 6.1.3) 

The NEMA has identified a list of activities for which an 
environmental authorisation is required.  

 

Indicator 6.1.3  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Site-specific assessments of the potential environmental impacts 
of a significant nature of all forest operations have been identified 
prior to commencement of site disturbing operations, in a manner 
appropriate to the scale of the operations and the sensitivity of 
the site.   Ok  

.  “Significant” activities shall include, but not be 
restricted to: 
The building of new roads or substantial 
rerouting of existing roads;  
Any form of flow restriction or river crossings in 

Consult Regulations of the National Environmental 
Management Act to determine whether the activity is 
listed and requires an environmental authorisation from 
the competent authority before the activity may 
commence. Provision is made for an extensive public 
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streams and rivers; 
New afforestation; 
Recreational activities and associated 
infrastructure 
Communication masts and associated 
infrastructure 
Power lines 
Water lines 
Transformation of natural vegetation; 
Erection of new fences; 
Use of natural areas and products for 
commercial gain or any other purpose; 
New and existing waste disposal sites; 
construction of permanent log depots,  
irrigated log decks,  
Sewage systems, quarries and other mining 
activities,   
mechanical land preparation. 
rehabilitation of wetland areas 
 

participation process. 
 
Note especially the following: 
Afforestation:  Recognised as a stream flow reduction 
activity in the National Water Act and requires a water 
use licence. 
 
Dams & Weirs: A water use licence is required from the 
Department of Water Affairs (DWA) for the construction 
of weirs and dams. Dams with a wall of >5m or of a 
capacity of >50 000 m3 of water also requires a safety 
permit from DWA. 
 
Sewage and Water Treatment plants: the installation and 
operation of such plants requires an environmental 
authorisation from DEA and a water use licence from 
DWA (for discharge of treated effluent into a water 
resource). 
 
Waste Disposal Sites: Waste/landfill sites may require a 
waste management licence from the DEA depending on 
the size and volume of waste stored. 

Indicator 6.1.4  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Site-specific assessments of the potential environmental impacts 
identified in 6.1.3 are carried out prior to commencement of site 
disturbing operations, in a manner appropriate to the scale of the 
operations and the sensitivity of the site.  Ok  

. 
 

The management plans and other relevant policies and 
procedures of the enterprise shall clearly identify the 
actions to be taken to mitigate or reduce the 
environmental impacts identified as a result of the 
assessments. 
Where such impacts have been identified as a listed 
activity under the NEMA Regulations, an independent 
assessment has been undertaken by an environmental 
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assessment practitioner (EAP) and authorisation for the 
commencement  of the activity has been obtained from 
the competent authority. 

Indicator 6.1.5  Verifiers Guidance notes  

The enterprise shall complete and document an assessment of 
the environmental impacts of any processing facilities within the 
FMU under assessment. Ok  

EIA required for any new processing facilities FSC-GUI-20-200 FSC Guidelines for Certification Bodies 
provides the guidance in relation to on-site processing 
facilities. 

 

                    Indicator 6.1.6 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Conditions specified in any environmental authorisation shall be 
complied with. Ok  
 
For Large enterprises only: 
Conditions specified in the environmental authorisation shall be 
integrated into the enterprises management system Ok  
 
6.1.x The enterprise shall complete and document an 
assessment of the environmental impacts of its management 
activities at the level of the landscape in which it is situated and 
includes the identification of ecosystems found within the 
landscape (required for 6.4. compliance). 

 
6.1.y The assessments of impacts referred to in Indicator 6.1.3 
and 6.1.5 shall explicitly consider potential impacts on any High 
Conservation Values identified within the FMU.  
 
6.1.z The management plans and other relevant policies and 

procedures of the enterprise shall clearly identify the actions to 
be taken to mitigate or reduce the environmental impacts 
identified as a result of the assessments.  
 

 
 

Field  visits to view compliance conditions 
 
 
 
Ensure that conditions are included in the 
management system 

Environmental authorisations contain conditions that are 
legally binding. Such conditions can include a planting 
plan for new afforestation; the construction of erosion 
control structures; fire management plans; and others 
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Criterion 6.2  
Safeguards shall exist which protect rare, threatened and endangered species and their habitats (e.g. nesting and feeding areas). Conservation zones and protection areas shall 
be established, appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management and the uniqueness of the affected resources. Inappropriate hunting, fishing, trapping and collecting 
shall be controlled. Ok  

 

Note:  RTEs in the South African context is defined as threatened or protected species (ToPs), since this is the term used in SA legislation. This terminology is thus used in this 
standard. All international RTEs are listed in SA threatened and protected species regulations. Given the large numbers of listed threatened and protected species in South Africa, 
the identification of all ToPs of all taxa on a forestry estate is almost impossible apart from being extremely costly. In addition, many species are highly mobile and may periodically 
use an available habitat for one of its life cycle stages or one of its activities (nesting, resting or feeding) Therefore, the emphasis should be on identifying and conserving habitat 
that is likely to be used by threatened species.  To identify these key habitats, use can be made of the presence of indicator species and other measures of habitat intactness.  The 
plantation manager is expected to know if the high profile species listed in the guidance are present on the estate in order to participate in species directed conservation 
programmes e.g. Oribi working group, Blue Swallow working group, Crane foundation, Cape Parrot Working Group   

Indicator 6.2.1  Verifiers Guidance notes  

There shall be an up to date list of any threatened or protected 
species that are present or are likely to be present within the FMU 
appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management and 
the uniqueness of the affected resources. Priority species 
occurring on the estate are identified.   Ok  
 

List of threatened or protected species as 
regulated under NEMA: Biodiversity Act 
  
Evidence of verification activities to confirm 
presence of species included in species-directed 
conservation programs on FMU. 
Evidence of correspondence with conservation 
authorities to identify priority species is available. 
Plan to verify occurrence of priority species if not 
yet identified. 
 

Note: Priority species are those which are included in 
species directed conservation programmes (see for 
example www.ewt.org.za)  
As a minimum the presence of priority species such as 
blue swallow, all crane species, ground hornbill, bald 
ibis, Cape parrot ,oribi, yellow breasted pipit, birds of 
prey ,Hilton daisy and key medicinal plants such as 
Scilla natalensis and Eucomis autumnalis  should be 
established.. 
The enterprise shall maintain a list of the priority 
species that need to be identified on forestry estates.    
 
 

 

Indicator 6.2.2 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Where threatened or protected species as are known to occur, 
management prescriptions shall be defined and included in 
management plans.Ok  

Field visits to examine conservation zones. 
Maps showing the location of conservation 
zones. 
Group management system must contain 
guidance on how conservation zones are 
identified.  
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Indicator 6.2.3  Verifiers Guidance notes  

Where threatened or protected species as are known to occur, 
plans and prescriptions shall be implemented to safeguard such 
species and their habitats. Ok  

Guidance on management practices provided by 
group manager. 

These conservation zones correspond to the 
representative ecosystems mentioned in 6.4 

 

Indicator 6.2.4 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Conservation zones within which the conservation of biodiversity 
is the primary objective of management shall have been identified 
and marked on maps. ok  

Field visits to inspect management of 
conservation zones  
Management plans and maps 

  

 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Hunting, fishing, trapping and collecting on the FMU that may 
threaten ToPs and their habitats shall be controlled.  Ok  
 

Permits/licenses and authorizations 
Interviews with management 
Field visits 

Formally protected areas established on the FMU under 
the Protected Areas Act or the NEMA Biodiversity Act 
are monitored annually. 
Where communities collect NTFPs on an FMU, ensure 
that ToP species are not threatened by such collection.   

 

                    Indicator 6.2.6 Verifiers Guidance notes  

Control of Damage Causing Animals that threaten the economic 
viability of the enterprise through impacts on the planted trees 
(bark stripping, browsing and ring barking) shall be controlled  in 
terms of existing legislation or protocols Ok  

Examination of any licences/permits 
authorizations 
Site visits to damaged compartments 
Evidence of implementation of humane and cost 
effective options 
In the case of baboon damage there is evidence 
of the application of the Baboon Damage 
Protocol 

See www.bdwg.co.za  

Criterion 6.3 Ecological functions and values shall be maintained intact, enhanced, or restored, including:  
Forest regeneration and succession. 
Genetic, species and ecosystem diversity. 
Natural cycles that affect the productivity of the forest ecosystem. Ok  

 

Note: In the South African context, the primary objective of plantation estates is the production of forest products for economic benefit.  In order to safeguard this asset, some 
management activities (e.g. firebreak preparation) are designed primarily for the protection of commercial areas rather than maintaining biodiversity in adjoining natural areas.  The 
focus of this criterion is therefore aimed at promoting biodiversity conservation in unplanted areas within reasonable constraints posed by plantation management. Indicators under 
this criterion are designed to cater for the full range of ecosystems occurring on plantation estates and in so doing, to ensure that appropriate intervention and safeguards are 
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implemented to maintain or enhance the full range of ecological functions and values provided by these systems. 
  The mention of conservation zones is avoided because that is dealt with in 6.2. 

Indicator 6.3.1  Verifiers Guidance  

A fire management plan for natural ecosystems shall be guided 
by the best available knowledge in order to find a balance 
between forest plantation protection and biodiversity 
conservation. Ok  

Field visits 
Review of burning policies and /or plans 

  

Indicator 6.3.2  Verifiers Guidance  

Forest managers shall maintain (and where required, enhance or 
restore) the natural processes and functional values of riparian 
zones, wetlands and other natural ecosystems. Ok  

Evidence of implementation approved wetland 
delineation procedures 
Evidence of implemented programme to 
remove commercial species from wetlands and 
riparian areas   
Interview with forest managers to assess 
knowledge of approved wetland delineation 
procedure 
Evidence that plantations that do not comply 
with the delineation guidelines were established 
before 2000  
Review maps and supporting documentation  
Evidence of rehabilitation plans for wetlands 
affected by drainage and/or erosion 
Site visit: Compartments established or re-
establishment alongside wetlands and 
watercourses comply in practice with the 
wetland delineation requirements, or as 
specified in a water use licence. 
Site visit: Rehabilitation of wetland areas 
follows specified plans and any legal 
requirements. 

Prior to 1972, no authorization was required for the 
establishment of forestry plantations, which led to the 
afforestation of many wetlands and riparian areas.  A 
forestry permit system was then established in 1972 to 
regulate new afforestation.  At this point, requirements for 
planting away from streams was introduced but on an 
inconsistent basis.  Stricter requirements began to be 
included after the Conservation of Agricultural Resources 
Act was passed in 1983 with additional restrictions placed 
on afforestation within wetland areas. 
With a growing awareness of the importance of wetlands 
and impacts of forestry activities on water resources, the 
forestry industry began developing procedures for 
riparian delineation prior to 1998. Draft guidelines were 
developed and became entrenched in forestry best 
practice by 2000 when an agreement was signed 
between DWAF and a number of large forestry 
companies to clear riparian zones.  This was entrenched 
in the FSA environmental guidelines (FSA, 2002) and 
continued to be implemented through 2005 when the 
document, “A practical field procedure for identification 
and delineation of wetlands and riparian areas” was 
finally formally published by DWAF.  This guideline helps 
users delineate wetlands and riparian areas and states 

 



© 2009 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.  All rights reserved. 

 

FSC-NATIONAL STANDARD FOR FOREST STEWARDSHIP. 
– 35 of 80 – 

that the minimum buffer between the outer edge of the 
temporary zone of a wetland or outer boundary of a 
riparian zone would normally be 20m in the case of 
forestry.   
It is important to note that there are some areas in the 
country where DWAF’s delineation guidelines cannot be 
strictly applied (E.g. Zululand coastal plain).  In such 
areas best practices developed in the particular area 
should be followed. 
A system of “give and take” is considered acceptable 
when withdrawing existing plantations from the 
designated 20 m buffer areas.  
A buffer zone of 30m (approximately one tree length) 
should be maintained around cliffs or significant rocky 
outcrops which are larger than 0.25 ha. 
Where the indigenous forest invades the buffer zone, 
maintain the plantation boundary as demarcated. Should 
there be potential for damage of the forest edge, then the 
buffer must be increased in size. 

                     Indicator 6.3.3 Verifiers Guidance  

Permanently unplanted area and natural areas are mapped and 
classified into broad vegetation types 

Classification system for natural vegetation 
Maps/aerial photographs showing natural areas 
High conservation Value Forests are identified, 
if present 

  

                    Indicator 6.3.4 Verifiers Guidance  

Forest management Enterprise shall Identification Identify and 
rehabilitate ation of degraded natural areas Ok  

Rehabilitation plans in place 
Evidence of rehabilitation activities 

  

                    Indicator 6.3.5 Verifiers Guidance  

Ecological networks shall exist to provide habitats and corridors 
for biodiversity conservation and provision of ecosystem services. 
Ok   

Corridors for the maintenance of biodiversity 
are identified. 
Examine maps 
Field inspections 

Evidence of management plan implementation that 
considers ecosystem functions and habitat quality 
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Indicator 6.3.6 Verifiers Guidance  

Grazing by livestock and wildlife populations shall be managed to 
prevent degradation of the natural habitat  Ok  
 

Interview with FMU manager to assess 
understanding of grazing pressures and 
management requirements 
Evidence of steps taken to manage instances 
of high grazing pressure 

This standard only applies to FMUs with natural habitats 
that are subject to high grazing pressure where 
uncontrolled grazing could lead to degradation of natural 
habitats.  Where grazing pressure is high, the following 
issues should be considered: 
Carrying capacities of grazed areas; 
Mode of interaction with livestock owners, particularly 
where such are rural subsistence communities; 
System of control (permits, tags, herds under control of a 
herdsman, evidence  security guards etc.); 
Problems associated with managing of grazing from 
neighbouring communities are acknowledged, including 
the potential fire risks associated with controlling such 
activities.  Where such problems exist, they must be 
clearly document and clear evidence produced to 
demonstrate interactions with such communities and 
efforts made to reduce grazing impacts.  Use of burning 
to encourage rotational grazing where appropriate should 
be practiced. 

 

Indicator 6.3.7  Verifiers Guidance  

The presence of declared weeds and invader plants at individual 
farm or estate level shall be assessed Ok  
  
For Large Enterprises only: 
The presence of declared weed and invader plants shall be 
documented and mapped Ok  

Interview with forest manager 
 
List of species and distribution maps 

The CARA provides a list of weeds and invader plants 
that must be controlled or eradicated, and regulates how 
these plants must be controlled. There are three 
Categories of weed and invader plants, with different 
levels of control  
This indicator refers to only permanently unplanted areas 
or conservation areas. 
Alien invasive plant control in commercial areas is dealt 
with in Principle 10. 
Any impacts caused by spread of alien invasive plants 
onto neighbouring lands are addressed through Criterion 
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6.9.   

                  Indicator 6.3.4 Verifiers Guidance  

There shall be a plan to reduce the populations of the declared 
weeds and invader plants to a level where 80% of the 
estate/FMU/farm (equivalent to the area of land to which the land 
manager/owner is accountable) is at maintenance level within 10 
years of the acceptance of the SA FSC standard by FSC 
International.Ok  

Plan to manage the Category 1, 2 and 3 weeds 
and invader plants recognised by CARA which 
must at a minimum  include: 
Objectives 
Targets 
Time frame 
Priorities 
Potential ecological impacts of the priority 
species 

Maintenance phase is the time it takes for between 0.5 
and 2 man days to clear 1hectare of land in the 
conservation areas 
Priority species are those that have the biggest negative 
impacts on stream flow reduction, biodiversity and 
ecological goods and services. 
Potential ecological impacts include the negative impacts 
on stream flow, biodiversity and ecological services as 
well as the positive impacts on goods and services for the 
local communities. 

 

                  Indicator 6.3.5 Verifiers Guidance  

There is evidence of implementation of the plan and progress can 
be demonstrated  Ok  

The progress is in line with the plan     

Criterion 6.4 Representative samples of existing ecosystems within landscapes shall be protected in their natural state and recorded on maps, appropriate to the scale of 
operations and the uniqueness of the resource. Ok  

 

Indicator 6.4.1  Verifiers Guidance  

The FMU shall have been surveyed to identify any areas 
representative of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems in their 
natural state, and all such areas shall be identified on maps. Ok  

Aerial photographs/Maps of natural vegetation 
are available. 
Protected ecosystems declared in terms of the 
NEM: Biodiversity Act is highlighted. 

The Convention on Biodiversity provides that “viable 
populations of species in their natural surroundings 
must be maintained”  
The NEM: Biodiversity Act places restrictions on 
activities that may take place within protected 
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ecosystems. 
The Grasslands Programmes Biodiversity Conservation 
Planning Tool can be used as a first level assessment 
for prioritizing conservation zones. 
The National Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Areas 
(NFEPA) allows for the use of national criteria to identify 
FEPAs which is available on www.wetlands.za.net 

Indicator 6.4.2  Verifiers Guidance  

At least 10% of the FMU shall be set aside as conservation zones 
which include representative samples of different habitats that 
exist on the FMU (expressed as a percentage of the entire 
plantation). Ok  

Identification and quantification of extent of 
natural areas 
 

Conservation zones may be land voluntarily set aside, 
or as a result of restrictions imposed by one or more 
regulatory authority, or a combination of both. 

 
 

Indicator 6.4.3  Verifiers Guidance  

Management prescriptions shall be specified in the enterprise's 
forest management plan and other documents in order to protect 
the representative examples of ecosystems within conservation 
zones in their natural state. Ok  

Management prescriptions 
Management plan 

Threatened or protected ecosystems may require 
special management interventions. 

 

Criterion 6.5 Written guidelines shall be prepared and implemented to: control erosion; minimise forest damage during harvesting, road cons truction, and all other mechanical 
disturbances; and protect water resources. 

 

Indicator 6.5.1  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be prepared and 
implemented for operations with a high risk of erosion to minimize 
and control induced erosion. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
Guidelines relevant to the enterprise shall be documented in 
procedures. Ok  

Evidence of best practice guidelines  
Relevant sections of FSA environmental 
guidelines can be provided as evidence of best 
practice procedures 
Evidence of practices  for erosion control 
Evidence of best practice guidelines 
implemented during field visits. 

This indicator refers to management practices other 
than harvesting and road management, as these two 
activities are covered in separate indicators below. 
An enterprise can use industry guidelines directly as 
their in-house guideline. For example the South African 
Harvesting Code of Practice, South African Forest 
Roads Handbook, etc.  See www.icfr.ukzn.ac.za.  
 

 

Indicator 6.5.2  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be prepared to Evidence of best practice guidelines    

http://www.wetlands/
http://www.icfr.ukzn.ac.za/
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minimize environmental damage during harvesting operations. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
Guidelines relevant to the enterprise shall be documented in 
procedures. Ok  

Relevant sections of FSA environmental 
guidelines can be provided as evidence of best 
practice procedures. 
 

Indicator 6.5.3  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be implemented to 
minimize environmental damage during harvesting Ok  
 
 Where damage has occurred, these shall be addressed through 
management interventions.  Ok  

Evidence of best practice guidelines 
implemented during field visits. 
 

  

Indicator 6.5.4  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be prepared to 
minimize environmental damage during road construction and 
maintenance. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
Guidelines relevant to the enterprise shall be documented in 
procedures. Ok  

Evidence of best practice guidelines for road 
construction and maintenance  
Relevant sections of FSA environmental 
guidelines  
 

  

Indicator 6.5.5  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be implemented to 
minimize environmental damage during road construction and 
maintenance. Ok  
 
Where damage has occurred, it is justified, minimized and is 
being addressed through management interventions.   

Evidence of best practice guidelines for road 
construction and maintenance are implemented 
during field visits. 
 

  

Indicator 6.5.6  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be prepared to 
minimize environmental damage during mechanical disturbances. 
Ok  
 

Evidence of best practice guidelines for 
mechanical disturbances  
Relevant sections of FSA Environmental 
guidelines  

Mechanized land preparation is only carried out on the 
contour 
Pitting is the only form of land preparation carried out 
on slopes in excess of 35% on existing afforested 
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For Large Enterprises only: 
Guidelines relevant to the enterprise shall be documented in 
procedures. Ok  

 areas. 

Indicator 6.5.7  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be implemented to 
minimize environmental damage during mechanical disturbances. 
 
 Where damage has occurred, it shall be justified, minimized and 
is being addressed through management interventions.   

Evidence of best practice guidelines for 
mechanical disturbances are implemented during 
field visits. 
Infield inspection of fire break s on steep slopes 

  

Indicator 6.5.8  Verifiers Guidance  

Guidelines incorporating best practice shall be prepared to 
protect water resources from negative impacts of forestry 
operations. Ok  
For Large Enterprises only: 
Guidelines relevant to the enterprise shall be documented in 
procedures. Ok  

Evidence of best practice guidelines for 
protection of water resources. 
Relevant sections of FSA Environmental 
guidelines  
Riparian zones are delineated by considering the 
topography, vegetation, existing infrastructure 
(roads) and the presence of hydromorphic soils 
as described in the delineation guidelines.   
Certificates for waste discharge from processing 
operations 
Water quality monitoring results 

It is recognized that plantations typically utilize more 
water than natural vegetation that they have replaced, 
thereby affecting stream flows.  This is addressed 
through a permit / licensing system (See 6.1).  This 
indicator focuses primarily on management of potential 
water quality impacts (including siltation of streams) 
associated with forestry and on-site processing 
operations.    
 

 

Indicator 6.5.9 Verifiers Guidance  

Water resources shall be protected from negative impacts of 
forestry operations. Where impacts have occurred, these are 
justified, minimized and are being addressed through 
management interventions.   Ok  

Evidence of best practice guidelines for 
protection of water resources 
Relevant sections of FSA Environmental 
guidelines can be provided as evidence of best 
practice procedures 
Authorisations for waste discharge from 
processing operations 
Water quality monitoring results. 
Site visits:  Evidence that practices conform with 
best practice 

Buffer zones around riparian zones are respected, as 
defined under indicator 6.3.2 
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Criterion 6.6 Management systems shall promote the development and adoption of environmentally friendly non-chemical methods of pest management and strive to avoid the 
use of chemical pesticides.  World Health Organisation Type 1A and 1B chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides; pesticides that are persistent, toxic or whose derivatives remain 
biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use; as well as any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohibited. If chemicals are 
used, proper equipment and training shall be provided to minimise health and environmental risks. Ok  

 

Note: Alien invasive plant encroachment is arguably the most significant impact and threat to biodiversity on most plantation estates in South Africa.  It is widely recognized that 
chemical control is currently the most efficient and cost-effective option for controlling alien invasive plant species in the absence of suitable bio control agents.  A systematic 
program of eradication, together with targets for alien invasive plant control is therefore regarded as the most environmenta lly responsible approach to addressing this issue.  
Pesticide application should however be undertaken in a sensible manner to ensure that potential health and environmental impacts are minimized as far as possible.  Pests are 
dealt with under criterion 10.7. 

Indicator 6.6.1  Verifiers Guidance  

EITHER : 
The enterprise has a clear, documented policy to not to use 
chemical pesticides; ok  
OR: 
The enterprise shall only use chemical pesticides when there is 
no effective and financially viable alternative Ok  

Policy to avoid the use of pesticides 
 
 
 
The enterprise can demonstrate that chemical 
pesticides are necessary. 

 
 
 
 
Chemical pesticides can be applied in the control of 
weeds and invader plants to meet the requirements of 
the regulations contained in CARA, to reduce impact of 
the weeds and invader plants on biodiversity and 
stream flow reduction and to promote the growth of the 
commercial trees by reducing inter-specific competition. 

 

Indicator 6.6.2 Verifiers Guidance  

All chemical pesticides stored or used in forestry operations on 
the FMU are not listed as highly hazardous on the FSC Prohibited 
Pesticide List Ok  

Pesticides list and records of use 
Chemicals used and / stored on the FMU  
Record of derogations and report on progress 
with derogation conditions 
ZA approved chemicals list. 
 

Refer to the following FSC guidance note: 
FSC-GUI-30-001 FSC Pesticides Policy Guidance 

 

Indicator 6.6.3  Verifiers Guidance  

FSC derogations, both full and/or emergency have been obtained 
and are complied with for the use and storage of any chemical 
pesticides not complying with FSC thresholds. Ok  

Chemical Pesticides list and records of use 
Chemicals pesticides used and / stored on the 
FMU  
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Record of derogations 
 

Indicator 6.6.4 Verifiers Guidance  

For Large Enterprises only: 
The enterprise shall implement a documented 'integrated pest 
management' (IPM) strategy designed to minimise the likelihood 
of serious pest problems occurring through an ecological 
management approach, and to identify and address potential pest 
problems at the optimum effective time. Ok  

Evidence of implementation of integrated weed, 
pest and disease control programs 
Evidence of chemical pesticide reduction strategy 

Refer to the following FSC Technical Series: 
FSC Technical Series No. 2009 – 001:  Guide to 
Integrated Pest Disease and Weed Management in 
FSC Certified Forests and Plantations 

 

Indicator 6.6.5 Verifiers Guidance  

Managers and contractors responsible for supervising the 
application of chemical pesticides shall be registered as a Pest 
Control Operator. Ok  

Proof of registration as a pest control operator 
Pest Control Operator Licences for managers 
and contractors. 

  

Indicator 6.6.6 Verifiers Guidance  

Chemical pesticides shall only be applied by trained people. Ok  
   
 

Evidence of applicable training such as 
attendance registers and/or certificates 
Interviews with workers.  
 

Pesticides are only used in accordance with national 
registration specifications and complies with label 
specifications and best operation guidelines 
 

 

Indicator 6.6.7 Verifiers Guidance  

The enterprise shall comply, as a minimum, with the requirements 
for the transport, handling, application and emergency 
procedures for clean- up following accidental spillages as 
specified in AVCASA and ILO publications. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises : 
This shall be in the form of a documented policy and procedures 
for the use of chemical pesticides ok  
 

Field visits 
Equipment for chemical use is maintained in 
good working order 
 
 

ILO publications ‘Safety & Health in the Use of 
Agrochemicals: A Guide’, and ‘Safety in the Use of 
Chemicals at Work’, or equivalent documentation on the 
safe use of pesticides.  This can be downloaded from 
the website: www.ilo.org 
Refer to the Association of Veterinary and Crop 
Associations of South Africa (AVCASA) for publications: 
Responsible Pesticide Use: A Guide for Operators, 
Guide to the Treatment of Poisoning by Chemicals, 
Guideline for the Road Transportation of Classified 
Dangerous Goods and Substances and others. These 
can all be downloaded from the website 
www.avcasa.co.za  

 

http://www.ilo.org/
http://www.avcasa.co.za/
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Indicator 6.6.8 Verifiers Guidance  

Chemical stores shall comply with legal requirements and 
AVCASA and ILO publications  Ok  

Chemical store inspection 
 

Pesticides are used only in accordance with national 
registration specifications label specifications and best 
operation guidelines. 
Occupational Health and Safety Act (85 of 1993) 
ILO publications ‘Safety & Health in the Use of 
Agrochemicals: A Guide’, and ‘Safety in the Use of 
Chemicals at Work’ can be downloaded from the ILO 
website: www.ilo.org. 

 

Indicator 6.6.9 Verifiers Guidance  

The enterprise shall maintain complete and up to date records of 
all pesticide usage, including trade name, active ingredient, 
quantity of active ingredient used, date of use, location of use, 
reason for use. Ok  

Records   

Criterion 6.7: Chemicals, containers, liquid and solid non-organic wastes including fuel and oil shall be disposed in an environmentally appropriate manner at off-site locations. 
 
 

 

Indicator 6.7.1  Verifiers Guidance  

Recycling of waste shall take place where economically feasible 
options are available.  Ok  

Interview with manager to determine if recycling 
options have been investigated. 
Field visits to see recycling systems. 

  

Indicator 6.7.2 Verifiers Guidance  

All chemical containers and expired chemicals shall be disposed 
of in compliance with legislation and best practice. Ok  

Examination of chemical facilities and Interviews 
with workers responsible for chemical stores. 

  

Indicator 6.7.3 Verifiers Guidance  

Waste disposal sites on the FMU shall comply with national 
legislation and local bye-laws and are managed according to 
industry best practice guidelines.  Hazardous waste is only 
disposed of at sites registered for the disposal of hazardous 
waste Ok  
 

Registration certificates for on-site landfill if more 
than 1 ton per day disposed on site. 
Waste register needs to be checked. 
Field visits: On-site waste disposal sites 
Inspection of facilities for the collection and 
temporary storage of normal and hazardous 

National Environmental Management: Waste 
Management Act (59 of 2008) 
Domestic waste of less than 1 ton per day may be 
disposed of at a safely managed on-site waste disposal 
site that complies with national legislation and local bye-
laws. 
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waste 
Safe disposal certificates for hazardous waste 

Hazardous waste, including medical waste, is only 
disposed of at sites registered for the disposal of 
hazardous waste. 
Hazardous waste includes but is not restricted to: 
Used batteries 
Florescent tubes 
Unused chemicals 
Oil / fuel / chemical containers 
 
Waste management may be necessary for waste sites. 
 

Indicator 6.7.4 Verifiers Guidance  

Fuel stores shall be managed according to legal requirements.   
Due care is taken to avoid fuel and oil spillages and where 
significant spillages have occurred remediation measures have 
been taken. Ok  
 

Site inspection of storage sites and workshops 
Evidence of remediation practices for pollution 
incidents 
Inspection of remediation sites 
In field inspection of sites where vehicles, fuels 
and oils are being used. 

An oil spillage is significant by evaluating the following 
guidelines: 
The spillage is in the vicinity of a water body.  Such a 
spillage is of the most detrimental nature and small 
quantities can have a significant impact. 
The spillage occurs in an area identified as containing 
ToP  plant species 
The spillage is not on a forest road, landing or depot 
 

 

Criterion 6.8 Use of biological control agents shall be documented, minimised, monitored and strictly controlled in accordance with national laws and internationally accepted 
scientific protocols. Use of genetically modified organisms shall be prohibited. 

 

Note:  Numerous biological control agents have been introduced into South Africa. The PPRI (Plant Protection Research Institute) is responsible for the importation and testing of 
biological control agents in South Africa. The “Working for Water” programme to control alien plant invaders has identified b iological control as the only sustainable mechanism to 
prevent the spread of invasive weed species and the re-invasion of cleared areas. 

Indicator 6.8.1  Verifiers Guidance  

The Enterprise shall be in compliance with national legislation 
and internationally accepted protocols regarding use of biological 
control agents. Ok  

Record and authorisations for release 
Evidence of monitoring of bio control agents 

NEMA requires EIAs before release of biological 
agents.  
There is also the Genetically Modified Organisms Act 
15 of 1997 which prevents the development  and use of 
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GMOs without authorisation. 

Indicator 6.8.2  Verifiers Guidance  

GMOs shall not be used by the forest enterprise. 
 
The forest manager shall provide a written guarantee that no 
genetically modified organisms (including trees and other 
organisms) are used or are present in the enterprise's 
management, production or research program, and there shall 
be no evidence of such use.  

 

Lists of species and clones (germplasm) used 
Heritage of genetic material 
Tree breeding policies and procedures 

  

Criterion 6.9 The use of exotic species shall be controlled and actively monitored to avoid adverse ecological impacts Ok   

Note: The use of exotic timber species forms the basis of the South African forest industry.  Many of these species are known to be invasive and as such, introductions are strictly 
controlled through a licensing process.  Compliance with the legal requirements for plantation establishment is included in Indicator 1.1.2.  Where invasion into unplanted areas, this 
is addressed through alien plant control programmes. 

Indicator 6.9.1  Verifiers Guidance  

There shall be control measures in place to limit the spread of 
commercial exotic species outside the limits of the FMU, to avoid 
adverse ecological impacts. Ok  

Alien invasive plant control procedures 
Evidence of systems for monitoring of spread of 
commercial exotic species 
Field inspections. 

For weed management in open areas on the on the 
FMU, refer to indicator 6.3.6.  For weed management in 
commercial areas, refer to 10.7. 
Visible spread of commercial exotic species from 
planted areas is controlled. 
According to section 15B (3d) in the amended 
regulations of CARA, all reasonable steps must be 
taken to curtail the spreading of propagating material of 
the category 2 plants outside the demarcated areas.   
Allowing alien invasive species to spread is also 
regarded as a restricted activity in the NEMBA Draft 
Alien and Invasive Species Regulations (Notice 347 of 
2009),  

  

Indicator 6.9.2 Verifiers Guidance  

Control measures of such alien invasions should be effective as Field inspections. Where spread of commercial species on neighbouring  
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far as practicable. 
 
Indicator 6.9.x  
if an exotic species is newly introduced within the FMU, the 
enterprise shall have a documented policy and procedures 
specifying that if evidence of invasiveness or other adverse 
ecological impacts is found, the enterprise shall take prompt and 
effective action to eliminate the species from the FMU and from 
all other sites in which it may regenerate. 
 
6.9.y If there is evidence that the species has significant adverse 
ecological impacts outside the areas in which it is already 
established, but is not invasive, the forest enterprise shall put in 
place a plan to eradicate the species within the FMU in shortest 
financially feasible times pan.  
 

 

lands can be clearly linked to current management of 
the FMU, forest managers should be taking reasonable 
steps to clear such plants in cooperation with relevant 
stakeholders 

Criterion 6.10 Forest conversion to plantations or non-forest land uses shall not occur, except in circumstances where conversion: 
a) entails a very limited portion of the forest management unit; and  
b) does not occur on high conservation value forest areas; and  
c) Will enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term conservation benefits across the forest management unit. 

 

Indicator 6.10.1 Verifiers Guidance  
No conversion to plantations or non-forest lands occurs, 
except in circumstances where the conversion:  
 
a) Affects no more than 0.5% of the total area of the 
Management Unit in the current or any future year and 
does not result in a cumulative total area converted in 
excess of 5% of the Management Unit since November 
1994;  
 
b) Does not damage or threaten High Conservation 
Values, nor any sites or resources necessary to maintain 

Interviews with managers and records of any 
clearing that has occurred  
Evidence of authorizations or exemptions for 
clearing 
 

National Forest Act (84 of 1998), as amended.  

Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: English (U.K.)
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or enhance those High Conservation Values; and,  
 
c) Will produce clear, substantial, additional, secure long-
term conservation benefits in the Management Unit.  

 
 
The areas scheduled for conversion:  
 - shall not include any High Conservation Value Forest areas 
(see Principle 9), AND  
 - EITHER total less than 5% of the total area of the FMU and 
shall enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term 
conservation benefits across the forest management unit; OR 
 - shall be converted in order to restore the land securely and in 
the long term to a pre-existing "High Conversation Value" forest 
habitat. 

Indicator 6.10.2 Verifiers Guidance  

The enterprise shall have all necessary approvals for the 
conversion, in line with national requirements. Ok  

Records National Forest Act (84 of 1998), as amended.  

 

Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: English (U.K.)
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FSC Principle 7: A management plan 

-- Appropriate to the scale and intensity of the operations -shall be written, implemented, and kept up to date. The long term objectives of management, and the means of achieving 
them, shall be clearly stated. 
 

Criterion 7.1 The management plan and supporting documents shall provide: 
a) management objectives; 
b) description of the forest resources to be managed, environmental limitations, land use and ownership status, socio-economic conditions, and a profile of adjacent lands; 
c            Description of silvicultural and/or other management system, based on the ecology of the forest in question and information gathered through resource inventories. 
dc) rationale for rate of annual harvest and species selection; 
ed) provisions for monitoring of forest growth and dynamics; 
ef) environmental safeguards based on environmental assessments; 
fg) plans for the identification and protection of rare, threatened and endangered species; 
gh) maps describing the forest resource base including protected areas, planned management activities and land ownership;  
hi ) description and justification of harvesting techniques and equipment to be used. 

 

Indicator 7.1.1 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan and/or supporting documents shall specify 
the long term management objectives. Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

Evidence given in criterion 1.6 should be cross 
referenced in the checklist. 
A management plan does not necessarily consist of a 
single document. 

 

Indicator 7.1.2 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan and/or supporting documents shall 
include:   
a description of the forest resources to be managed,   
environmental limitations,   
land use and ownership status,   
socio-economic conditions, and   
a profile of adjacent lands. Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

  

Indicator 7.1.3 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan and/or supporting documents shall include 
a description of the silvicultural regimes. Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
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Indicator 7.1.4 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan and/or supporting documents shall provide 
a clear rationale for rate of annual harvest and species selection 
(see also Criterion 5.6). Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

  

Indicator 7.1.5 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan and/or supporting documents shall 
describe the provisions for monitoring of forest growth and 
dynamics (see also Criterion 8.2). 

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

  

Indicator 7.1.6 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan and/or supporting documents shall specify 
environmental safeguards based on environmental assessments 
(see also Criterion 6.1, 9.3). Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

  

Indicator 7.1.7 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan and/or supporting documents shall include 
plans for the identification and protection of threatened or 
protected species as (see also Criterion 6.2). Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

Evidence given in criterion 6.2 should be cross 
referenced in the checklist 

 

Indicator 7.1.8 Verifiers Guidance  

There shall be clear and accessible maps describing the forest 
resource base including protected areas, HCV and measures to 
protect them, planned management activities and land ownership, 
at appropriate scales for their respective purposes. Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

  

Indicator 7.1.9 Verifiers Guidance  

Strategic and tactical/operational harvest planning and harvest 
operations should be carried out in accordance with national best 
practice guidelines.  The management plan and/or supporting 
documents shall include a description and justification of 
harvesting techniques and equipment to be used. OK  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
The enterprise shall have a clear policy and procedures 
describing its requirements related to strategic, tactical and 
operational harvest planning and harvest operations. Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
 

South African Code of Harvesting Handbook can be 
downloaded from www.icfr.ukzn.ac.za  
 
The FAO Model Code of Forest Harvesting Practice can 
be downloaded at : 
http://www.mm.helsinki.fi/kurssi/Metek/METEK24/2008
/FAO%20model%20code%20of%20forest%20harvesti
ng%20practice.pdf 

 

Formatted: English (U.K.)

Formatted: English (U.K.)
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Criterion 7.2 The management plan shall be periodically revised to incorporate the results of monitoring or new scientific and technical information, as well as to respond to 
changing environmental, social and economic considerations. 

 

Indicator 7.2.1  Verifiers Guidance  

Aspects of management plans shall be updated at least annually 
(with a revised version number or date). Ok  

Procedures for updating plans 
Evidence of updated versions of management 
plans 

In some instances this updating may involve only the 
updating of supporting plans. 
A management plan does not necessarily consist of a 
single document. 

 

Indicator 7.2.2 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan (and supporting documentation) shall 
incorporate the results of monitoring by the forest enterprise up to 
the date of its last revision. Ok  

Interviews with managers 
Evidence of new and better approaches are 
being implemented 
Field inspections 

  

Indicator 7.2.3 Verifiers Guidance  

The enterprise shall identify and review new scientific and 
technical reports that are relevant to its forest management, and 
can show that these have been taken into account in the most 
recent revision of its management plan and supporting 
documents. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only:  
The enterprise shall have a formal system to identify and review 
new scientific and technical reports that are relevant to its forest 
management, and can show that these have been taken into 
account in the most recent revision of its management plan and 
supporting documents. Ok  

Subscription to research and development 
programmes and best operating practices 
Interviews with managers 
Evidence of adoptions of FSA guidelines & best 
practice 
Evidence of incorporation of new developments 
into management practices and procedures 

  

Indicator 7.2.4 Verifiers Guidance  

The management plan (and supporting documentation) shall 
accurately reflect the environmental, social and economic 
circumstances of the forest management enterprise and the area 
under management up to the date of its last revision. Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
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Indicator 7.2.5 Verifiers Guidance  

Operational procedures (and supporting guidance or instructions) 
shall have been revised and updated as necessary to accurately 
specify current requirements. Ok  

Management plan/supporting documentation 
Operational procedures 

  

Criterion 7.3 Forest workers shall receive adequate training and supervision to ensure proper implementation of the management plan    

Indicator  7.3.1  Verifiers Guidance  

The enterprise shall identify the skills and training needs of its 
staff, and provides or supports an appropriate on-going training 
programme for its employees (including contractors or self-
employed) to meet these needs. Ok  
 
For Large Enterprises only: 
The enterprise shall implement a documented system to identify 
the skills and training needs of its staff with a specific person 
being made responsible for maintaining the policies and 
procedures. 

Compliance with Skills Development Act 997 OF 
1998) and Skills Development Levies Act (9 OF 
1999) 
 

Employers whose total pay to all its workers is less than 
as specified per year in the Skills Development Levies 
Act are exempt from the payment to the skills 
development levy. 

 

Indicator  7.3.2 Verifiers Guidance  

There shall be accurate and up-to-date records showing training 
and education records of all employees. Ok  

Training records   

Indicator  7.3.3 Verifiers Guidance  

All workers (including contractors and their workers and self-
employed persons) shall be sufficiently qualified or trained, to 
effectively implement the tasks they are assigned. Ok  

Evidence of annual worker development training  
provided in past year 
Records of skills development levies payments 
Record of expenditure on training for BEE 
scorecard 

  

Indicator  7.3.4 Verifiers Guidance  

All workers (including contractors and their workers) shall be 
supervised to ensure they implement their tasks effectively. Ok  

Interviews with supervisors and workers.    

                    Indicator 7.3.5 Verifiers Guidance  

All workers shall be sufficiently trained in environmental 
awareness 

Evidence of training to address environmental 
awareness among staff 

  

Criterion 7.4 While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly available a summary of the primary e lements of the management plan,  
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including those listed in Criterion 7.1 above. 

Indicator 7.4.1  Verifiers Guidance  

There shall be a publicly available document which provides a 
summary of the enterprise's:   
 7.4.1.1  Management objectives;  
7.4.1.2 Forest resources (including their environmental 
limitations, land  use and ownership status, socio-economic 
conditions, and a profile of adjacent lands);  
7.4.1.3 Silvicultural and/or other management system;  
7.4.1.4  Rationale for rate of annual harvest and species 
selection;  
7.4.1.5  Provisions for monitoring of forest growth and dynamics;  
7.4.1.6  Environmental safeguards based on environmental 
assessments;  
7.4.1.7  Plans for the identification and protection of rare, 
threatened and endangered species;  
7.4.1.8 Justification of harvesting techniques and equipment to be 
used. Ok  

There is a Public Summary of the Management 
Plan included in the group management system.  

  

Indicator 7.4.2 Verifiers Guidance  

The document shall include maps describing the forest resource 
base and including protected areas, planned management 
activities and land ownership. Ok  

   

FSC Principle 8: Monitoring and Assessment 

Monitoring shall be conducted -- appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management -- to assess the condition of the forest, yields of forest products, chain of custody, 
management activities and their social and environmental impacts. 

Note: In the South African plantation forestry context, “forest management” is interpreted in the broadest sense to include both planted and unplanted areas (including natural 
forests) on the FMU.  Monitoring is directed towards a number of key areas and includes (i) the health and development of the plantation growing stock, (ii) adherence to chain of 
custody requirements, (iii) the effect of plantation activities on the natural environment and (iv) the effect of management activities on affected communities.   

Criterion 8.1 The frequency and intensity of monitoring should be determined by the scale and 
intensity of forest management operations as well as the relative complexity and 
fragility of the affected environment. Monitoring procedures should be consistent and 
replicable over time to allow comparison of results and assessment of change. 
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The scale and intensity of forest management operations as well as the relative complexity and fragility of the affected envi ronment should determine the frequency and intensity 
of monitoring. Monitoring procedures should be consistent and replicable over time to allow comparison of results and assessments of change. 

Note: The focus here is on ensuring that monitoring programmes are designed and implemented in such a way that they provide management with meaningful information 
appropriate to the scale and intensity of plantation management. Due consideration for the complexity and fragility of affected environments is also required when designing 
monitoring programmes  

 

Indicator 8.1.1  Verifiers Guidance  

Procedures for collecting the data specified in Criterion 8.2, 
below, shall be clearly documented. Ok   

Monitoring procedures 
Records of monitoring activities 
Interviews with Managers 
Monitoring programme and supporting 
documents may be  maintained and updated at 
group level for group schemes 

Procedures have been consistently applied over time to 
allow comparison of results and assessments of any 
change. 

 

Indicator 8.1.2 Verifiers Guidance  

The procedures shall describe the techniques for collecting the 
data for each Indicator of Criterion 8.2, and specify the frequency 
with which data is collected. Ok  

Monitoring techniques 
Frequency of data collection 
Monitoring programme and supporting 
documents may be  maintained and updated at 
group level for group schemes  

  

Indicator 8.1.3 Verifiers Guidance  

The described techniques shall provide reliable data, adequate to 
monitor change in the specified social, environmental and 
economic indicators over time and on a time scale that is useful 
to continuing improvement of management. Ok  

Monitoring techniques 
Monitoring data 

  

Indicator 8.1.4  Verifiers Guidance  

Adequate numbers of personnel shall have been trained and shall 
be available to implement the procedures specified in 8.1.1. Ok  

Interviews with managers 
Records of monitoring data  

  Comment [GF38]: Avoid using the 
terms with unclear interpretations  
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FSC Criterion 8.2 
Forest management should include the research and data collection needed to 
monitor, at a minimum, the following indicators: 
a) Yield of all forest products harvested. 
b) Growth rates, regeneration and condition of the forest. 
c) Composition and observed changes in the flora and fauna. 
d) Environmental and social impacts of harvesting and other operations. 
e) Costs, productivity, and efficiency of forest management. 

 

Note: In the South African context where the plantations are actively regenerated and managed for specific products much of the monitoring activities are encompassed in the 
management processes aimed at ensuring the financial health of the enterprises.    

 Indicator 8.2.1  Verifiers Guidance  

The forest enterprise shall collect and maintain data on the 
quantity of each forest product harvested for commercial 
purposes within the FMU. OK  

Records of timber and non-timber products 
harvested on the FMU for commercial purposes.  
 Monitoring programme and supporting 
documents may be maintained and updated at 
group level. 

  
 

Indicator 8.2.2 Verifiers Guidance  

Growth rates, regeneration and condition of the plantation shall 
be monitored. Ok  

Summaries of compartment inventories 
Summaries of pest and disease monitoring 
efforts 
Monitoring programme and supporting 
documents may be maintained and updated at 
group level. 

  

Indicator 8.2.3 Verifiers Guidance  

Monitoring of environmental impacts of forestry management 
operations shall be undertaken. 
8.2.3.1 – Monitoring for environmental impacts identified under 
Principle 6. 
8.2.3.2 – Monitor planted seedlings. 
8.2.3.3 – Monitor ToPs or natural plant communities appropriate 
to the resource and level of management activity. 
8.2.3.4—Monitor soil erosion. 

Monitoring results. 
Monitoring programme can be managed by the 
Group manager 
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8.2.3.5—Monitor weeds and alien plant infestation levels. Ok  

Indicator 8.2.4 Verifiers Guidance  

Social impacts that have been identified through stakeholder 
consultation shall be monitored. Ok  

Evidence of stakeholder consultation 
Complaints register 
Monitoring of the living conditions of workers. 
Monitoring programme and supporting 
documents may be maintained and updated at 
group level. 

  

Indicator 8.2.5 Verifiers Guidance  

Costs, productivity and efficiency of forestry management 
operations shall be monitored on an on-going basis.  Ok  

Monitoring programme and supporting 
documents may be maintained and updated at 
group level. 

This includes the monitoring of productivity levels of 
forest operations. 

 

 FSC Criterion 8.3 
Documentation shall be provided by the forest manager to enable monitoring and certifying organizations to trace each forest product from its origin, a process known as the 
"chain of custody." 

 

Indicator 8.3.1 Verifiers Guidance  

All products that are sold as 'FSC-certified' shall be readily 
identifiable as such, both on the physical product and on the 
accompanying paper records and sales invoices.  Ok  

Delivery notes 
Dispatch notes 
Invoices 
Product labels 

   

Indicator 8.3.2 Verifiers Guidance  

The forest enterprise shall keep sales invoices for all FSC 
certified products sold, which identify at least:  
-  name and address of purchaser;  
-  the date of sale;  
-  type of product;  
-  the volume (or quantity) sold. Ok  

Sales invoices 
Delivery notes 

In the case of internal transfer of certified products from 
the FMU to a processing plant, internal traceability 
systems are sufficient, e.g. delivery notes. 

 

Indicator 8.3.3 Verifiers Guidance  

The forest enterprise shall keep copies of production records and 
sales invoices for FSC certified products for at least five years. 
Ok  

Records   

Indicator 8.3.4 Verifiers Guidance  
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FSC trademark is used in accordance with FSC policy and has 
been approved by FSC and the certifying body. Ok  

Approvals of Trademark use from certification 
body. 

  

FSC Criterion 8.4 
The results of monitoring shall be incorporated into the implementation and revision of the management plan. 

 

Indicator 8.4.1  Verifiers Guidance  

The data collected as a result of the monitoring procedures 
specified under Criteria 8.1 and 8.2 shall be readily accessible to 
managers, and in a format which permits the analysis of trends 
over time. Ok  

Planning documents 
Interviews with group manager 
Interviews with Managers 
Monitoring programmes 
Management Plan. 

  

Indicator 8.4.2 Verifiers Guidance  

Managers shall be able to demonstrate how the results of 
monitoring have influenced subsequent changes to the 
management plan and associated documents. Ok  

Monitoring results 
Management plan 
Interviews with forest managers. 

  

Indicator 8.4.3      Verifiers Guidance  

For Large Enterprises only:  
 The data collected as a result of the monitoring procedures 
specified under Criteria 8.1 and 8.2 over the previous five-year 
period shall be analysed and the main results presented in a form 
which allows managers to review relevant aspects of the 
management plan and associated documents. Ok  

   

FSC Criterion 8.5 
While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly available a summary of the results of monitoring indicators, including those listed in 
Criterion 8.2. 

 

Indicator 8.5.1      Verifiers Guidance  

There shall be a single, publicly available document, summarizing 
the results of monitoring data listed in Criterion 8.2. Ok  

Public summary of results of the monitoring 
programme. 

  

Indicator 8.5.2      Verifiers Guidance  

The document shall be readily available to any interested party on 
request and it shall be clear as to how that document must be 

Public summary of results of the monitoring 
programme. 
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requested. 

 
 

FSC Principle 9: Maintenance of high conservation value forests 

Management activities in high conservation value forests shall maintain or enhance the attributes, which define such forests. Decisions regarding high conservation value forests 
shall always be considered in the context of a precautionary approach. 
 

FSC Criterion 9.1 
Assessment to determine the presence of the attributes consistent with High Conservation Value Forests will be completed, appropriate to scale and intensity of forest 
management. 

 

Indicator 9.1.1  Verifiers Guidance  

The forest enterprise shall carry out an assessment of the FMU 
sufficient to identify all parts of the FMU that have each of the 
following attributes:  
 HCV1. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally 
significant concentrations of biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, 
endangered species, refuge sites).  
 HCV2. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally 
significant large landscape level forests, contained within, or 
containing the management unit, where viable populations of 
most if not all naturally occurring species exist in natural 
patterns of distribution and abundance.  
 HCV3. Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or 
endangered ecosystems.  
 HCV4. Forest areas that provide basic services of nature in 
critical situations (e.g. watershed protection, erosion control).  
 HCV5. Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of 
local communities (e.g. subsistence, health).  

Assessment report which includes the identification 
and documentation of High Conservation Values  
Documented assessment methodology to identify 
& map HCVs and related values 
Records of stakeholder consultation 
Records of consultation with experts 
 

For further guidance on the approach that should be 
followed to identify HCV areas, forest managers should 
consult Part 3, Section 2 of the HCVF toolkit.  This is 
specifically aimed at providing guidance to forest 
managers who need to identify HCV areas in the 
absence of a national-level interpretation process. 
Assessments to identify such values will be constrained 
by time and resource availability.  Forest managers 
must ensure that systematic assessments to identify all 
HCVs are undertaken based on a sound methodology.  
Such assessments should be prioritized based on 
available information and the likelihood of HCVs being 
present on the FMU. This process may be implemented 
on a phased approach by first undertaking partial 
assessments focusing, for example, on just the 
ecological or social values.  A full assessment is 
however required within 5 years of the national 
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 HCV6. Forest areas critical to local communities’ traditional 
cultural identity (areas of cultural, ecological, economic or 
religious significance identified in cooperation with such local 
communities).  Ok  
 

standard being endorsed by the FSC. 
Where information is lacking, the Precautionary 
Principle should be applied.   In practice this means that 
if a value might exist, management must assume that it 
does, and that if an activity might be damaging to a 
value, management must assume that it is. Adopting 
this principle ensures that the high conservation values 
are maintained or enhanced, particularly when the 
effects of the activities or the status of the values are 
not fully known. 

Indicator 9.1.2 Verifiers Guidance  

The forest enterprise shall have consulted and  clearly map all 
areas within the FMU which have each of the six attributes 
listed under Indicator 9.1.1 Ok  
 
9.1.x 
The results of the assessment in 9.1.1 above  and the specific 
measures proposed to maintain or enhance the identified HCV 
shall have been reviewed by individuals with expert knowledge 
of the listed High Conservation Values and local knowledge of 
the area in which the FMU is located.  

 

Maps of HCV areas   

FSC Criterion 9.2  
The consultative portion of the certification process must place emphasis on the identified conservation attributes, and options for the maintenance thereof.  

 

Indicator 9.2.1  Verifiers Guidance  

Identification of HCV attributes has been undertaken in 
consultation with relevant stakeholders, directly affected 
persons and/or qualified specialists. Ok  

Stakeholder lists and evidence of consultation 
Interviews with relevant stakeholders. 
Interviews with managers 

  

Indicator 9.2.2 Verifiers Guidance  

Options for the maintenance of conservation attributes have 
been defined in consultation with relevant stakeholders, directly 
affected persons and/ or qualified specialists. Ok  

Stakeholder records. 
Consultation with relevant stakeholders. 
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Indicator 9.2.3 Verifiers Guidance  

The forest enterprise shall maintain a complete and up to date 
file of all stakeholder comments submitted in relation to its 
management of High Conservation Values. Ok  

Stakeholder records   

Criterion 9.3 The management plan shall include and implement specific measures that ensure the maintenance and/or enhancement of the applicable conservation attributes 
consistent with the precautionary approach. These measures shall be specifically included in the publicly available management plan summary. 

 

Indicator 9.3.1 Verifiers Guidance  

Specific measures shall be documented in the management 
plan to maintain or enhance the identified conservation 
attributes. Ok  

Management plan  
Research documents 
Findings from monitoring programme 

  

Indicator 9.3.2  Verifiers Guidance  

Specific measures identified in the management plan shall be 
implemented.   
Any deviations from the plan shall be documented and shall be 
addressed through appropriate corrective actions. Ok  

Records of management activities 
Findings from monitoring programme 
Field visits to HCV areas 
Evidence of corrective actions where required 

  

Indicator 9.2.1 Verifiers Guidance  

Measures to maintain or enhance conservation attributes shall 
be contained within a publicly available management plan 
summary. Ok  

Public summary of results of the management plan   

Criterion 9.4 Annual monitoring shall be conducted to assess the effectiveness of the measures employed to maintain or enhance the applicable conservation attributes.  

Indicator 9.4.1 Verifiers Guidance  

Monitoring programme for HCV sites shall be developed to 
assess effectiveness of management measures employed to 
maintain or enhance the identified conservation attributes. Ok  

HCVF report 
Field inspection 

  

Indicator 9.4.2 Verifiers Guidance  

Frequency of monitoring shall be documented and justified 
based on the conservation attributes of each HCV site. Ok  

HCVF report   

Indicator 9.4.3 Verifiers Guidance  
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Monitoring shall be undertaken according to plan - Any 
deviations are adequately justified. Ok  

Field inspection 
Records of monitoring 

  

Indicator 9.2.4 Verifiers Guidance  

Findings and corrective actions from the HCV monitoring 
programme shall be incorporated into the implementation and 
revision of the management plan. OK  

Monitoring report 
Management plan 

  

FSC Principle 10: Plantations 

Plantations shall be planned and managed in accordance with Principles and Criteria 1 - 9 and Principle 10 and its Criteria. While plantations can provide an array of social and 
economic benefits, and can contribute to satisfying the world's needs for forest products, they should complement the management of, reduce pressures on, and promote the 
restoration and conservation of natural forests. 

Criterion 10.1 The management objectives of the plantation, including natural forest conversion and restoration objectives, shall be explici tly stated in the management plan, and 
clearly demonstrated in the implementation of the plan. 

 

Note: Management objectives covered in criteria1.6 and 7.1. 

Criterion 10.2 The design and layout of plantations should promote the protection, restoration and conservation of natural forests, and not increase pressures on natural forests. 
Wildlife corridors, streamside zones and a mosaic of stands of different ages and rotation periods shall be used in the layout of the plantation, consistent with the scale of the 
operation. The scale and layout of plantation blocks shall be consistent with the patterns of forest stands within the natural landscape. 

 

Note:  See criteria 6.1, 6.2, 6.3 and 6.5 

Criterion 10.3 Diversity in the composition of plantations is preferred, so as to enhance economic, ecological and social stability.   Such diversity may include the size and spatial 
distribution of management units within the landscape, number and genetic composition of species, age classes and structures.  

 

Indicator 10.3.1     

Plantation planning and re-establishment make provision for 
diversity in species, provenances and /or clones to achieve 
optimal economic and environmental stability Ok  

Species selected according to site conditions, 
ability to withstand predicted climate change 
events, pest and diseases and market 
requirements. 

These may be considered separately or in combination, 
depending on the particular circumstances 

 

Indicator 10.3.2 Verifiers Guidance  

For Large  Enterprises only: 
Maximum size of contiguous block of single age class and/or 

Field inspection.  
 

  

Comment [GF39]: Please restate the 
indicators. This will be requested by the 
PSC committee  

Comment [GF40]: Same as above  
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species shall not exceed 500 ha.  Ok  

Indicator 10.3.3 Verifiers Guidance  

Maximum of one-third of a catchment on the plantation estate 
that feeds a permanent stream to be clear felled in a two year 
period Ok  

FSA Environmental Management Guidelines.    

FSC Criterion 10.4 
The selection of species for planting shall be based on their overall suitability for the site and their appropriateness to the management objectives. In order to enhance the 
conservation of biological diversity, native species are preferred over exotic species in the establishment of plantations and the restoration of degraded ecosystems. Exotic 
species, which shall be used only when their performance is greater than that of native species, shall be carefully monitored to detect unusual mortality, disease, or insect 
outbreaks and adverse ecological impacts. 

 

Note: In the South African context, it is widely recognized that alien tree species perform better than indigenous species.   These plantations form the backbone of the South African 
forest industry.  The selection of species is largely determined by the specific objectives of the plantation company, the market for the product and the ability of the site to support 
an economically acceptable yield.  

Indicator 10.4.1  Verifiers Guidance  

Plantations should only established on sites with growth rates 
that make the crop economically viable in the context of the 
FMU. 
 
There shall be a clear justification for the choice of species and 
genotypes chosen for the plantation, which takes into account 
the objectives of the plantation, and the climate, geology and 
soils at the planting sites.  

 
 
If there is a native species, which meets the management 
objectives, as well as an exotic species, the native species 
shall be selected in preference to the exotic species.  
 
There shall be a formal procedure for evaluating every site 
prior to planting to ensure that the species proposed for 
planting is suited to the site and to the objectives of 
management.  
 

 

Field visit: Growth rates (MAI) 
Inventory data (species lists) 
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 Verifiers Guidance  

The market for the products from the plantations should be 
defined and plausible. Ok  

Record of harvested tonnages/volumes   

Criterion 10.5 A proportion of the overall forest management area, appropriate to the scale of the plantation and to be determined in regional Indicators , shall be managed so as 
to restore the site to a natural forest cover.  [6.4] 

 

Note: In the South African context, natural forest cover is typically limited and often well protected.  It is therefore more important that representative samples of existing ecosystems 
within landscapes are protected in their natural state.  This requirement is already covered in Criterion 6.4.  Therefore non-compliance with 6.4 implies non-compliance to 10.5. Ok 
but please insert these requirements under 10.5 otherwise the committee will raise this as a condition for approval.  
 

Criterion 10.6 Measures shall be taken to maintain or improve soil structure, fertility and biological activity.  The techniques and rate of harvesting, road and trail construction and 
maintenance, and the choice of species shall not result in long term soil degradation or adverse impacts on water quality, quantity or substantial deviation from stream course 
drainage patterns     [6.1, 6.5] 

 

Note: See criteria 6.1 and 6.5  same as above  

Criterion 10.7 Measures shall be taken to prevent and minimise outbreaks of pests, diseases, fire and invasive plant introductions. Integrated pest management shall form an 
essential part of the management plan, with primary reliance on prevention and biological control methods rather than chemica l pesticides and fertilisers.  Plantation 
management should make every effort to move away from chemical pesticides and fertilisers, including their use in nurseries. The use of chemicals is also covered in Criteria 
6.6 and 6.7.   

 

Indicator 10.7.1  Verifiers Guidance  

Procedure for identifying and monitoring outbreaks and spread 
of specified pests and diseases shall be implemented. Ok  

Evidence of efforts to identify and monitor specified 
pests and diseases e.g. use of FABI identification 
aids. 
Record of notice given to the relevant Government 
Department of new outbreaks and spread of 
specified species. 
Maps or records of occurrence of pests and 
diseases.  

  

Indicator 10.7.2  Verifiers Guidance  

New outbreaks and spread of specified pests and diseases on 
the FMU shall be recorded.  Ok  

Evidence of efforts to identify and monitor specified 
pests and diseases. 

Examples of pests and diseases relevant in the forest 
industry are: 
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Record of notice given to the relevant authority of 
new outbreaks and spread of specified species. 
Maps or records of occurrence of pests and 
diseases.  

Sirex wood wasp (Sirex noctilio) 
Eucalyptus rust / guava rust fungus (Puccinia psidii ) 
Pitch canker fungus (Fusarium circinatum (also known 
as Fusarium subglutinans)). 
 
Refer to Plant Protection Research Institute website 
(www.arc.agric.za)   and the Working for Water website 
(www.dwaf.gov.za/wfw/Control/docs/controltables.doc)  

Indicator 10.7.3  Verifiers Guidance  

Actions shall be taken to combat pests and disease outbreaks. 
Ok  

Records and field visits   

10.7.4  Verifiers Guidance  

Consultation shall be undertaken with authorities and 
authorization obtained for the control of damage-causing 
animals in line with legislation and protocols. Ok  

Interview with plantation managers to review 
control plans and activities. 
Field inspections. 

  

10.7.5  Verifiers Guidance  

Damage-causing animals on the FMU (e.g. baboons, bush pigs, 
antelope & rodents) shall be controlled where they pose a 
significant threat to the productivity of the FMU. Ok  

Non-chemical controls are used where available.   
Non-lethal control options have been attempted 
first. 
Where not effective, other means approved by 
conservation authorities are implemented. 

Any control mechanism must be authorised and in line 
with legislative requirements 

 

Indicator 10.7.6 Verifiers Guidance  

Fire breaks shall be constructed and maintained according to 
the recommendations of the local Fire Protection Association 
and/or best practice guidelines.  Ok  

   

Indicator 10.7.7 Verifiers Guidance  

Fire control resources shall be available and are in keeping with 
the scale and extent of the FMU. Ok  

Fire management plan 
Field visits 
Record of fires 

  

Indicator 10.7.8 Verifiers Guidance  

All wild fires shall be reported to the local Fire Protection Records National Forest and Veld Protection Fire Act  

http://www.arc.agric.za/
http://www.dwaf.gov.za/wfw/Control/docs/controltables.doc
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Association (FPA). Ok  

Indicator 10.7.9 Verifiers Guidance  

Measures shall be taken to limit environmental damage after the 
occurrence of accidental fires.  Ok  

Field visits Erosion control 
Weed control 
Re-establishment of plantation within reasonable time 
frames. 

 

Indicator 10.7.10 Verifiers Guidance  

The enterprise shall plan to control weeds within the commercial 
areas of the plantation. 

Silvicultural procedures have measures to control 
weeds 
Management plan 

The control plan shall comply with the silvicultural 
specifications and procedures of the enterprise. 

 

Indicator 10.7.11 Verifiers Guidance  

The plan shall be implemented. Ok  
 

Interview with plantation managers to review alien 
plant control plans and activities. 
Field inspections. 

Alien invasive plant control in non-commercial areas is 
dealt with in Principle 6 

 

Criterion 10.8 Appropriate to the scale and diversity of the operation, monitoring of plantations, shall include regular assessment of potential on-site and off-site impacts, (e.g. 
natural regeneration, effects on water resources and soil fertility, and impacts on local welfare and social well-being), in addition to those elements addressed in principles 8, 6 
and 4.  No species should be planted on a large scale until local trials and/or experience have shown that they are ecologically well -adapted to the site, are not invasive, and do 
not have significant negative ecological impacts on other ecosystems. Special attention will be paid to social issues of land acquisition for plantations, especially the protection of 
local rights of ownership, use or access. 

 

NOTE: In the drafting of the South African National Indicator, Requirements under Principles 8, 6 & 4 already comprehensively address monitoring of plantations.  Therefore no 
additional Requirements have been identified under criterion 10.8. 

Criterion 10.9 Plantations established in areas converted from natural forests after November 1994 normally shall not qualify for certification. Certification may be allowed in 
circumstances where sufficient evidence is submitted to the certification body that the manager/owner is not responsible directly or indirectly for such conversion. 
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Note:  In the South African context, the definition of natural forests is broad, defined as “a group of indigenous trees whose crowns are largely contiguous or which have been 
declared by the Minister to be a natural forest” (National Forest Act, 1998).  The Act also prohibits the des truction of trees in natural forests unless a licence or exemption has been 
issued by the relevant department.  The National Environmental Management Act also requires an environmental assessment to be undertaken for substantial clearing of natural 
forest areas.  Given the broad interpretation of “natural forests” in the South African context, minor clearing of small areas of “natural forests” as defined by the Act is not regarded 
as conversion and is acceptable, provided appropriate authorizations have been obtained and clearing is limited to the following circumstances: 

- Clearing of natural forest regeneration or invasion within existing commercial forestry stands; 
- Clearing of small patches of natural forest (<0.2 ha) that have become established within compartment boundaries that do not play a critical role in the functioning of the 

ecosystem; 
- Establishment of plantations on areas where woody encroachment has occurred (e.g. old fields that have not been adequately maintained or managed); 
- No conversion of natural forest other than in those circumstances identified above is permitted after November 1994 unless this will enable clear, substantial, additional, 

secure, long-term conservation benefits across the forest management unit (Consistent with Criterion 6.10).   

Indicator 10.9.1  Verifiers Guidance  

No conversion of natural forest to plantations shall take place 
after November 1994 unless: 
 
Sufficient evidence is submitted to the certification body that the 
manager/owner is not responsible directly or indirectly for such 
conversion, OR 
 
This will enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term 
conservation benefits across the forest management unit. 
 
 
Indicator 10.9.1 

No areas of the FMU that are managed as plantation (see FSC’s  
Glossary) shall be on land that was natural forest (see FSC’s 
Glossary) as of November 1994, 
 
OR the following requirements apply: 
 
Indicator 10.9.2 
All areas of the FMU that are managed as plantation and were 
established as such on land that was natural forest as of 
November 1994 shall be clearly identified on FMU maps. 

Interviews with managers and records of any 
clearing that have occurred.  
Evidence of system for damage or clearing of 
indigenous tree species during harvesting of 
compartments.   
Field inspections of clearing and harvesting 
compartments. 
A licence (issued under subsection (4) or section 
23 of the National Forests Act 84 of 1998) or 
exemption is available for any conversion of 
natural forest. 
Authorization or exemptions for clearing of any 
protected tree species as defined in the National 
Forest Act have been obtained. 

Exemptions from the National Forests Act for 
conversion of natural forests will not be given for 
afforestation purposes. I may be considered for other 
purposes such as the widening of a national road, but 
this will require a full EIA with extensive public 
participation. 

 

Comment [GF41]: While 
acknowledging the SA definition the 

starting point of defining natural forest shall 
be FSC’s definition. As guidance it will be 

helpful to show how this definition is 

compatible with FSC’s.  
Further on, the exception made for 

conversion is not fully consistent with 6.10. 

For this reason, the inserted indicators shall 
be used by the SA SDG.  
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Such converted areas shall comply with  the following Indicators: 
 
Indicator 10.9.3a 
The converted areas shall have met the requirements specified 
in Criterion 6.10: 

- conversion did not include any High Conservation Value 
Forest areas (see Principle 9), AND 

 
- Total no more than 0.5% of the area of the Management 

Unit in any one year, and no more than 5% in total. (See 
FSC-STD-30-010 Controlled Wood Standard for Forest 
Management Enterprises, FSC-STD-40-005 Standard 
for Company Evaluation of Controlled Wood, and FSC-
STD-01-002 Glossary of Terms)  
  

- Enabled clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term 
conservation benefits across the forest management 
unit. 
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Annexes to a Forest Stewardship Standard 
 
Mandatory Annexes (see FSC-STD-60-002 Clause 3.5) 
 

- List of the national and local forest laws and administrative requirements which apply in South Africa  
- List of the multilateral environmental agreements and conventions that South Africa  has ratified and the ILO Conventions listed in FSC-POL-30-401 

FSC and the ILO Conventions which must be complied with in all FSC certified forests, 
- List of or reference to official lists of, endangered species in South Africa.  

Comment [GF42]: Please insert this 
section with the mandatory annexes of 

Forest stewardship standards . see annex 
below  



Forest Stewardship Council 

  

Note to the Standard development group: See FSC step-by step guide; Good 
practice guide to meeting FSC certification requirements for biodiversity and High 
conservation Value Forest in small and Low Intensity Managed Forest (SLIMF)  
 
http://www.fsc.org/publications%3EFSC    
 
This is a guide to help managers and owners of small-scale and low intensity forest 
operations maintain or improve the management of biodiversity and High Conservation 
Values (HCVs) within their forests. This guide is not designed to replace management 
plans but to strengthen them. It is also useful for managers of large forests and for 
national standards to help develop local interpretations of HCVF. 
 

 

The 6 types of High Conservation Values 
 
HCV1. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant concentrations 
of biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, endangered species, refugia)  
 
HCV2. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant large 
landscape level forests, contained within, or containing the management unit, where 
viable populations of most if not all naturally occurring species exist in natural patterns of 
distribution and abundance 
 
HCV3. Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems 
 
HCV4. Forest areas that provide basic services of nature in critical situations (e.g. 
watershed protection, erosion control) 
 
HCV5. Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities (e.g. 
subsistence, health) 
 
HCV6. Forest areas critical to local communities’ traditional cultural identity (areas of 
cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in cooperation with such 
local communities) 

 

 
 
 
  Recommended Annexes 
 
 High Conservation Value Forest definition covering the full scope of the standard.  

 
 

  
List of the multilateral environmental agreements and ILO Conventions 
 
CITES – www.cites.org  
 
ILO – www.ilo.org/ilolex/english/convdisp1.htm  

http://www.fsc.org/publications%3EFSC
http://www.cites.org/
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/english/convdisp1.htm
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ITTA - www.itta.com  
 
Convention on Biological Diversity - www.biodiv.org/biosafety/protocol.asp  
 
List of ILO Conventions that have an impact on forestry operations and practices: 
 
29 Forced Labour Convention 1930. 
 
87 Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Conventions, 1948 
 
97 Migration for Employment (Revised) Convention, 1949. 
 
98 Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949  
 
100 Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951. 
 
105 Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957  
 
111 Discrimination (Occupation and Employment) Convention, 1958. 
 
131 Minimum Wage Fixing Convention, 1970. 
 
138 Minimum Age Convention, 1973  
 
141 Rural Workers’ Organizations Convention, 1975 
 
142 Human Resources Development Convention, 1975 
 
143 Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention. 1975 
 
155 Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981. 
 
169 Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 
 
182 Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 
 
ILO Code of Practice on Safety and Health in Forestry Work (ILO 1998) 
 
Recommendation 135 Minimum Wage Fixing Recommendation, 1970  
 
Conventions number 29, 87, 98, 100, 105, 111, 138 and 182 are Core Standards covered by the 1998 
ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its follow-up. ILO member states 
are expected to promote and realize these principles, even if they have not ratified the Conventions. 
The ILO Code of Practice is not a legal instrument, but it provides authoritative guidance on forest work. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.itta.com/
http://www.biodiv.org/biosafety/protocol.asp

